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MORNING BIBLE STUDY . .ot e e e e e e TBA

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETINGS. . . .ttt i e eieeee e TBA

GOYA MEETINGS .. ...... it TBA

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION . . K-7. ... .............. TBA

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—PREK. . . .............. TBA

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS. . ... vvii vee e See Below

FISH FRY oo i Fridays thru July 3:00—8:30pm
CHOIR PRACTICE . . o oot et e e i i TBA

AUGUST 2020
1 3.

Paraklesis 6 pm
5:  Pan-Orthodox Vesperal Divine Liturgy 6 pm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Transfiguration of Our Lotd @ St. Nicholas, Burton
7:  Paraklesis 6 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 10:  Paraklesis 6 pm
11:  Parish Council Meeting (Tentative) 6:15 - 8:15 pm
12:  Paraklesi 6
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 ararests pm
14: Great Vespers Dormition of the Theotokos 6 pm
15:  Divine Liturgy Dormition of the Theotokos 10 am
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
17:  17th Annual Elias D. Chinonis Golf Classic
Registration................. 9:30 am
30 31 Shotgun Start............... 11:30 am

SEPTEMBER 2020

Sun | Mon 7. Divine Liturgy - Nativity of the Theotokos 6 pm
9:  Parish Council Meeting 6:15 - 8:15 pm
1 2 3 4 5

9-10:  Virtual Clergy - Laity
14:  Divine Liturgy - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 10 am

17: Virtual Cash Raffl
6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12 et ash Fare
30: Divine Liturgy - Holy Protection of the Theotokos 6 pm

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31




Prosphoron Schedule

August:
2: O’Keefe, Derek & Michelle

9: Pagonis, Taso & Mitra
16: Pagonis, Voula
23: Panos, John & Irene
30: Panos, Spiridoula

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:30 am on the morn-
ing of the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, for Fa-
ther to read the proskomide prayers: one list is for those who are living and the other
for those who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please send a check to
the church for $20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox Church” with a
note stating it is for Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If you have

September:

6: Pappadakis, Nikki
13: Pappas, Dean & Elaine
20: Paraschos, Sam & Sandra
27: Paraschos, Tim & April

questions, please contact the church office, 810-771-4611.

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,

that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power

as it is working. — James 5:16

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Lucas Paul; Nikolaos Karabinas;

Achilles Marks; George Pappadakis; Charlie Paraschos

30 John Costa

Sunday Reader Schedule
August September
Tim Welch 6 Cathy Yeotis
Debbie Chinonis 13  Nick Holland
16  Nick Holland 20 Debbie Chinonis
23  Ruth Karabina 27 'Tim Welch

810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement. Thank youl!

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office,
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FROM REV. FR. JARROD RUSSELL

Beloved friends and parishioners of Assumption Church,

We celebrate this month the Feast Day of the Assumption Church, the Dormition
of the Theotokos (H Koiunoig tfic ®cotokov). We plan to celebrate the Great Vespers
for the Feast on Friday, August 14 at 6:00 pm. The Divine Liturgy for the Dormition
will be celebrated on Saturday, August 15 at 10:00 am. God willing, a picnic lunch will
follow immediately after the Divine Liturgy. We will follow all the necessary social dis-
tancing norms required at the time of this celebration.

The Feast of the Dormition is important to us both as members of the Assumption
Church, which is under the protection of the Most Holy Theotokos, and as faithful Or-
thodox Christians. The Dormition of the Theotokos is one of the most significant feast
days of the Orthodox Church and is preceded by a fourteen day fast to prepare the faith-
ful for the celebration. Fasting is one of the most important ascetical practices of our
faith, and increasing our fasting in times of difficulty and pestilence is a way we live
out our complete dependence on God. We should all look at increasing our fasting dur-
ing the Dormition Fast this year in the face of the coronavirus medical crisis. Increasing
our fasting this year is a way we can demonstrate our dependence on God and our ap-

preciation to the Panagia for her prayers.



During this medical crisis, we have experienced both as a parish and as individu-
als the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos. We have not been alone during these diffi-
cult days as she never abandons the world. This reflects the hymn we sing most Sun-
days at the Assumption Church:

In giving birth you have preserved your virginity,

at your Dormition you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos.

You passed over into Live,

Mother who has given birth to Life,

and through your prayers of intercession,

from death you have redeemed our souls.

This hymn beautifully summarizes our beliefs about the Panagia as well as our depend-
ence on her prayers. She is the Ever-Virgin Mary, who gave birth to our Lord Jesus
Christ, and though she has fallen asleep in the Lord, she never abandons the world.
Through her prayers to her Son, she has redeemed our souls from death. This is a pro-
found reality that encourages us in difficult days and increases our joy in good times.

As we begin the Dormition Fast in anticipation of the Assumption Church Feast
Day, we should both thank the Panagia for her prayers of intercession and continue to
seek additional prayers for our Church and our world!

With love in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell



Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner

We hope you are all enjoying your summer break. We will be holding a virtual parent
meeting on Wednesday, August 19 at 7:00 pm. Please plan to attend so we can discuss
what our Religious Education program will look like for the 2020-2021 school year.
Look for the Zoom invitation to be coming to your emails soon.

Sincerely,
Religious Education Committee

Lori Photiou and Ageliki Carpenter

Vacation Church School has been
cancelled. The theme was going to be
“Feast of the Theotokos.” A packet is
being prepared and will be available in
early August for the kids to work on
them at home.

REGISTRATION FORM TO FOLLOW!



FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA — SPRING GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Sunday, May 3, 2020

1. Call to Order J. Hountalas
2. Opening Prayer Fr. Jamod
3. BElection of General Assembly Chairman and Secretary
4_ Priest Comments Fr. Jarmmod
5. Acceptance of previous General Assembly Minutes Meefing Chairperson
6. Treasurer Report J. Schultze
» 2020 Budget
7. Ministry and Organization Reports
a. Fund Raising Events J. Hountalas

Fish Fry

Impersonator Concerts

Super Draw/Donkey Races
Golf Outing — August 2020
Cash Raffle — September 2020
Craft Show — November 2020
Other — open for suggestions

Stewardship

Religious Education

Philoptochos

ViIPs

Choir

Daughters of Penelope
h. AHEPA

8. Call for Questions

9. MNew Business

e~ pap g

—

In the interest of time and to allow ample
time for a full and open discussion all
ministry updates will be provided as a hard
copy at the General Assembly meeting from
which guestions can then be asked.

Meeting Chairperson
Meefing Chairperson

a. Appoiniment of Election Committee Chairperson Meeting Chairperson

b. Church Investment Savings Fund
10.0ld Business

a. lconography
11.Call for Adjournment

12_Closing Prayer

J. Hountalas
Meefing Chairperson
J. Hountalas
Meefing Chairperson
Fr. Jamod




Beloved parishioners of Assumption Church,

The Assumption Church was unable to convene a Spring General Assembly this year
due to the restrictions related to the coronavirus. Following the guidance of the Metropolis of
Detroit, written reports are being presented to the community through the newsletter to be sure
that the parishioners receive the information that is normally provided at a General Assembly.
If you have questions regarding these reports, you may contact the author of the report directly
or you may email me the questions at frjarrod@gmail.com. If you choose to send the questions
to me, I will facilitate obtaining the answers and information requested.

“This 1s the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24).
Since the previous General Assembly in November of 2019, the Assumption Church has expe-
rienced challenges that are unique to our times. We hopefully have recognized in the midst of
these challenges that, “This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.”
This is neither a mere motto nor simply an encouraging statement. It is instead a theological
truth about God’s creation of the world and practical guidance for us as Orthodox Christians as
to how we should live in this world. We are able to rejoice and be glad in these difficult days
because we have faith and trust in our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.

Reflecting back on the months since our last General Assembly, we should express eter-
nal gratefulness to our Lord for His mercy and blessings on the Assumption Church family. We
should all express our appreciation to the faithful five, in alphabetical order, Nancy Chinonis,
Crystal Demps, Ruth Karabina, Alex Photiou, and Lori Photiou, for their service during the
lockdown, especially during Holy Week. We should also thank the parish council and all the
leaders of the Assumption Church for their efforts during these challenging days. To all the
faithful stewards of the Assumption Church who made sure to support the parish as much as

possible during 2020, we definitely say, thank you, thank you, thank you.
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As we look to the future, we recognize that tomorrow is also “the day the Lord has
made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.” We go forward to the conclusion of this year with full
faith and confidence in God, knowing that He will guide and protect the Assumption Church
and each one of us. We should all be sure to remember in our prayers the Assumption Church
as well as the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, and the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit. We should similarly pray for His Em-
inence Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit and all the faithful bishops of our Church. I also ask
for your prayers for the parish council, the leaders of the ministries of the parish, and myself
personally. I likewise assure you of my prayers for you.

In closing, as the Assumption Church family, we will rejoice and be glad in all the days
the Lord has created for us. Glory to God in all things!

With love in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

PLEASE READ THIS NOTE ABOUT
CHURCH EMAILS

We seek to use all possible means to stay in touch with the Assumption Parishioners, in-
cluding email.

We are using a new platform for emails to the Church family. Thus, you should be re-
ceiving church emails now.

If you have not received Church emails in the recent past and would like to be added to
the Church email list, please contact Fr. Jarrod and he will add you to the list. Thank you!



Treasurer Report

Account Balances as of June 30, 2020:

General Checking: $23,890.66 — In April 2020, with the guidance of the Me-
tropolis of Detroit and our parishioner David Duffy, CPA, we obtained a
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan from The State Bank. The PPP Loan is
intended to provide economic relief to small businesses (including non-profits
such as Churches) adversely impacted under the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19). The loan is limited to the payment of payroll costs, including pay-
roll, health insurance and pension, and certain operating expenses (such as mort-
gage interest, utilities (electricity, gas, and water), and telephone and internet ex-
penses. We received $19,320 and have used the majority of the loan amount on
the eligible payroll costs with the rest of the funds used to pay for the applicable
allowable items. We are currently in the process of documenting the use of the
funds and applying for loan forgiveness. We will provide a full report of the loan
proceeds and forgiveness at the Fall General Assembly Meeting,

Special Events Checking: $4,841.36 (funds in this account are being held for
other purposes such as Easter Items (bills not yet received), golf outing, undesig-
nated memorials, etc.).

Iconography: $4,315.58 (in February 2020 we transferred $75,000 of the Icono-
graphy balance from our Savings account to an Investment account at IB Wealth

Management, managed by Dimitri Hountalas. The current balance of the Invest-
ment account is $95,600.77).

Property Improvement: $7,200.51

Mortgage Balance: $93,997.50 (Due to COVID-19 we were able to obtain a de-
ferment of the principal portion of our mortgage payment for 3 months. For
April, May, and June 2020 we only made interest payments, resuming the regular
principal and interest payment in July).
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Treasurer Report continued

o Church Investment Savings Account: $7,501.58 (In January 2020, we trans-
terred $50,000 and we transferred another $5,000 in May 2020 to an investment
account held at IB Wealth Management, managed by Dimitri Hountalas. The
current balance of this Investment Account is $63,483.20).

Ministry and Organization Reports

a. Fund Raising Events:

Fish Fry: Due to COVID-19 and restriction imposed by the Governor,
we shut the fish fry down in March 2020. We opted not to open for take
out dinners due to concerns for the safety of our volunteers. On May 22,
2020, a few of us got together, prepared, and delivered 170 dinners to
Grand Blanc First Responders (Police, Fire, and ER)

Golf Outing — Schedule for August 17, 2020 at Pine Knob Golf Course.
We will be following restrictions in place at the time of the Golf Outing.

Cash Raffle — currently scheduled for September 17, 2020. Debra Chi-
nonis is in the process of obtaining the license and getting the tickets print-
ed. 250 Tickets to be sold at $200 donation. First Prize $10,000; 20d prize
$5,000; 3t prize is $2000; 24 prizes at $200 each. This year we will not be
having a Steak Dinner. Instead, we will have a virtual raffle with a select
few present in the church hall to pull the winning numbers.

Old Business

a. Iconography: Icons of The Resurrection and The Sermon on the Mount
will be installed this summer. See John Hountalas or Fr. Jarrod for donor oppor-
tunities.

New Business

a. Maintenance Projects: Bill Dau and John Hountalas have been busy paint-
ing the hall, hallway to the Narthex door and hallway outside of office. John also
organized the storage room, painted the floor, and cleaned and organized the

shed out back.
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MONTHLY CHURCH EXPENSES - JUNE

Accounting Fees

Alarm

Allocation

|Copy Machine/Printer Rental
FICA Taxes

General Insurance
Lawn/Snow

Health Insurance
Archdiocese Pension Plan
Maintenance Plan - Heathing & Cooling
Mortgage Loan

|Parish Stewardship Software
Pest Control

Salaries

|Towels/Aprons

Trash

Utilities - Cable

|Utilities - Electric

Utilities - Gas

Utilities - Water

TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES - JUNE 2020

These are the operating fees we incur every month. These amounts do not include any

0.00
181.70
2,405.33
885.23
0.00 Paid Quarterly
1,861.00 Paid quarterly
693.00
1,565.50
700.00
206.00
388.05 Interest Only for 3 months
6.50
50.00
7,152.18
43.08
0.00 On Hold
367.19
800.77
214.20
243.97

17,763.70

repairs or maintenance or seasonal expenses (such as for Easter Flowers)
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Daughters of Penelope

Iris Chapter 242
Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood

DOP Report for 2020 General Assembly Meeting

The Daughters of Penelope Iris Chapter 242 has not been able to meet since February
Oth, therefore, there is not a lot to report. On February first we worked at the Food Bank
of Eastern Michigan, February 15th we held our annual Mardi Gras Glendi which was a
great success. We were going to host our Spring Salad Luncheon on May 7th, but that
had to be cancelled. We had been planning to host the District 10 AHEPA Family Con-
vention on May 30th, but that was cancelled. We were planning on honoring our HS and
College graduates in June, but that has been postponed. Therefore, our spring calendar
was very different this year. We do not think that we will be able to host our Fall Salad
Luncheon, because it is a buffet and the foods come from so many different households.

At the present time we have 53 paid members who are active in the church and usually
enjoy being involved in fundraising events that serve the church and other charities.
Since we were unable to raise funds that way, our members along with AHEPA members
donated $2,045 of which $2,000 was matched by the Omega AHEPA Chapter, allowing
us to donate $4,045 to our Assumption Church this year.

We also gave the church a $500 usage fee for 2020.

July 16, 2020 we helped with the AHEPA Flint Milk Drive at the Catholic Center for
Hope in downtown Flint.

We hope and pray that when the Covid-19 virus is under control we will be able to be ac-
tive again and contribute more to our Assumption Community.
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General Assembly Philoptochos Report
August 2020

Local Charities that AGOC Philoptochos contributes to:

1

.LOVE, Inc

People Helping People in Christ’s name.

$150 per month, (all year). LOVE, Inc. serves Genesee County to mobilize local
churches to help transform lives and communities in the name of Christ.

. Fish, Inc.

A local Grand Blanc charity that provides clothes and food for children in the
Grand Blanc School System who also have State Bridge cards. We purchase win-
ter coats for both boys and girls. We also collect for their Christmas Drive. Also do
Volunteer Work 1% and 3™ Monday at St. Christopher’s.

. Christmas Card Drive - Moneys collected to help persons in our own church com-

munity in need.

. Blanket Drive - To help support local charities such as “Carriage Town” and the

“Shelter of Flint.”

. Metropolis Charities

« Partners in Philanthropy Fund (Local Metropolis needs)
« Scholarship Fund (Hellenic College/Holy Cross)

o Summer Camp Program

« Emergency Relief Fund

National Philoptochos Charities

« Hellenic College/Holy Cross Scholarship Fund
« Orthodox Christian support to College Students
« Emergency Fund (National Disasters)

« UNICEF

« Social Services

« Autism Fund

« Orthodox Christian Missions

« St. Basil’s Academy

« 3 projects in connection with [OCC
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General Assembly Philoptochos Report
August 2020 Continued

2020 to Date:

1. We have been donating monthly for several years now a monetary amount to
Love, INC. a non-profit organization that assists those in need with their
household expenses.

2. We have also adopted a group called FISH that is associated with Grand Blanc
Schools providing assistance in several different ways. This has been done for
several years now initially adopting families at Christmas time with gifts for the
children and food baskets. Another year, we bought coats for the children and
most recently gave them a donation. We also participate twice a month in their
food distribution project.

3. Our ladies have also participated along with our other church organizations in dis-

tributing gallons of milk to the citizens of Flint, Michigan this past year.

VIP ‘s
ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
GRAND BLANC, MICHIGAN
August, 2020

The Assumption VIP’s continue to support our church by serving at the Sunday
Coffee hour. They also continue to support the church and all events when

called upon .
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Dormition Fast: Why a Fast for Dormition?
By Reader Daniel Manzuk

The Birth-Giver of God (Theotokos), the Virgin Mary, was “blessed amongst
women,” and she was chosen “to bear the Savior of our souls.” Orthodox Christians
consider her to be the Queen of all the saints and angels.

Knowing that she is eternally present at the throne of God interceding for
mankind, we pray for her love, guidance, and protection. Every year the Orthodox
Church sets aside the first fourteen days of August in honor of the Virgin Mary. This
fast period 1s climaxed on August 15th, when the Church gathers to celebrate the
Great Feast of the Dormition (Falling-Asleep) of the Birth-Giver of God.

It would be a gross understatement to say that much has been written about the
Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos. Yet very little has been written about the
fast that precedes it.

Every Orthodox Christian is aware and generally knows the reason behind the
fasts for Pascha and Christmas. But while they may know of the Dormition Fast, few
follow it, and more than a few question why it is there, neither knowing its purpose.
First, given the pervasive misunderstanding of the purpose of fasting itself, a re-
fresher on its purpose is always a good idea. There is a perception that we should
fast when we want something, as though the act of fasting somehow appeases God,
and seeing us “suffer” gets Him to grant our request. Nothing can be further from
the truth. It is not our fasting that pleases God, it is the fruits of our fast (provided
we fast in the proper mind set, and do not merely diet) that please Him. We fast, not
to get what we want, but to prepare ourselves to receive what God wants to give us.
The purpose of fasting is to bring us more in line with another Mary, the sister of
Lazarus, and away from their sister Martha, who in the famous passage was
“anxious and troubled about many things.” Fasting is intended to bring us to the re-
alization of “the one thing needful.” It is to help us put God first and our own desires
second, if not last. As such it serves to prepare us to be instruments of God’s will, as
with Moses in his flight from Egypt and on Mt. Sinai, as well as our Lord’s fast in
the wilderness. Fasting turns us away from ourselves and toward God. In essence it
helps us become like the Theotokos, an obedient servant of God, who heard His
word and kept it better than anyone else has or could.

So why do we fast before Dormition? In a close-knit family, word that its ma-
triarch 1s on her deathbed brings normal life to a halt. Otherwise important things
(parties, TV, luxuries, personal desires) become unimportant; life comes to revolve
around the dying matriarch. It is the same with the Orthodox family; word that our
matriarch is on her deathbed, could not (or at least should not) have any different ef-
fect than the one just mentioned. The Church, through the Paraklesis Service, gives
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us the opportunity to come to that deathbed and eulogize and entreat the woman who
bore God, the vessel of our salvation and our chief advocate at His divine throne. And
as, in the earthly family, daily routines and the indulgence in personal wants should
come to a halt. Fasting, in its full sense (abstaining from food and desires) accom-
plishes this. Less time in leisure or other pursuits leaves more time for prayer and re-
flection on she who gave us Christ, and became the first and greatest Christian. In re-
flecting on her and her incomparable life, we see a model Christian life, embodying
Christ’s retort to the woman who stated that Mary was blessed because she bore Him:
blessed rather are those who hear His word and keep it. Mary did this better than any-
one. As Fr. Thomas Hopko has stated, she heard the word of God and kept it so well,
that she of all women in history was chosen not only to hear His Word but give birth
to it (Him). So while we fast in contemplation of her life, we are simultaneously pre-
paring ourselves to live a life in imitation of her. That is the purpose of the Dormition
Fast.

When the assumption of your undefiled body was being prepared, the Apostles gazed
on thy bed, viewing you with trembling. Some contemplated your body and were daz-
zled, but Peter cried out to you in tears, saying, I see you clearly, O Virgin, stretched
out, O life of all, and I am astonished. O undefiled one, in whom the bliss of future life
dwelt, beseech thy Son and God to preserve your people unimpaired. (Sticheron after
the Gospel, Matins)

Source: https://uocofusa.org/mews 150814 1




Sermon on the Dormition of the Theotokos
by St. John of Kronstadt

“Magnify O my soul, the honourable Translation of the Mother of God from earth to heav-
en.” (Refrain for the 9th Ode of the Canon)

Let us be happy, beloved brothers and sisters that we belong to the Holy Orthodox Church,
worthily and rightly glorifying the Most Holy Sovereign Theotokos on this eminent day out of
all the days of the year with special solemnity. There exists on earth many societies and entire
governments that do not consider the need nor the obligation to call upon and glorify the
Queen of heaven and earth, the Mother of Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, and other saints and
angels; to submissively serve Her lovingly, as the true Mother of God.

Today the Holy Church solemnly glorifies the honorable Dormition or translation of the Moth-
er of God from earth to heaven. A wonderful translation - she died without serious illness,
peacefully. Her soul is taken up in the divine hands of Her Son and carried up into the heavenly
abode, accompanied by the sweet singing of angels. And then, her most pure body is trans-
ferred by the apostles to Gethsemane where it is honorably buried, and on the third day it is
resurrected and taken up to heaven. You see this on the icon of the Dormition of the Theotokos.
On it is represented the life-bearing body of the Theotokos laying on a bier, surrounded by the
apostles and hierarchs, and in the center of the icon the Lord holding in His hands the most
pure soul of the Theotokos. The translation of the Mother of God is a paradigm of the transla-
tion in general of the souls of Christians to the other world.

We say that our dead have “fallen asleep” or “passed away.” What does this mean? This means
that for the true Christian there is no death. Death was conquered by Christ on the cross. But
there is a translation, i.e, a rearrangement of his condition, i.e. his soul is in another place, in
another age, in another world beyond the grave, eternal, without end, that is what is meant by
“falling asleep”. It is as if it were a temporary dream after which, by the voice of the Lord and
the fearful yet wonderful trumpet of the Archangel, all the dead shall live and come forth each
to his place: either to the resurrection of life or to the resurrection of condemnation (John
5:29). This is what the Christian means by translation. We should be ready for this translation,
for the day of the general resurrection and judgment, for this indescribable world event, record-
ed in the Holy Scriptures.

This preparation for the meeting of the heavenly King before the dread judgment seat, after
death, is essentially the person’s preparation throughout the whole of his life. This preparation
means a change in all his thoughts, and the moral change of all his being, so that the whole
man would be pure and white as snow, washing clean everything that defiles the body and spir-
it, so that he 1s adorned with every virtue: repentance, meekness, humility, gentleness, simplici-
ty, chastity, mercifulness, abstention, spiritual contemplation, and burning love for God and
neighbor.

Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and for the inheritance of eternal life in heav-
en, should consist of these things. The heavenly King desires souls adorned with immutable
virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord Himself could abide in them. Do not marvel that
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the Very Lord wants to live in us. In fact the human soul is more spacious than the heavens
and the earth, for it exists in the image of God. And if one removes sins from the soul, the
Lord of all will settle in it and will fill it with Himself. “We will come to him and make our
dwelling with him” (John 14:23), says the Lord about the souls who love Him.

And so, ye participants in the Christian feasts, and especially the present feast of the Dormi-
tion of the Mother of God, ye who are brightly adorned with every virtue and translated to the
heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God, proclaim to each and every one about preparing their
souls to be the dwelling place of the Lord, about continual repentance, and about the incor-
ruptible adornment of Christian virtue. Let your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serv-
ing as the pledge of a good answer at the dread judgment seat of Christ. Amen.

Source: https://www.oca.org/fs/sermons/sermon-on-the-dormition-of-the-most-holy-theotokos

Assumption Church Community Update

Our Church newsletter is one of the ways we keep in touch with one another. Each month there
are special events in the life of the Church that should be shared with our entire community. This
is especially true in terms of baptisms, weddings, and funerals. We will now be dedicating space in
each newsletter to announce baptisms, weddings, and funerals that occur at Assumption Church
as well as those involving community members that are celebrated at other Orthodox Churches. If
you would like to submit an announcement regarding a baptism, wedding, or funeral that has been
celebrated at an Orthodox Church other than the Assumption Church, please send it directly to
Fr. Jarrod (frjarrod@gmail.com). This initial community update will include the baptism and fu-
nerals that have been celebrated at Assumption Church during 2020.

August 2020
Wedding of Demi and Jerry Thornton
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Establishment of the Stewardship Committee

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church joyfully announces the establishment of the
Stewardship Committee! Nancy Chinonis, John Costa, and Olga Steinhoff have agreed
to serve our Assumption Church on this newly established committee. Susan Kallis will
be the Parish Council representative for the committee. The parish priest and parish
council president will serve as ex officio members of the committee. We thank these
faithful parishioners who will serve the Assumption Church in this vital ministry.

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Matt. 6:21)

Stewardship acknowledges God’s many gifts of time, talent, and treasure to each
of us. Being blessed with these gifts, we should be stewards of them. These gifts are for
the benefit of others and ultimately, for the glory of God. The Stewardship Committee
will work to develop strategies and lead campaigns to encourage our church family to
embrace the spiritual practice of stewardship and to increase our personal stewardship of
the gifts given to each of us by God. We ask for your prayers for this new committee and
the spiritual growth of the stewardship ministry at the Assumption Church.

What have you that you did not receive? (1 Cor. 4:7)

We are now in the second half of 2020 and in the process of reopening the As-
sumption Church following the shutdown related to the coronavirus. The shutdown re-
minded us of the many blessings we have received from God, especially the Assumption
Church. It also reminded us of the importance of our stewardship commitment to the
church. We fulfill this commitment by prayerfully considering our many gifts from God
and honoring God through His Church with our time, talent, and treasure. Considering
our past stewardship commitments, the parish council set a stewardship goal for 2020 of
$132,000. We are over halfway to accomplishing this goal, and through the prayerful ef-
forts of our beloved parishioners, we will exceed this goal! If you have not made your
2020 stewardship commitment to the Assumption Church yet, the Stewardship Commit-
tee kindly requests that you do so in the very near future. The committee expresses its
great appreciation to all the faithful stewards of Assumption Church!
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Virtual

cash Raffle

Thursday, September 17
oo* 7:00 pm
. pel 200 Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
A TC 2245 E. Baldwin Road
Grand Blanc, MI

Cash Raffle will be live streamed on Facebook

¥ e

. 1stPrize: $10,000.00
. 2nd Prize:  5,000.00
. 3rd Prize: 2,000.00

Every 10th ticket drawn gets the holder their money back!

To purchase tickets, see a Parish Council member, contact the

office at 810-771-4611 or you may purchase online through our online
store at assumptiongrandblanc.org

*Tickets may be purchased by individuals or by a group
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ITW. Pierson
4

Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

PREMIERE
PACKAGImc

ging Services include:

stom Blending and Filling

ink Sleeve and Pressure Sensitive Labeling
2housing, Club Pallets, and Combo Packaging
Assembly and Blister Packaging

2 and Cartridge Filling

ark & Penny Drolet — Owners, Parishioners
6220 Lehman Drive

Flint, MI 48507
810-239-7650
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Catholic Charities
Center For Hope
Coup Kitchen
Adopt A Day

Anvone interested in sponsoring one of our
Catholic Charities Center For Hope lunch davs can do so
by donating $300 to Assumption to cover the food costs.
Pleaze zee John Hountalas or Lori Photiou to schedule.

a— Catholic Charities
of Shiawassee and
Genesee Counties
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jz |Wealth

Managecment

Dimitri Hountalas

Investment Executive

800.300.0459

810-845-3221

Need of the Month August:
| Genesee County Diapers
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Mortgage Drive:

This past March, it was 7 years since we started our Mortgage Drive. We have been able to
lower our Mortgage by more than $640,000 during this time. Approximately $380,000 of
this amount has been from fundraisers, your generous donations and from the Endowment
Fund. The remainder is from our Monthly Mortgage Payment. Thank you for your contin-
ued support, we are almost there. Our goal is to pay the mortgage in full by the end of
2021. That is also the 100th Anniversary of our Church.

Parish Council

j Mortgage Paid in Full E

As of 7-10-2020

our balance is:

$90,105.80

Thank You!
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The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive:
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MORTGAGE DRIVE
(FROM 6-1-2019 TO 5-1-2020)

Clyde & Georgia Allard

Rev. Fr. John & Presvytera Artemas

Karen Begley

Dennis & Alexis Branoff
Dennis & Debra Chinonis
Linda Chinonis

Katie Chinonis

James & Liz Christopher
Helen Dalbo

. Mark & Penelopi Drolet
. Toula Edmonds

Pam Heos & Jeff Brancheau

. Nick & Jennifer Holland

Rick & Tina Holland

. Dimitri & Brittany Hountalas
. John & Tasia Hountalas

. Yanni Hountalas

Efstratia Janis

. David Dufty & Elaine Joynt
. Athena Kalatzis

. Agape Kallis

. Penny Kallis

. Susan Kallis

. John & Karen Kaloydis

. Nikolaos & Stephanie Karabinas
. Pavlos & Ruth Karabinas
. Dean & Joyce Kossaras

. Paul & Pat Ladas

. Jeft & Nancy Lauster

Serena Lebessis

. George & Margot Levas
. Yanni & Aspasia Mavrikos

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
406.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

fo4.

Taso & Mitra Pagonis

Tim & April Paraschos
Carol Photiou

Lucas & Lori Photiou

Mike Potsos

Steve & Martha Poulos

Ken & Kathy Richards
JoAnne Schultze

Allen & Olga Steinhoff
Robert & Micheline Wilson
Catherine Yeotis

Hon. Thomas & Meg Yeotis
In Memory of Jerry Apostle
In Memory of Helen Anagnos
In Memory of Christ & Margaret Anastor
In Memory of Theodore Bachakes, Jr.
In Memory of Andrew Bageris

In Memory of Elaine Bakris

In Memory of Tim Bograkos

In Memory of John & Christine Caris
In Memory of Elias Chinonis

In Memory of Gabriella Chinonis

In Memory of Gus Chinonis

In Memory of John Chinonis

In Memory of Maria Contagianni

In Memory of James & Chryssee Daros
In Memory of Evangelos Douros

In Memory of London Eisenbeis

In Memory of George Giannoutis

In Memory of John Helton

In Memory of Tom & Goldie Heos
In Memory of John Jimos



MORTGAGE DRIVE
(FROM 6-1-2019 TO 5-1-2020)

The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive:

65. In Memory of James (Giannakopoulos) Johnson 90. DOP Kafi Night

06. In Memory of Harold Kallis 91. DOP Mardi Gras Bar Tips

67. In Memory of Tony Karakitsos 92. Endowment Fund

68. In Memory of Alex Karatza 93. Religious Education

069. In Memory of Nick Kondyles 94. Weeping Icon Service & Hall Rental
70. In Memory of Anne Kossaras 95. V.I.P’s

71. In Memory of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer 96. Assumption Catering

72. In Memory of Tom Lamberson 97. Blessing of the Buses

73. In Memory of Suzanne Lauster 98. Chili Cook-Off

74. In Memory of Ted Lowe 99. Food Sales for Mortgage Reduction
75. In Memory of Marianne Chardoul Mair 100. GFS Rebate

76. In Memory of George Margaritis 101. Hall Rental Bar Tips

77. In Memory of Kathryn Menoutes 102. Hall Rental Dishwasher & Linens
78. In Memory of Mike Michaelou 103. Hall Rental Linens & Liquor Add On
79. In Memory of Nicholas Mighion 104. Heos Hall Rental & Bar

80. In Memory of Aristoteles Panos 105. Makaria of Nick Kondyles

81. In Memory of Niki Panos 106. Makaria of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer
82. In Memory of Ida Payne 107. Sunday Brunch

83. In Memory of Dr. George Politis 108. 2nd Tray

84. In Memory of John Siambis 109. ABC Auto Repair

85. In Memory of Tommy Stergiopoulos 110. McCredie Insurance

86. In Memory of Cleo Tarlas 111. MJ Auto Inc

87. In Memory of Betty Vlahakis 112. Swartz Funeral Home

88. In Memory of Gus Vergos 113. Yanni’s Opa Bar & Grill

89. Daughters of Penelope

sportlite grill inc.
FRANK L. YIANNAT]JI e
. J manager
ATTORNEY AT LAW u of m pavilion
303 s. saginaw st.
PERSONAL INJURY flint, michigan 48502
CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST 810-233-5347
310 East Court Street (810) 233-0785 T ———
Flint, MI 48502 B ® Fax (810) 233-0781 3




Iconography Fund

As you know, we have begun our Iconography Project. We want to thank those who have purchased
an icon or just donated a little to help with this. There are still icons available for purchase. If you
would like to purchase an Icon or even just donate a little to the project, please contact John Hounta-
las (810-701-5164) or Father Jarrod. Thank you for your generosity.

The following individuals/families have contributed to the Iconography Project:

Peter and Alice Anastor
Steve and Anita Arsman
Dennis and Alexis Branoff
Debra and Dennis Chinonis
Katie Chinonis

Linda Chinonis

James and Liz Christopher
John and Laura Costa
Helen Dalbo

Bill & Joann Dau

Mark & Penelopi Drolet
Daughters of Penelope
Monica Dragan

Catherine Fechick

Walt and Diane Foraker
Greg and Sia Garceau

John and Marlo George
Camilla Greenberg

Pamela Heos & Jeff Brancheau
Nicholas & Jennifer Holland
Hountalas Family

Athena Kalatzis

Agape Kallis

Susan Kallis

Tessie Komodromos

Dimitri and Jacqueline Kontorousis
Dean and Joyce Kossaras

Maria Koutsoukos

Jeff and Nancy Lauster

Ann and Ted Lowe

William Lymperis

Lamprine Lymperpoulos
Spiridoula Panos

John and Irene Panos

Elaine and Dean Pappas

Evan Pappas

Barbara Santee

JoAnne Schultze

Allen and Olga Steinhoff
Michael Stevens

Bill and Lesley Stickley

Swartz Funeral Home

Peter and Susie Vergos

Cathy Yeotis

Memorial - Lazaros & Vasiliki Batsios
Memorial - Androulla Kyprianou
Memorial - Eugenia Routsis
Memorial - Giorgio Mirtsopoulos
Memorial - Kathryn Menoutes
Memorial - Kosta Zaravelis
Memorial - Marika Kalafatis
Memorial - Niki Panos
Memorial - Theodora Stevens
Memorial - Tom Lamberson

Memorial - Michael Michaelou

31 Memorial - Athanasia Vitinaros



Common Statement on Hagia Sophia

As Brothers in Christ, and the leaders of our respective communities here in
New York, we lament and decry the decision of the Turkish government to
change the status quo of the world renown Hagia Sophia, and re-convert this
monument of human and divine achievement into a mosque.

The Hagia Sophia was for nearly a millennium not only the greatest Church in
the world, but the greatest edifice as well. Its purpose was to be a place of
Christian worship par excellence. When the Roman Empire came to a conclu-
sion by conquest, and the Great Church was converted into a mosque, this was
an era when human events were advanced through violence. But this is not the
way we live today.

The creation of the modern State of Turkey is synonymous with a secular ideal
of inclusivity. By changing the status of Hagia Sophia from a mosque to a muse-
um, President Atatlrk manifested this global monument to be a sign of transition
from a theocratic empire, to a secular state that valued the equality of all its citi-
zens.

We affirm the wisdom of this earlier decision, and call for a reversal of the cur-
rent policy of the Turkish government to change the status of Hagia Sophia. We
stand together as brothers in faith, and in solidarity with all people of good will
and good faith, so that Hagia Sophia may remain what She is — a symbol of en-
counter, history, spiritual aspiration, and human achievement of the highest or-
der, glorifying the One God Who has made us all to be sisters and brothers of
one human family.

T ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York
Catholic Archdiocese of New York
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STATEMENT ON THE TRAGIC CONVERSION OF HAGIA SOPHIA
FROM MUSEUM TO MOSQUE

Friday, July 10, 2020

We, the Executive Committee of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of America, protest the decision of the civil courts in Turkey, as well as
the clear direction of their government, to re-convert Hagia Sophia into a mosque. As
citizens of the United States of America, we implore our government to intervene for
the reversal of this decision. Furthermore, we urge the Turkish government to return
to the status quo whereby Hagia Sophia remains a museum, respecting both its ori-
gins and history.

By contrast, this unilateral action denies the universal vocation of this holy and sa-
cred place. Hagia Sophia belongs to the whole of humanity as a World Heritage Site.
Built in 537 AD during the reign of Emperor Justinian, it has been, for more than a
millennium, a place of rich cultural and spiritual inspiration for all.

We are particularly concerned about the negative effects such a change will have on
religious pluralism in Turkey, as well as on the relations among nations and between
faith-based organizations. We call on the international community to invite the Turk-
ish authorities to revise their decision, affording all people the opportunity to continue
enjoying the full and rich history and beauty of this outstanding landmark. This
unique Christian monument should remain open to all as a sign of co-existence and
peace among all peoples of good will.

33



Yanni’s OPA Bar and Karaoke
3301 Davison Rd, Flint

Your place for Lunch or Dinner and Drinks!
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

3473 Fenton Rd
Burton, Ml 48529
(810) 232-8811




FISH FRY FRIDAY

3—8:30 Pm
THRU THE END OF JULY

Come and see why our Fish Fry was voted #1 in the Flint
area. We use only Icelandic Cod

Our varied menu also offers these delicious choices:
Baked Fish * Baked Potato * Plaki * Pastitsio * Clam Strips
Chicken Strips * Fish Sandwich * Baked Chicken * Gyros
Mac and Cheese * Shrimp Basket * Greek Salad
Rice Pudding

We welcome volunteers. Call John Hountalas (810) 701-5164 or
Lori Photiou (810) 444-1967 if you would like to volunteer to
help on a Friday night.

Teens: This is a great opportunity to earn your Community Service
Hours for school.

Fish Fry resumed June 12, 2020 and will continue through July.

Fish Fry sales for June 2020 $3,916.86
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Here is your chance to support our
Assumption Fish Fry and promote
your business at the same time!

Advertise in our continuous video
loop!

$100 for a 1 year ad!

Contact John Hountalas for details
810-701-5164
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urcil

As we look around our church and her prop-
erty, we see things that may need repair in the
next few years. To that end, the Parish Coun-
cil has started a Property Improvement
Fund, initially funded by Fish Fry donations.
The Property Improvement Fund gives eve-
ryone another option for your generous do-

nations. Property Improvement Fund Bal-
ance as of July 10, 2020 is $7,200.51.

NEW PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS

Due to the rising cost of mailing receipts for
every donation received by the church, the
Parish Council has established the following
procedure for receipts:

When you mail in a donation to the church,
or drop it off in the office, a receipt will not
be mailed or given to parishioners of As-
sumption Greek Orthodox Church. Your
cancelled check can be used as proof of your
payment, as well as the contribution state-
ment you receive from the church at the end
of the year. This includes donations for
stewardship, mortgage reduction, iconogra-
phy, festival, cash raffle, golf outing, memori-
als, miscellaneous, etc.

If you require a receipt, please contact the
church office during normal business hours
(Tuesday — Friday 10:00 AM — 3:00 PM) or

see a Parish Council member on Sunday’s.

Receipts will continue to be mailed to non-

parishioners.
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FRIENDS
OF THE
METROPOLIS
2020
CONTRIBUTIONS

(JAN 1 - APRIL 30)

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra

Chinonis, Linda

Kalatzis, Athena

Kaloydis, John & Karen

Mersinas, George & Laura

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg
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TAP ROOM & BREWPUB
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N, MI 48519
'44-1310
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

340 S, Saginaw St « Flint, Michigan 48502




ASSUMPTION CHURCH

CAN DRIVE
FUNDRAISER

e/l g

TIRED OF THE LONG BOTTLE RETURN LINES?
BRING YOUR EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS
TO ASSUMPTION CHURCH
(DROP-OFF IN BACK BY KITCHEN DOOR)
AND LET US TAKE THEM BACK.

PROCEEDS OF THIS FUNDRAISER SUPPORT
ASSUMPTION CHURCH
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STEWARDSHIP 2020

STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if
a filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.

Allard, Clyde & Georgie
Altheide, Dena

Asa, Darwin & Barbara
Bachakes, Katheryn
Bachakes, Vicki

Bakris, Dr. Chris

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas
Batsios, Christos & Ashley
Batsios, Efthyia

Batsios, Evangelos
Birtsas, Sandra
Bistolaridis, Antonios & Maria
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy
Brown Jr., Andy
Buterakos, Jim & Roxanne
Chiatalas, Andrew & Kelly
Chiavaras, Lucille
Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra
Chinonis, Katie

Chinonis, Linda

Chinonis, Sandi
+Chuleas-Williams, Anna
Clinton, Mike & Kathy
Costa, John & Laura
Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia
Dalbo, Helen

Daros, Christine

Dau, Bill & Joanne
Davlantes, Alex & Alexis
Delbridge, Ray & Carol
Demps, Crystal

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi

Fahoome, Calliope

Falaras, Mary
Ferich, Andrew & Voula
Foraker, Walt & Diane
Garceau, Greg & Sia
Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy
Heos, James & Cassie
Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey
Holland, Nick & Jennifer
Holland, Rick & Tina
Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany
Hountalas, John & Tasia
Hountalas, Yanni
Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki
Iordanou, Bill & Lisa
Johnson, Denise
Joseph, Patti
Joynt, Elaine & Duffy, David
Kalatzis, Athena
Kallis, Agape
Kallis, Nick
Kallis, Penny
Kallis, Susan
Kaloydis, John
Kapellas, Katina
Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth
Karakitsos, Peter & Litsa
Karay, Sr., Nicholas
Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula
Komodromos, Tessie
Kondyles, Chryssoula
Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline
Kossaras, Dean & Joyce
Kottalis, Mary T.
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STEWARDSHIP 2020

STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if
a filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina

Kus, Michael & Alexis

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Shaochi

Lauster, Jeff & Nancy

Livieratos-Dobbins, Dr. Maria, David, &

Nicholas

Lowe, +Ted & Ann
Mandelaris, John & Pauline
Manutes, Nicholas & Maria
Margaritis, +George & Sofia
Marks, Achilles & Afroditi
Marks, Jean

Martorelli, Matt & Jill
Martorelli, Michael
Martorelli, Sophia
Menoutes, George
Mersinas, George & Laura
Michaelou, Sevasti
Neofotistos, John & Julie
Nikolakeas, John & Polin
Nitsos, George & Candy
O’Keefe, Derek & Michelle
Pagonis, Taso & Mitra
Pagonis, Voula
Panos-Lillar, Diana

Panos, John & Irene
Panos, Spiridoula
Pappadakis, Nikki

Pappas, Dean & Elaine
Paraschos, Sam & Sandra
Paraschos, Tim & April
Pavlis, John & Pat

Peters, Jeff & Maria

Photiou, Carol
Photiou, Lucas & Lori
Photiou, Maroulla
Politis, Rita

Potsos, Dimitrios & Stergoula
Poulos, Chris & Debra
Poulos, Eleanor

Poulos, Steve & Martha
Richards, Ken & Kathy
Rivette, Matthew & Lori
Russell, Rev. Fr. Jarrod
Schultze, JoAnne

Sirakis, Kosta & Sofia
Sirakis, Paris & Athena
Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra
Stavridis, Tomas & Zoe
Steinhoff, Allen & Olga
Steinhoff, Amanda
Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie
Stergiopoulos, Mary
Thornton, Jerry & Demi
Van Dyke, Ryan & Amy
Vergos, Nitsa

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie
Vitinaros, Nick & Effie
Walker, Bruce & Kathy
Welch, Tim & Joann
Wright, Jeff & Kay

Yeotis, Art & Susan

Yeotis, Catherine

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda
Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg

Zaravelis, Fani
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Mortgage Reduction Food Sales:

Pastitsio OR Moussaka Half Pan — Serves 9-12 — $25.00
(made by Jimmy)

Jimmy’s Plaki Tray — $25.00

Spinach Cheese Pie Tray — 15 pieces —$25.00

increase to $9.00
t

Greek Feta 2 1/2 pounds—$8.00 on seprember 1. 2020

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle) 12 Pieces — $10.00

Lamb Shanks 2 Shanks cooked w/sauce $15.00
Greek Olives 3 LB Container $16.00
Dolmathes 25 for $20.00

Grecian Style:

Green Beans Peas Rice Pilaf
$15 $15 $10

PHYLLO DOUGH
1 pound package — $2.00

To order call John Hountalas
810-701-5164

Philoptochos Sweet Bread Sale
TSOUREKI

$6.50
(Proceeds for Tsoureki go to the Philoptochos)




CHURCH USAGE / HALL RENTAL FEES

(Approved by Parish Council Effective November 10, 2015)

For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism (there is no charge for Funeral
or Memorial Services)

CHURCH USAGE FEE

Member in good standing of Non-member at Assumption Church
Assumption Church Grand Blanc - Grand Blanc

Minimum $500 paid-up stewardship for

previous year and up-to-date present year

stewardship

No fee for use of the church for $250 fee for use of the church for
sacraments sacraments

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the
proposed sacrament date.

HALL RENTAL FEES

Member in good standing of Non-member at Assumption Church
Assumption Church Grand Blanc - Grand Blanc

Minimum $500 paid-up stewardship for

previous year and up-to-date present year

stewardship

Flat Fee of $600 for Hall Rental (includes
clean-up)

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will
be supplied at a cost of $$50 (cannot bring
own dishwasher)

Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental
(includes clean-up)

If church dishes are used, dishwasher
will be supplied at a cost of $$50
(cannot bring own dishwasher)

Members in good standing only
Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental:
$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each
additional hour up to a maximum of $600
Renter responsible for hall clean-up (no
kitchen usage)

PAYMENT IN FULL DUE 30 DAYS IN ADVANCE.

If you pay your stewardship using the offering envelopes provide in the church you
must write “stewardship” on the envelope to ensure processing as stewardship.
Unmarked envelopes will be considered a contribution only.



MEMORIAL DONATIONS

(44 . . .
Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in

memory of the departed are typically collected by the
church, which then presents the names and final dona-
tion amount to the designated surviving family member.
At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on
distribution of those funds and can determine if they
would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for
the church in memory of the departed from a published
list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the
church office). We ask that should the family desire to
purchase an item they indicate this to the priest and Par-
ish Council by the time of the 40 day memorial, other-
wise those funds will be released to the operating fund of
our church. Any memorial donation checks not marked
“Assumption Church” will be distributed for the purpose

indicated on the check.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Scheduling of Memorial Services

All  Memorial Services must be
scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so
that they may be placed on the church

calendar.

Koliva

If anyone is in need of Koliva, please
contact Diana Lillar (of Philoptochos)
for the names of those available to
make it. The standard rate is $150. It
is the responsibility of the family to
arrange for Koliva.

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY

The current approved policy for Parishioner
Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is

as follows:

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-
ed according the rites of the Orthodox
Church. and attending the AGOC.

Parishioner - Member in Good Standing:

e Person in compliance with Section 1
and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform
Parish Regulations of the Greek

Orthodox Archdiocese.

o Person with an AGOC pledge card on
file and current in pledges for active and
preceding year.

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-
pliance with requirements for Parishioner or
Member in Good Standing as defined above.

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can
receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-
quired to pay church usage fee as per Page 19.

Any deviations from this policy must be
approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to
them at least one month prior to the proposed
sacrament date.

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or
credit card can be accepted as payment of
stewardship. Donations of items or services
cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of
monetary payment.

44



. P — e S
- T o <> i, Cas oy, e - - " M
T Lo -

When you need expertise in financial law
ire the financial law experts:
Kus, Ryan & Associates

Since 1988, Michael Kus has led an expert team of legal counsel representing major

financial institutions throughout the country. Their practice that specializes in the

financial industry includes regulatory, compliance, bankruptcy, real estate, human

resources, commercial loan documentation and workout. Contact Mike at 248-364-3090
to put his team of legal experts to work for you.

Kus__RYAN

ASSOCIATES PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Michael A. Kus, Managing Member « mkus@krslaw.biz
2851 High Meadow Circle, Suite 120 + 248.264.2090 . krslaw.biz

45




DAVID DUFFY. CPA. PLLC

CERTIFHED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND
CONSULTANTS

Your trusted resource for practical solutions in...

Accounting Business and Residential IT Services -
Payroll Virus Removal/Prevention

IRS & Michigan Tax Problem Resolution Computer Optimization

Property Tax Issues Hardware/Software Upgrades
Income Tax Preparation Network Setup/Troubleshooting
Financial Planning/Investment Advising Parental Controls

Real Estate Rental Consulting Online Backup Services

www.davidduffycpa.com

888.820.3833
1

46




TRUST EXPERIENCE. COUNT ON COMMITMENT.

Business Law * Employment Law * Insurance Defense * General Litigation
Medical Malpractice * Municipal Law ¢ Probate, Estate and Elder Law
Real Estate * Wealth Transfer « Workers’ Compensation

CLINE, CLINE GRIFFIN

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Walter P. Griffin * Timothy H. Knecht = Jose' 1. Brown * J. Brian MacDonald
Barbara J. Hunyady + Megan R. Mulder + Brandon K. Wagner + Nancy K. Chinonis

Attorneys at Law * Since 1928 » www.ccglawyers.com * 810.232.3141




'@ Swartz

: FUNERAL HOME

Our Family Caring For Yours

Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family

o Personal Family Service o Cremation Services

« Affordable Cost Options o Aftercare Services Provided

o Advance Funeral Planning ¢« Monuments

1255 W. Hill Road
Between I-475 and US-23
810-235-2345

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
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We don’t just say

were family owned and
operated. . .we are.

When you call Sharp
Funeral Home, you mught
think it would be hard

to get a family member

on the phone. The truth

1s, we've been serving
families for over 40 years,
from four locations, and
we pride ourselves on our
availability to you. We
have five immediate family
members active at our firm

Midhael T. Scully, Jennifer Sharp Scwdly, Roger L. Sharp, in addition to our extended
Stephanie Shurp Fosir, Roger L. Sharp 11 family of dedicated staff
members. At Sharp, when
“ we say were family owned
} and operated, we really
mean it.
FUNERAL HOMES
Toll-free 1-877-53-SHARP
sharpfuneralhomes.com
Miller Road Chapel Linden Chapel Fenton Chapel ~ Funem! Home & Cramation Cener

Roger L. Sharp, Manager Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager  Michael T. Scully, Manager  Jennifer Sharp Scully, Mavager
8138 Miller Road » Swartz Creck 209 E. Broad St » Linden 1000 Silver Lake Rd » Fenton 6063 Fenton Road « Flint

(810) 635-4411 (810) 7357833 (810) 629-9321 (810) 634-4900

 aclirdy
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

Ny’

810/694-6900 Chinonis Agency Inc.
FAX 810/694-6910 G-6111 S. Saginaw
Claims 800/222-6424 Grand Blanc, Ml 48439

dechinonis@aaamichigan.com
Dennis E. Chinonis
Agency Principal

Membership * Travel
Insurance * Financial Services

FE= YK

& CONSULTATION, PLLC ] DJ Manolakis

417 OLDMILL DRIVE
FLUSHING, MICHIGAN 48433

JOHN K. COSTA, AIA = V-
ARCHITECTURAL DEstoN w ) 1L] |

Greek and American Music

810-659-5275 Fax 810-659-5399 $10-845-2019

Bl et A AT

PLUMBING +» HEATING  COOLING « ELECTRICAL

Main Office: P.O.Box 33
Fhint, Ml 48501

810.7143.6883

Wth brandhes m Ponbac, Oscoda and Ann Arbor

ADVERTISING OPTIONS (: NOTES
Mewsletter is printed 11 manths peryear as the
o« MNLFull Page & TV Ad..o S300/yr. July/August is a combined newsletter
* NLHalf Page & TV Ad....ocee 3200/yr T Ad cycles continuously every Friday during the
»  MNLFUll PAgE. oo $250/yr Church Fish Fry - 3pm-8:30pm
o MLHalf Page. ..o 5150/ yr For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg
files or similar
o MNLBusiness Card..._.._._.__.__.__.__. S T5/yr
Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater PDF
O TWAD . 5100/yr
Please include or email artwork
» ML Business Card & TW Ad.......... 5150/yr

Thank you for your support of our Church.

EMAIL ADS TO: chsecagoc@gmail.com



Orthros: 9:00 am 2020 Parish Council

Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am
Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest
Weekdays and Feast Days: John Hountalas — President
See Calendar Tom Stamatis — V. President

Ruth Karabina — Secretary
JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer

Summer Office Hours Helen Dalbo — Co-Treasurer

Wednesday — Friday Andy Brown, Jr.
10 am — 3 pm Debra Chinonis
Fish Fry Hours Nick Holland
1830 Susan Kallis
-6:5U pm George Nitsos
John Panos

Telephone:  810-771-4611 Diana Lillar - Ex-Officio Member

Secretary: Laura Mersinas ORGANIZATIONS

) ACOLYTES: JOHN KALOYDIS

E-Mail

CHOIR: NANCY CHINONIS

. . CHANTERS: CRYSTAL DEMPS & BILL ROUFOS

Secretary: chsecagoc(@gmail.com

REeLIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE:

Lor1 PHOTIOU & ANGIE CARPENTER
Website PHILOPTOCHOS: DIANA LILLAR

www.assumptiongrandblanc.org GOYA: TBD

VIPS: VourLa PAGONIS

AHEPA: JoHN COSTA

Please check the website for DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE: CATHY YEOTIS

up to date events.
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%y Assumption Greek Orthodox Church NON-PROFIT ORG.
% 4 2245 E Baldwin Road USS. Postage Paid
2. Grand Blanc, MI 48439

Grand Blanc, Michigan
Permit #42

Place mailing label here

ASSUMPTION GOC HALL IS NOW BOOKING
FOR 2020 GRADUATION OPEN HOUSES

CONTACT:
JOHN HOUNTALAS 810-701-5164
OR
THE CHURCH OFFICE: 810-771-4611
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