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Note: This newsletter is being finalized while the restrictions in response to the coronavirus
are in place. We hope and pray that the restrictions will be lifted in the near future. Please
be sure to check the Church Calendar on the Church website and to review the Online An-
nouncements for any adjustments or changes to the schedule. As of the date of publica-
tion, Divine Services will be conducted behind closed doors and live streamed on the
Church Facebook page, and meetings will be conducted via teleconference. The Sunday
Divine Liturgy continues to be celebrated every Sunday at 10:00am and is available for view-
ing on the Church Facebook page.

JUNE 2020
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7:  Pentecost......Divine Liturgy 10 am
.....5ervice of Kneeling 11:30 am
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 10:  Parish Council Meeting 6:15 - 8:15 pm

15 - 28: Apostles Fast
21: Father’s Day
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23:  Divine Liturgy for Nativity of St. John the Baptist 6 pm

29:  Pan0Orthodox Divine Liturgy for Sts. Peter & Paul TBD
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Jury 2020

Sun | Mon| Tue | Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat 4:  Independence Day
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¢ Tax Day
:  Divine Liturgy for St. Panteleimon 10 am
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June:

7: Martorelli, Sophia
14: Menoutes, George

Prosphoron Schedule

21: Mersinas, George & Laura
28: Michaelou, Sevesti

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:30 am on the morn-
ing of the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, for Fa-
ther to read the proskomide prayers: one list is for those who are living and the other
for those who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please send a check to
the church for $20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox Church” with a
note stating it is for Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If you have

5: Neofotistos, John & Julie
12: Nikolakeas, John & Polin

19: Nitsos, Emma
26: Nitsos, George & Candy

questions, please contact the church office, 810-771-4611.

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,

that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power

as it is working. — James 5:16

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Lucas Paul; Nikolaos Karabinas;

Achilles Marks; George Pappadakis; Charlie Paraschos

Sunday Reader Schedule
June July
7  Ruth Karabina 5 John Costa
14 Nick Holland 12 Ruth Karabina
21 Cathy Yeotis 19  Cathy Yeotis
28 John Kaloydis 26 John Kaloydis

810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement. Thank youl!

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office,




FROM REV. FR. JARROD RUSSELL

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. I Thessalonians 5:16-18

Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church,

St. Paul provides us with simple directions as we face each and every day. These
directions are even more meaningful when we face challenges such as the current coro-
navirus medical crisis. Regardless of what we face each day, we can still rejoice, pray,
and give thanks. Consider the following as prayers of rejoicing and thanksgiving.

We rejoice and give thanks that our Lord has blessed us with the fullness of the
faith by joining us to the Orthodox Church.

We rejoice and give thanks for those faithful Orthodox Bishops who rightly teach
the word of the truth and have preserved our Orthodox faith throughout the ages.

We rejoice and give thanks for all the Orthodox clergy, laity, and monastics faith-
fully living out the Orthodox faith throughout the world.

We rejoice and give thanks for those blessed men and women who in faith found-
ed the Assumption Church in Flint almost one-hundred years ago.

We rejoice and give thanks for our spiritual father, His Eminence Metropolitan
Nicholas of Detroit, who is faithfully leading our Metropolis and guiding our parish
through his prayers and wisdom.

We rejoice and give thinks for the technology that allows us to broadcast the Di-
vine Services to the faithful even though the doors must be locked.

We rejoice and give thanks for those faithful Orthodox Christians who have con-
tinued to serve during these days to keep our Assumption Church fully operational.

We rejoice and give thanks specifically for the faithful five (Nancy Chinonis,
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Crystal Demps, Ruth Karabina, Alex Photiou, and Lori Photiou) who made it possible
for us to celebrate a very beautiful and prayerful Holy Week.

We rejoice and give thanks for our spouses, our children, our parents, and all our
family members, both nearby and throughout the world.

We rejoice and give thanks for our friends and our neighbors.
We rejoice and give thanks to the Lord for our health when we are healthy.

We rejoice and give thanks to the Lord that He will deliver us from sickness
when we are ill.

We rejoice and give thanks for our employers when we are employed.

We rejoice and give thanks for our clients and customers when we own our own
business.

We rejoice and give thanks that the Lord will provide for us when our employ-
ment is not secured.

We rejoice and give thanks to the Lord for all things including those things not
listed above, 1n all times, in all places, and in all ways.

As Orthodox Christians, we pray with rejoicing and thanksgiving to God. As your
Parish Priest, I personally rejoice and give thanks for all of you, the faithful parishion-
ers and friends of Assumption Church. Thank you for your prayers and support.

With Love in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

Holy Friday Evening
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FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Dear Assumption Church family,

Our entire community, including our beloved Assumption Church, has been impacted by the
coronavirus pandemic. The stay at home orders, business closings, reduced staffing and ser-
vices, etc. have created many challenges. The most difficult part has been the separation of our
Church family from the Divine Services, especially during Holy Week and Pascha. We miss
each and every one of you and hope that you are all healthy and staying safe!

During the pandemic, our Assumption Church has been closing our doors both during services
and throughout the week since March 17, the Friday fish fry has been closed since March 20,
and we have cancelled and/or postponed fundraisers such as the annual super draw and donkey
races. Our Assumption Church has definitely been experiencing the coronavirus along with
everyone else in our community.

In light of these challenges, the parish council has taken measures to ensure that the Church
continues full operations without any disruptions unrelated to the coronavirus and to guarantee
that the ministries of our Church will continue to grow as we pray for the end of the pandemic.

Please note that the ultimate success of these measures depend entirely on the generosity
of our faithful stewards to ultimately meet the financial obligations of our Assumption
Church. QOur community’s continued financial support is needed and greatly appreciat-
ed!

The measures taken include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. We requested and received a deferment of our principal payment for our mortgage
loan for three (3) months. This deferment does not release us from our obligation to pay
the interest that accrues and the full principal amount of the loan;

2. In consultation with the Metropolis of Detroit, we have temporarily suspended pay-
ments on our parish allocation to the Archdiocese. This is a temporary pause as we re-
main responsible for the full amount of the allocation by the end of the calendar year;

3. Under the guidance and direction of the Metropolis of Detroit, we applied for and re-
ceived a limited SBA Paycheck Protection Program loan to assist our Church in meeting
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payroll and certain utility payments (all designated by the program) for eight (8) weeks.
This is a very restricted and temporary measure designed to help small businesses and
churches “get by” for a few weeks. The program includes loan forgiveness, which has
to be requested after the funds have been expended and then must be approved by the
federal government; and

4. We have set up “Online Giving” through our website (assumptiongrandblanc.org).
Friends and parishioners may now use a credit card to provide a donation for:

a. Stewardship (a 4% Credit Card Procession Fee applies)

b. Mortgage Reduction

c. Iconography

d. Assumption Church Investment Fund (the Memorial Wall)
e. Memorials

f. Lighting a candle (small, large or seven (7) day)

g. General donations

Again, the success of these measures depends entirely on the generosity of the faithful to sup-
port our Assumption Church.

Please continue praying to our Lord during these challenging times. Your patience and contin-
ued understanding is greatly appreciated. We hope to see you in person soon!!

Your Parish Council

We express our appreciation to Bill Dau
and John Hountalas for painting the Fel-
lowship Hall while it was closed due to the
coronavirus pandemic. We also express
our appreciation to those faithful parish-
- loners who donated the paint and other
materials. Thank you!



FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Coronavirus scams are becoming more ingenious every day. The American Bankers Association
{ABA) recently published a list of a few of the current scams targeting clder Americans, but they apply

to all ages.
TIPS FOR IDENTIFYING AND AVOIDING SCAMS

" BEWARE OF SCAMS. If you receive calls, emailz, or other communications claiming to be from the
FDIC or another federal agency and offering COVID-19 related grantz or payments in exchange for
personal financial information, or a charge of any kind, please do not respond. These are scams.

» |FYOU USE A COMPUTER {INCLUDING A MOBILE DEVICE), WATCH OUT FOR
PHISHING SCAMS: Phishing scams use fraudulent emails, texts, phone calls and websites to
trick users into disclosing private account or login information. Do not click on links or open
any attachments or pop-up screens from sources you are not familiar with, and NEVER give
your password, account number or PIN to anyone.

» JGNORE OFFERS FOR A COVID-19 VACCINE, CURE OR TREATMEMNT: If there is a
medical breakthrough, it will not be reported through unsolicited emails or online ads.

» DO SOME RESEARCH BEFORE MAKING A DONATION OR INVESTMENT. Be wary of any
business, charty or individual requesting COVID-19 related payments or donations in cash, by
wire fransfer, gift card or through the mail. You should be wary of any company claiming the
ability to prevent, detect or cure coronavins.

Source: The infermation in this article was taken from an ABA Bank Compliance article in the May-June 2020 issue



Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner

What a crazy last few months we have had. We made some quick adjustments after the
Stay Home Stay Safe Executive Order went into place and were able to start holding Reli-
gious Education remotely via Zoom every week with our PreK-5th grade students. We
even remotely held our monthly session with our Middle School 6th-8th grade students.
Thank you to all the parents who made it a priority for their children to attend the classes.
It was a blessing to the teachers to be able to see all of their smiling faces. We wrapped up
our academic Religious Education year on May 3rd with our PreK-5th grade kids in a
Zoom session with Father giving them a great explanation of the different areas of the

church building to the kids.

Since there was not an April or May Newsletter the total bake sale sales for the month of
February were $502 and for the month of March were $344.50.

As we still learn what our new normal will be we will keep you posted on the plans for our
next school year of Religious Education. Enjoy your summer break.

Sincerely,
Religious Education Committee

Lori Photiou & Ageliki Carpenter

A
¥ Angela Margaritis 4




A Note About Live-Streaming the Divine Services

We were very blessed during the coronavirus lockdown. Lori Photiou dedicated her
time and talents to utilize modern technology and provide a live-stream broadcast of our
Divine Services at Assumption Church. Thank you Lori! This is a temporary measure that
reveals to our faithful a key theological point about our services. Even if we were not able
to live-stream the Divine Services, we would still celebrate the services as they have a
beneficial effect for our community and draw us closer to God even when we are unable to
attend the services for good cause. At an appropriate time, once the lockdown is over, the
live-streaming will be stopped. Until then, we are very thankful for the technology and the
faithful servants making this live-stream possible.

We were very impressed with the number of people viewing our services. There
have been hundreds of views of each service! That said, the viewing statistics recorded by
Facebook reflect that our online viewing followed patterns of our normal attendance at
Church. The Resurrection Service was the most viewed service by far with the Divine Lit-
urgy on Palm Sunday morning and the Lamentations Service on Holy Friday evening hav-
ing the second and third highest viewing totals. The viewing numbers further reveal that
our Church family should make a commitment next year to attend the Descent from the
Cross Service on Holy Friday afternoon and the Crucifixion Service on Holy Thursday
evening as the viewing totals for these services was average. Surprisingly, the Service of
Holy Unction was not heavily viewed when compared to the other services.

As we continue our spiritual journey, one of ascent towards our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ, this experience this year will hopefully motivate us to increase our attendance

at the Divine Services, especially during Holy Week!

10



The Descent from the Cross
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The Lamentations, Proto-Anastasi and Resurrection Services




1st Saturday of Souls

Liturgy

ivine

D

Baptism of Elliott Chang

2020

February 15,




St. John (Maximovitch) of Shanghai and San Francisco

We celebrate the life of our father among the saints, John (Maximovitch) of Shanghai
and San Francisco, on July 2. Devotion to this modern saint of the Orthodox Church has grown
exponentially since he fell asleep in the Lord in 1966. The Orthodox faithful in America are
blessed to have his incorrupt relics preserved at the Russian Orthodox Cathedral of the Mother
of God “Joy of All Who Sorrow” in San Francisco. Shortly after his enthronement, Archbishop
Elpidophoros of America visited the Cathedral to venerate the relics of St. John. The life of St.
John below is compiled from an article posted on Orthodoxwiki.com with additions from the
biography by Bishop Alexander (Mileant).

The future St. John was born on June 4, 1896, in the southern Russian village (current
day Ukraine) of Adamovka in the Kharkov province to pious parents, Boris and Glafira Maxi-
movitch. He was given the baptismal name of Michael, after the Holy Archangel Michael. In
his youth, Michael was sickly and had a poor appetite, but he displayed an intense religious in-
terest. He was educated at the Poltava Military School (1907-14), Kharkiv Imperial University,
from which he received a law degree (in 1918), and the University of Belgrade (where he com-
pleted his theological education in 1925).

He and his family fled their country as the Bolshevik revolutionaries descended on the
country, emigrating to Yugoslavia. There, he enrolled in the Department of Theology of the
University of Belgrade. He was tonsured a monk in 1926 by Metropolitan Anthony
(Khrapovitsky) of Kharkov (later the first primate of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia). As is the custom for new monks, the future saint received a new name, John after St.
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John of Tobolsk, who was a distant relation. Metr. Anthony later in 1926 ordained hima hi-
erodeacon. Bishop Gabriel of Chelyabinsk ordained him a hieromonk on November 21,
1926.

Following his ordination, Hieromonk John began an active life of teaching at the Bitol
Seminary and celebrating the Divine Services in various languages including, at the request
of local Greeks, the Greek language. The Bitol Seminary was in the Serbian Diocese of
Ohrid which was headed by the future St. Nikolai (Velimirovich) of Zhicha, who said repeat-
edly, “If you wish to see a living saint, go to Bitol to Father John.”

Hieromonk John was consecrated bishop on May 28, 1934, with Metr. Anthony serv-
ing as principal consecrator, after which he was assigned to the Diocese of Shanghai. Twelve
years later he was named Archbishop of China. Upon his arrival in Shanghai, Bp. John began
working to restore unity among the various Orthodox nationalities. In time, he worked to
build a large cathedral church that was dedicated to Surety of Sinners Icon of the Mother of
God, with a bell tower and a large parish house. Additionally, he inspired many activities:
building of churches, hospitals, and orphanages among the Orthodox and Russians of Shang-
hai. He was intensely active, constantly praying and serving the daily cycle of services, while
also visiting the sick with the Holy Gifts. He often would walk barefooted even in the coldest
days.

With the end of World War II and the coming to power of the Communists in China,
Bp. John led the exodus of his community from Shanghai in 1949. Initially, he helped some
5,000 refugees to a camp on the island of Tubabao in the Philippines, while he travelled suc-
cessfully to Washington, D.C., to lobby to amend the law to allow these refugees to enter the
United States. It was while on this trip that Bp. John took time to establish a parish in Wash-
ington dedicated to St. John the Forerunner. In 1951, Abp. John was assigned to the Archdio-
cese of Western Europe with his cathedral in Paris.

In 1962, Abp. John was assigned to the Diocese of San Francisco, succeeding his long-
time friend Abp. Tikhon. Abp. John's days in San Francisco were to prove difficult as he at-
tempted to heal the great disunity in his community. He was able to bring peace such that the
new cathedral, dedicated to the Joy of all Who Sorrow Icon of the Mother of God, was com-
pleted. Deeply revering St. John of Kronstadt, Abp. John played an active role in preparation
of his canonization.

Abp. John fell asleep in the Lord during a visit to Seattle on July 2, 1966, while ac-
companying a tour of the Kursk-Root Icon of the Mother of God. He was laid to rest in a
crypt chapel under the main altar of the cathedral.

Abp. John of Shanghai and San Francisco was canonized as a Saint by the Russian
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Church on July 2 1994. It was an unforgettable event to which hundreds of clergy and many
thousands of laymen came from all over the world.

Bishop Alexander concludes, “The importance of St. John for the people of today cannot
be underestimated. Those who knew him personally or have read about his life and miracles
have learned of the tremendous spiritual power embodied in this frail little man. God was
drawn to the burning, loving heart of St. John, which became a vessel of His grace. He entrust-
ed the Saint with heavenly secrets and the ability to transcend physical laws, making him a
point of contact between Himself, the Creator, and us, His creatures.”

The Descent from the Cross

‘ s i <4 ' E
The Descent from the Cross
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NIOCC

As the Covid-19 is unfolding, much of the world is struggling to navigate these turbulent waters.
IOCC’s mission is becoming more important than ever. Together, through prayer, self care, love &
taith, we can weather this storm. You may make a donation on IOCC website. IOCC helps by be-
ing committed to causes that not only save lives, they help to rebuild lives. We can assemble kits
from home and send to IOCC.

Thank you,
The Theotokos be with all,
Love Ruth

DM

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN MISSION CENTER

Hope all are healthy and safe. Due to Covid-19 we aren’t able to collect
coin boxes.

If you would, continue to put change in them for missions, which is on
going even more during this pandemic. When we get the ok to open Our
church, I ask that you bring them to church. I will collect at that time, have
change counted, and let you know how we did.

COIN BOX

Thanks for all your help. Love in Christ, Ruth

O T NA <
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
MISSION CENTER

I am continuing with letter writing to prisoners at this time. If any one is interested, please let me
know. My number is (810)348-1372. “For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was
sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” (Matthew 25:36-41) Letter writing
is one way we can come to those in prison.

Love in Christ, Ruth
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Philoptochos Society — Friends of the Poor !

). P ¢ }»\«
FLrowsm1?

Our Mission Statement

“To aid the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the unemployed, the or-
phaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, to
undertake the burial of the impoverished person and to offer assistance to anyone

who may need the help of the Church...”

Sending prayers to our Sister Ann Lowe for the loss of her husband, Ted Lowe. May
his memory be eternal.

Please don’t forget to wear a mask if you have to go out during this time of quaran-
tine and maintaining a safe distance. One person can infect 40, so please take care and
stay safe. I would like to thank Father and his “Crew” for the online Services. We ap-
preciate their efforts during this time. Prayers for our community, the country and the
world.

Diana Panos-Lillar

President

The LLamentations
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Daughters of Penelope

Iris Chapter 242
Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood

Daughters of Penelope June News

Since our meeting there hasn't been a lot going on for any of us as
[ am sure you all have been staying home and staying safe. During this time I have
been on several teleconferences concerning the upcoming District 10 AHEPA Fam-
ily Convention. It was originally scheduled for We all know that is impos-
sible since gatherings of that size are not safe. The convention has been resched-
uled for Please save the date on your calendar. The ban-
quet will be held at the Genesys Banquet Center with music by DJ Manolakis and
lots of Greek dancing. We will all need to get out and celebrate by then.

Thank you to all who have donated to the matching funds project for our church
that was organized by the District Lodges and the Omega AHEPA Chapter. The
Omega Chapter that owns Senior Housing Residences near Mount Clemens will
match what we raise up to $2,000. They are required to donate a certain amount of
their profits to nonprofit entities. They will then donate $4,000 to our church. We
are so pleased they have decided to assist the Greek Orthodox Churches of Michi-
gan this year.

We are still planning on having a Salad Luncheon in October.

We will let you know when our next meeting will occur. If you need help with any-
thing, please feel free to contact the Daughters of Penelope.

Cathy Yeotis
President
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REGISTRATION FORM TO FOLLOW!
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GREEK ORTHODON ARCHIDIOCESE OF AMUHRICA

GREEK ORTHODOX I\-’I[TRDP{)LIS OF DETROIT

25601 CROES Hixan Fiasg) 823 2400 W DT TROI T GOARCIL DG

RO, ML qkiody T {agf) 323-040 CFELCEEDETROIT GO RCH O

April 27, 2020
To the Reverend Farhers and Esteemed Parish Councils of the Greck Orthodox Metropolis of Derroir,

Christ is Risen!

The Merropolis of Detroit has been keeping a close cye on the most up-to-date informarion regarding the COVID-19
pandemic from esteemed health professionals, as well as direcrion and guidance from our Holy Archdiocese. This
nununutsm]:-:au‘nngnmcﬁ:r:ﬂufusasw:ad]uﬂmamd:ﬁmuunufnurm]fcrmwh{mwccununu:tu
keep all those affected by this global pandemic in our prayers — those who have perished, those who have lost loved
ones to the virus, those who are still fighring in the hospirals, and the heroic medical professionals who are fighring
on the frontdines for each and every precious life.

Adrer much prayer and deliberarion, and in the best interest of the beloved faichful of our Mﬂ:mpn]is, we have made
the difficult but necessary decision to cancel the summer camp programs for 20z0: MDSC — Merropolis of Derroit
:*c.l‘l’.h:llgll we hnp: thar much of this crisis will subside |:||_1.- summertime, there are far oo many medical and scienrific
unknowns which would leave our camps vulnerable and porentially dangerous to irs participants as well as their
loved ones ar home.

Please know thar this is a painful decision for our Merropolis. Our summer camp programs have an undeniably
positive impact on campers, as well as the clergy, scaff and volunteers. We undersrand thar many campers and scaff
will he disappuinmd, and we EI'I.I]_'!f share in thar disappuinunmr_ However, given the current 1:n.1.'|:||i|: healrch siruarion,
our camps simply cannot guarantee whar they affirm is cheir top priority - o keep all parricipants safe and healchy.

Our camping ministries programs, with the support and guidance of the Memopolis Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries, are currently working on crearive ways they can reach out to parishes this summer. Each one of our
camps will send individual communications regarding issues of refunds and furure plans.

Beloved faichful, the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior reminds us thar there is hope even after the most hopeless
of simuarions. We must keep the faith thar the sacrifices we make now will result in a positive outcome, ensuring a

most joyful reunion ar our summer camps for zoz

With heartfele prayers of health and well-being to you all, and with faich in the Risen Christ, I remain,

| <)
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4 {?W an [
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+MNICHOLAS
Metmpn-lil::m of Detroir

TEFA MITPOTIOALL BTHTIO
CAROTAEMIKON MATPIAPNCION - [EPA APXIEMNIZEOTH ARMEFIKH
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FLINT AHEFPA-DAUGHTERS

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
2245 E Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

The Flint AHEFPAS Daughters Scholarship Foundation will award scholarships to
qualified 2020 high school graduates. In order to qualify, the graduate must meet the
following criteria:

1. Either the student, or at l=east one of the parents, grandparents, or legal guardian
is a paid member of either Flint AHEPA Chapter #141, or Daughters of Penelope
Iris Chapter #242, or a member in good standing of the Assumption Greek
Orthodox Church of Flint.

2. The student must be graduating from a Flint area high school, and planning to
attend a trade school, college or university upon graduating from high school.

3. The student must have a minimum 2.75 grade point average on a scale of 4 00.

4. The student must submit a completed application and all supporting documents
by the deadline of May 1, 2020.

If you are a graduate or anyone else that knows of any graduate that meets the above
criteria, please contact John K. Costa directly at (810) 659-8533 or
inlcosta@sbcglobal net. Scholarship Applications are also available at the church
office.

Deadline extended until May 31, 2020

1|Pa

4=}



ITW. Pierson
4

Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?
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St. Nikephoros, Pray to God for Us!

Many Orthodox Christians are turning to St. Nikephoros the Leper seeking his interces-
sions as we face the challenges presented by COVID-19. This saint is a modern saint, glorified
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 2012. Below is a brief summary of his life. St. Nikephoros
was a monk, not a priest. In our monastic tradition, many monks are referred to as "Father" re-
gardless of whether they are a priest. Thus, St. Nikephoros is referred to at various points as
Father Nikephoros because he was a monk.

Father Nikephoros (Nicholas Tzanakakis in the world) was born in 1890 in a mountain-
ous village in Khania, in Sikari, Kastanohori to the west of the prefecture with a healthy cli-
mate, with beautiful forests, rich waters, gorges and caves. This village has a peculiarity that
we do not often encounter: it is divided into eleven neighborhoods, which have also been
named after the families who first settled there. So Saint Nikephoros was born in the neighbor-
hood of Kostoyianides.

His parents were simple and pious villagers, who died when he was still a young child,
leaving him as an orphan. So, at the age of thirteen, he left his home. His grandfather, who had
undertaken to raise him, went to Khania to work there in a barber shop in order to learn the job.
Then he showed the first signs of Hansen’s disease, 1.e. leprosy. The lepers were isolated on the
island of Spinalonga because leprosy was a contagious disease and it was treated with fear and
dismay.

Nicholas was sixteen years old when signs of the disease began to become more con-
spicuous, so he left on a boat to Egypt in order to avoid being confined to Spinalonga. He re-
mained in Alexandria, working in a barber shop again, but the signs of the disease became
more and more apparent, especially on his hands and face. That is why, through the interven-
tion of a cleric, he went to Chios, where there was a church for lepers at that time, and the
priest was Father Anthimos Vagianos, later Saint Anthimos (February 15).

Nicholas arrived in Chios in 1914 at the age of twenty-four. In the leper hospital of Chi-
os, which was a complex with many homesteads, there was a chapel of Saint Lazarus, where
the wonderworking icon of Panagia Ypakoe (Feb. 2) was kept. In this space, the course of vir-
tues was opened for Nicholas. Within two years Saint Anthimos considered him ready for the
angelic Schema and tonsured him with the name Nikephoros. The disease progressed and
evolved in the absence of suitable drugs, causing many large lesions (a drug was found in
1947).

Father Nikephoros lived with unquestioning, genuine obedience to his Spiritual Father,
and with austere fasting, working in the gardens. He also recorded the miracles of Saint Anthi-
mos, which he had witnessed with his own eyes (many of these were related to the deliverance
of those possessed by demons).

There was a special spiritual relationship between Saint Anthimos and the monk Nikeph-
oros, who always remained close to him, as Father Theoklitos Dionysiatis writes in his book
Saint Anthimos of Chios. Father Nikephoros prayed at night for hours on end making countless
metanias, he did not quarrel with anyone, nor injure anyone's heart, and he was the master
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chanter of the temple. Because of his illness, however, he slowly lost his sight, and so he chant-
ed the troparia and the Epistles from memory.

The Chios leprosarium was closed in 1957 and the remaining patients, together with Fa-
ther Nikephoros, were sent to Saint Barbara’s home for lepers in Athens, in Aigaleo. At that
time, Father Nikephoros was about 67 years old. His members and his eyes were completely
altered and distorted by the disease.

There, Father Eumenios also lived there at the home for lepers. He also suffered from
Hansen’s disease, but with the medication he received, he was completely cured. However, he
decided to remain in the home for lepers for the rest of his life near his fellow sufferers, caring
for them with much love. Thus he submitted to Father Nikephoros, to whom the Lord had giv-
en many gifts as a reward for his patience. A crowd of people gathered in the humble cell of the
leper Nikephoros, in Saint Barbara in Aigaleo to obtain his prayers. Here are some testimonies
of those who met him:

“While he was prostrate with wounds and pains, he did not complain, but he showed
great patience.”

“He had the charisma of consoling those who were sad. His eyes were permanently irri-
tated, and he had limited sight. He also had stiffness in his hands and paralysis in his lower
limbs. Nonetheless, he endured all of this in the sweetest, meek, smiling, delightful way, and he
was also pleasant and lovable.”

“His face, which was eaten away by the marks of his illness, and his wounds, shone. It
was a joy for those who saw this destitute and seemingly feeble man saying, May His holy
name be glorified.”

Father Nikephoros reposed on January 4, 1964 at the age of 74. After three years, his ho-
ly relics were exhumed and found to be fragrant. Father Eumenios and other believers reported
many cases where miracles occurred by calling on Saint Nikephoros to intercede with God.

The life of Saint Nikephoros was a brilliant example and model for everyone. He was
pleasing to God because he had endured so much. For this reason, we have many testimonies
that our saint received from the Holy Spirit the gift of discernment as and a host of other char-
1sms. We should note that most of the miracles are recorded, and today the saint gives generous
help to anyone in need. Surely there will be many more miracles which not have not yet been
made manifest.

Source: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/01/04/205506-saint-nikephoros-the-leper
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

PREMIERE
PACKAGImc

ging Services include:

stom Blending and Filling

ink Sleeve and Pressure Sensitive Labeling
2housing, Club Pallets, and Combo Packaging
Assembly and Blister Packaging

2 and Cartridge Filling

ark & Penny Drolet — Owners, Parishioners
6220 Lehman Drive

Flint, MI 48507
810-239-7650
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Catholic Charities
Center For Hope
Coup Kitchen
Adopt A Day

Anvone interested in sponsoring one of our
Catholic Charities Center For Hope lunch davs can do so
by donating $300 to Assumption to cover the food costs.
Pleaze zee John Hountalas or Lori Photiou to schedule.

a— Catholic Charities
of Shiawassee and
Genesee Counties
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Mortgage Drive:

This past March, it was 6 years since we started our Mortgage Drive. We have been able to
lower our Mortgage by more than $475,000 during this time. Approximately $380,000 of
this amount has been from fundraisers, your generous donations and from the Endowment
Fund. The remainder is from our Monthly Mortgage Payment. Thank you for your contin-
ued support, we are almost there. Our goal is to pay the mortgage in full by the end of
2021. That is also the 100th Anniversary of our Church.

Parish Council

j Mortgage Paid in Full E

As of 4-30-2020

our balance is:

$95,013.64

Thank You!
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MORTGAGE DRIVE
(FROM 4-1-2019 TO 3-1-2020)

The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive:

Clyde & Georgia Allard

Rev. Fr. John & Presvytera Artemas

Karen Begley

Dennis & Alexis Branoff
Dennis & Debra Chinonis
Linda Chinonis

Katie Chinonis

James & Liz Christopher
Helen Dalbo

Mark & Penelopi Drolet

. Toula Edmonds

Pam Heos & Jeff Brancheau

. Nick & Jennifer Holland

Rick & Tina Holland

. Dimitri & Brittany Hountalas
. John & Tasia Hountalas

. Yanni Hountalas

. Efstratia Janis

. David Dutfty & Elaine Joynt

Athena Kalatzis

. Agape Kallis
. Penny Kallis
. Susan Kallis

John & Karen Kaloydis

. Nikolaos & Stephanie Karabinas
. Pavlos & Ruth Karabinas
. Dean & Joyce Kossaras

. Paul & Pat Ladas

. Jetf & Nancy Lauster

George & Margot Levas

. Yanni & Aspasia Mavrikos

32.
33.
34.
35.
30.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
40.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
ol.
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Taso & Mitra Pagonis

Tim & April Paraschos

Carol Photiou

Lucas & Lori Photiou

Mike Potsos

Steve & Martha Poulos

Ken & Kathy Richards

JoAnne Schultze

Allen & Olga Steinhoff

Robert & Micheline Wilson

Catherine Yeotis

Hon. Thomas & Meg Yeotis

In Memory of Jerry Apostle

In Memory of Helen Anagnos

In Memory of Christ & Margaret Anastor
In Memory of Theodore Bachakes, Jr.
In Memory of Andrew Bageris

In Memory of Elaine Bakris

In Memory of Tim Bograkos

In Memory of John & Christine Caris
In Memory of Elias Chinonis

In Memory of Gabriella Chinonis

In Memory of Gus Chinonis

In Memory of John Chinonis

In Memory of Maria Contagianni

In Memory of James & Chryssee Daros
In Memory of London Eisenbeis

In Memory of George Giannouris

In Memory of John Helton

In Memory of Tom & Goldie Heos

. In Memory of John Jimos



MORTGAGE DRIVE
(FROM 3-1-2019 TO 2-1-2020)

The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive:

64. In Memory of James (Giannakopoulos) Johnson 89. DOP Kafi Night

65. In Memory of Harold Kallis 90. DOP Mardi Gras Bar Tips

06. In Memory of Tony Karakitsos 91. Endowment Fund

67. In Memory of Alex Karatza 92. Religious Education

68. In Memory of Nick Kondyles 93. Weeping Icon Service & Hall Rental
09. In Memory of Anne Kossaras 93. V.I.P’s

70. In Memory of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer 94. Assumption Catering

71. In Memory of Tom Lamberson 95. Blessing of the Buses

72. In Memory of Suzanne Lauster 96. Chili Cook-Off

73. In Memory of Ted Lowe 97. Food Sales for Mortgage Reduction
74. In Memory of Marianne Chardoul Mair 98. GFI'S Rebate

75. In Memory of George Margaritis 99. Hall Rental Bar Tips

76. In Memory of Kathryn Menoutes 100. Hall Rental Dishwasher & Linens
77. In Memory of Mike Michaelou 101. Hall Rental Linens & Liquor Add On
78. In Memory of Nicholas Mighion 102. Heos Hall Rental & Bar

79. In Memory of Aristoteles Panos 103. Makaria of Nick Kondyles

80. In Memory of Niki Panos 104. Makaria of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer
81. In Memory of Ida Payne 105. Sunday Brunch

82. In Memory of Dr. George Politis 106. 2nd Tray

83. In Memory of John Siambis 107. ABC Auto Repair

84. In Memory of Tommy Stergiopoulos 108. McCredie Insurance

85. In Memory of Cleo Tarlas 109. MJ Auto Inc

86. In Memory of Betty Vlahakis 110. Swartz Funeral Home

87. In Memory of Gus Vergos 111. Yanni’s Opa Bar & Grill

88. Daughters of Penelope

sportlite grill inc.

naso douros

FRANK L. YIANNAT]JI manager

ATTORNEY AT LAW u of m pavilion
303 s. saginaw st.
PERSONAL INJURY gllnt’ michigan 48502
CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST 0-233-5347
310 East Court Street (810) 233-0785 sportlite@comcast.net

Flint, MI 48502 B ® Fax (810) 233-0781 32




Iconography Fund

As you know, we have begun our Iconography Project. We want to thank those who have purchased
an icon or just donated a little to help with this. There are still icons available for purchase. If you
would like to purchase an Icon or even just donate a little to the project, please contact John Hounta-
las (810-701-5164) or Father Jarrod. Thank you for your generosity.

The following individuals/families have contributed to the Iconography Project:

Peter and Alice Anastor
Steve and Anita Arsman
Dennis and Alexis Branoff
Debra and Dennis Chinonis
Katie Chinonis

Linda Chinonis

James and Liz Christopher
John and Laura Costa
Helen Dalbo

Bill & Joann Dau

Mark & Penelopi Drolet
Daughters of Penelope
Monica Dragan

Catherine Fechick

Walt and Diane Foraker
Greg and Sia Garceau

John and Marlo George
Camilla Greenberg

Pamela Heos & Jeff Brancheau
Nicholas & Jennifer Holland
Hountalas Family

Athena Kalatzis

Agape Kallis

Susan Kallis

Tessie Komodromos

Dimitri and Jacqueline Kontorousis
Dean and Joyce Kossaras

Maria Koutsoukos

Jeff and Nancy Lauster

Ann and Ted Lowe

William Lymperis

Lamprine Lymperpoulos
Spiridoula Panos

John and Irene Panos

Elaine and Dean Pappas

Evan Pappas

Barbara Santee

JoAnne Schultze

Allen and Olga Steinhoff
Michael Stevens

Bill and Lesley Stickley

Swartz Funeral Home

Peter and Susie Vergos

Cathy Yeotis

Memorial - Lazaros & Vasiliki Batsios
Memorial - Androulla Kyprianou
Memorial - Eugenia Routsis
Memorial - Giorgio Mirtsopoulos
Memorial - Kathryn Menoutes
Memorial - Kosta Zaravelis
Memorial - Marika Kalafatis
Memorial - Niki Panos
Memorial - Theodora Stevens
Memorial - Tom Lamberson

Memorial - Michael Michaelou

33 Memorial - Athanasia Vitinaros



Assumption Church Icon Update

Our Assumption Church is in the midst of a major icon project and has been
blessed with beautiful new icons written and installed by Sergei Mitrofanov. The icons
currently installed add positively to the worship experience at our Church and remind
everyone who sees them of the glory of God in His saints.

Icons Currently Installed

The first icon installed was the Platytera (ITAatvtépa) on the wall in front of the
Altar Table. This icon features the Most Holy Mother of God with her hands extended
and a young image of Christ in front of her chest. It is called Platytera because by con-
taining the Christ child in her womb, the Theotokos has become wider than the heavens.
Two beautiful icons of angels on each side of the Platytera were installed at the same
time. These angels have their arms presenting the Mother of God with the Christ child to
the world.

The next icon installed was for the Feast Day of our Assumption Church, the Dor-
mition of the Theotokos (Koiunoig tfjg ®@cotokov). This amazing icon is on the back
wall of the Church. The entire life of the Mother of God points to her son, Jesus Christ.
Consistently, He stands at the center of the icon cradling the soul of His mother. We then
see the Apostles and bishops surrounding the body of the Theotokos with their heads
bowed in reverence. St. Peter is censing her body. Her body lays in a serene posture in-
dicating that she is fully at peace as she is received into heaven by her son. It is a beauti-
ful icon that reminds us that our Assumption Church is under the protection of the Most
Holy Mother of God.

The most recent icon installed was the Last Supper (Mvotucog Aginvoc) above the
Altar. This is the meal that Christ had with His Disciples before the Crucifixion. In the
icon, we see St. John the Evangelist reclining his head on the chest of Christ (John
13:23). We see Judas revealing his planned betrayal by being the Apostle reaching over
the table and receiving the dipped bread (Matthew 26:23; Mark 14:20; Luke 22:21 &
John 13:26-27). We also see the Apostles looking concerned as they ask whether they
will be the one who betrays the Lord (Matthew 26:22; Mark 14:19; Luke 22:23 & John
13:22). This beautiful icon was installed in time for Holy Week this year so it was pre-
sent for the Vesperal Divine Liturgy on Holy Thursday morning celebrating the event of
the Last Supper.

Icons Scheduled to be Installed in the Coming Months

Sergei has advised that the next two icons to be installed will be the Resurrection
(Avaotaoig) icon above the Altar Table on the south side and the Sermon on the Mount
icon above the Altar on the north side. The Resurrection icon affirms our Lord as Savior,
the one who gives His life for the life of the world and defeats death through His death.
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The Sermon on the Mount icon presents Christ as Teacher, the one who educates man
about God, salvation, and how we should live our Orthodox Christian faith. The place-
ment of these icons together shows the connection between learning the faith, living the
faith, and seeking salvation in Christ through His resurrection. These icons will be
amazing additions to the Church when they are installed.

Icons Available for Donation

Our Assumption Church family has generously donated many of the icons for this
project. There are still icons available for donation. Two icons currently available in-
clude the Nativity of Christ icon and the Communion of the Apostles icon. The Nativity
icon will be installed on the north front wall of the Church behind the candle stand next
to the baptismal font. This icon will have the Christ child in the cave with His mother,
St. Joseph the Betrothed, the angels, and the magi. This is an appropriate placement next
to the font as the Lord become man in the case for us at the Nativity to lead us to Him
through the baptismal waters. The Communion of the Apostles will be installed on the
south front wall behind the bishop’s throne. This beautiful icon, which features Christ
giving communion to His Apostles, is appropriately placed behind the bishop’s throne as
the bishop is the primary celebrant of the Divine Liturgy and gives communion to his
priests and the people.

These are just two of the icons still available for donation. There are others that
will be discussed in future issues of the Assumption Connection. Any questions about
the icon project and possible donations, full or partial, should be directed to Fr. Jarrod
Russell or Parish Council President John Hountalas.

Full Dormition Close up Dormition
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Yanni’s OPA Bar and Karaoke
3301 Davison Rd, Flint

Your place for Lunch or Dinner and Drinks!
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

3473 Fenton Rd
Burton, Ml 48529
(810) 232-8811




IB |Wea|th

A Management

Dimitri Hountalas

Investment Executive

800.300.0459

810-845-3221
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FISH FRY FRIDAY

3—8:30 Pm
TEMPORARILY CLOSED

Come and see why our Fish Fry was voted #1 in the Flint
area. We use only Icelandic Cod

Our varied menu also offers these delicious choices:
Baked Fish * Baked Potato * Plaki * Pastitsio * Clam Strips
Chicken Strips * Fish Sandwich * Baked Chicken * Gyros
Mac and Cheese * Shrimp Basket * Greek Salad
Rice Pudding

We welcome volunteers. Call John Hountalas (810) 701-5164 or
Lori Photiou (810) 444-1967 if you would like to volunteer to
help on a Friday night.

Teens: This is a great opportunity to earn your Community Service
Hours for school.
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Here is your chance to support our
Assumption Fish Fry and promote
your business at the same time!

Advertise in our continuous video
loop!

$100 for a 1 year ad!

Contact John Hountalas for details
810-701-5164
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As we look around our church and her prop-
erty, we see things that may need repair in the
next few years. To that end, the Parish Coun-
cil has started a Property Improvement
Fund, initially funded by Fish Fry donations.
The Property Improvement Fund gives eve-
ryone another option for your generous do-
nations. Property Improvement Fund Bal-

ance as of April 30, 2020 is $7,974.07.

NEW PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS

Due to the rising cost of mailing receipts for
every donation received by the church, the
Parish Council has established the following
procedure for receipts:

When you mail in a donation to the church,
or drop it off in the office, a receipt will not
be mailed or given to parishioners of As-
sumption Greek Orthodox Church. Your
cancelled check can be used as proof of your
payment, as well as the contribution state-
ment you receive from the church at the end
of the year. This includes donations for
stewardship, mortgage reduction, iconogra-
phy, festival, cash raffle, golf outing, memori-
als, miscellaneous, etc.

If you require a receipt, please contact the
church office during normal business hours
(Tuesday — Friday 10:00 AM — 3:00 PM) or

see a Parish Council member on Sunday’s.

Receipts will continue to be mailed to non-

parishioners.
#

FRIENDS
OF THE
METROPOLIS
2020
CONTRIBUTIONS

(JAN 1 - MARCH 31)

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra

Chinonis, Linda

Kalatzis, Athena

Kaloydis, John & Karen

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

340 S, Saginaw St « Flint, Michigan 48502




Assumption Church Community Update

Onr Church newsletter is one of the ways we keep in touch with one another.
Each month there are special events in the life of the Church that shonld be shared
with our entire commumnity. This is especially true in terms of baptisms, weddings, and
funerals. We will now be dedicating space in each newsletter to announce baptisms,
weddings, and funerals that oconr at Assumption Church as well as those mvolmng
commmunity members that are celebrated at other Orthodox Churches. If you would
like to_snbmit an annonncement regarding a baptism, wedding, or foneral that has
been celebrated at an Orthodox Church other than the Assumption Chmurch, please
send it directly to Fr. Jarrod (frjarrod(@gmail com). This initial commmnity update
will inclnde the baptism and funerals that have been celebrated at Assumption
Chnrch dugng 2020.

January 2020

Funeral of Alex Karatza
February 2020

Funeral of Anna Williams
Baptism of Elliot (Elias) Chang
March 2020

Funeral of George Margarnitis
April 2020

Funeral of Ted Lowe

Fuaneral of Athanasia Vitinaros

Holy Friday Evening

43



STEWARDSHIP 2020

STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if
a filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.

Allard, Clyde & Georgie
Altheide, Dena

Asa, Darwin & Barbara
Bachakes, Vicki

Bakris, Dr. Chris

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas
Batsios, Christos & Ashley
Batsios, Efthyia

Batsios, Evangelos
Birtsas, Sandra
Bistolaridis, Antonios & Maria
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy
Buterakos, Jim & Roxanne
Chiatalas, Andrew & Kelly
Chiavaras, Lucille
Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra
Chinonis, Katie

Chinonis, Linda

Chinonis, Sandi
+Chuleas-Williams, Anna
Clinton, Mike & Kathy
Costa, John & Laura
Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia
Dalbo, Helen

Dau, Bill & Joanne
Davlantes, Alex & Alexis
Delbridge, Ray & Carol
Drolet, Mark & Penelopi
Falaras, Mary

Ferich, Andrew & Voula

Foraker, Walt & Diane
Garceau, Greg & Sia

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey
Holland, Nick & Jennifer
Holland, Rick & Tina
Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany
Hountalas, John & Tasia
Hountalas, Yanni

[akovidis, Tony & Vicki
Iordanou, Bill & Lisa
Johnson, Denise

Joseph, Patti

Joynt, Elaine & Duffy, David
Kalatzis, Athena

Kallis, Agape

Kallis, Nick

Kallis, Penny

Kallis, Susan

Kaloydis, John

Kapellas, Katina

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth
Karakitsos, Peter & Litsa
Karay, Sr., Nicholas
Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula
Komodromos, Tessie
Kondyles, Chryssoula
Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline
Kossaras, Dean & Joyce
Kottalis, Mary T.

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina
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STEWARDSHIP 2020

STEWARDSHIP LIST: Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if
a filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.

Kus, Michael & Alexis
Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Shaochi
Lauster, Jeff & Nancy

Livieratos-Dobbins, Dr. Maria, David,
& Nicholas

Lowe, Ted & Ann
Mandelaris, John & Pauline
Manutes, Demitra & Thornton, Jerry
Manutes, Nicholas & Maria
Menoutes, George
Margaritis, +George & Sofia
Marks, Achilles & Afroditi
Marks, Jean

Mersinas, George & Laura
Michaelou, Sevasti
Neofotistos, John & Julie
Nikolakeas, John & Polin
Nitsos, George & Candy
O’Keefe, Derek & Michelle
Pagnonis, Taso & Mitra
Pagonis, Voula
Panos-Lillar, Diana

Panos, John & Irene

Panos, Spiridoula
Pappadakis, Nikki

Pappas, Dean & Elaine
Paraschos, Sam & Sandra
Paraschos, Tim & April
Pavlis, John & Pat

Peters, Jeff & Maria
Photiou, Carol

Photiou, Lucas & Lori
Politis, Rita

Poulos, Chris & Debra
Poulos, Eleanor

Poulos, Steve & Martha
Richards, Ken & Kathy
Rivette, Matthew & Lori
Russell, Rev. Fr. Jarrod
Schultze, JoAnne
Sirakis, Kosta & Sofia
Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra
Steinhoff, Allen & Olga
Steinhoff, Amanda
Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie
Stergiopoulos, Mary
Vergos, Nitsa

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie
Vitinaros, Nick & Effie
Walker, Kathy

Welch, Tim & Joann
Wright, Jeff & Kay
Yeotis, Art & Susan
Yeotis, Catherine

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda
Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg

Zaravelis, Fani

45



Mortgage Reduction Food Sales:

Pastitsio OR Moussaka Half Pan — Serves 9-12 — $25.00
(made by Jimmy)

Jimmy’s Plaki Tray — $25.00
Spinach Cheese Pie Tray — 15 pieces — $25.00

Greek Feta 2 1/2 pounds—$8.00

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle) 12 Pieces — $10.00

Lamb Shanks 2 Shanks cooked w/sauce $15.00
Greek Olives 3 LB Container $16.00
Dolmathes 25 for $20.00

Grecian Style:

Green Beans Peas Rice Pilaf
$15 $15 $10

PHYLLO DOUGH

1 pound package — $2.00

To order call John Hountalas
810-701-5164

Philoptochos Sweet Bread Sale
TSOUREKI

$6.50
(Proceeds for Tsoureki go to the Philoptochos)




CHURCH USAGE / HALL RENTAL FEES

(Approved by Parish Council Effective November 10, 2015)

For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism (there is no charge for Funeral
or Memorial Services)

CHURCH USAGE FEE

Member in good standing of Non-member at Assumption Church
Assumption Church Grand Blanc - Grand Blanc

Minimum $500 paid-up stewardship for

previous year and up-to-date present year

stewardship

No fee for use of the church for $250 fee for use of the church for
sacraments sacraments

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the
proposed sacrament date.

HALL RENTAL FEES

Member in good standing of Non-member at Assumption Church
Assumption Church Grand Blanc - Grand Blanc

Minimum $500 paid-up stewardship for

previous year and up-to-date present year

stewardship

Flat Fee of $600 for Hall Rental (includes
clean-up)

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will
be supplied at a cost of $$50 (cannot bring
own dishwasher)

Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental
(includes clean-up)

If church dishes are used, dishwasher
will be supplied at a cost of $$50
(cannot bring own dishwasher)

Members in good standing only
Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental:
$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each
additional hour up to a maximum of $600
Renter responsible for hall clean-up (no
kitchen usage)

PAYMENT IN FULL DUE 30 DAYS IN ADVANCE.

If you pay your stewardship using the offering envelopes provide in the church you
must write “stewardship” on the envelope to ensure processing as stewardship.
Unmarked envelopes will be considered a contribution only.



MEMORIAL DONATIONS

(44 . . .
Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in

memory of the departed are typically collected by the
church, which then presents the names and final dona-
tion amount to the designated surviving family member.
At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on
distribution of those funds and can determine if they
would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for
the church in memory of the departed from a published
list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the
church office). We ask that should the family desire to
purchase an item they indicate this to the priest and Par-
ish Council by the time of the 40 day memorial, other-
wise those funds will be released to the operating fund of
our church. Any memorial donation checks not marked
“Assumption Church” will be distributed for the purpose

indicated on the check.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Scheduling of Memorial Services

All  Memorial Services must be
scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so
that they may be placed on the church

calendar.

Koliva

If anyone is in need of Koliva, please
contact Diana Lillar (of Philoptochos)
for the names of those available to
make it. The standard rate is $150. It
is the responsibility of the family to
arrange for Koliva.

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY

The current approved policy for Parishioner
Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is

as follows:

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-
ed according the rites of the Orthodox
Church. and attending the AGOC.

Parishioner - Member in Good Standing:

e Person in compliance with Section 1
and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform
Parish Regulations of the Greek

Orthodox Archdiocese.

o Person with an AGOC pledge card on
file and current in pledges for active and
preceding year.

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-
pliance with requirements for Parishioner or
Member in Good Standing as defined above.

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can
receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-
quired to pay church usage fee as per Page 19.

Any deviations from this policy must be
approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to
them at least one month prior to the proposed
sacrament date.

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or
credit card can be accepted as payment of
stewardship. Donations of items or services
cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of
monetary payment.
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When you need expertise in financial law
ire the financial law experts:
Kus, Ryan & Associates

Since 1988, Michael Kus has led an expert team of legal counsel representing major

financial institutions throughout the country. Their practice that specializes in the

financial industry includes regulatory, compliance, bankruptcy, real estate, human

resources, commercial loan documentation and workout. Contact Mike at 248-364-3090
to put his team of legal experts to work for you.

Kus__RYAN

ASSOCIATES PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Michael A. Kus, Managing Member « mkus@krslaw.biz
2851 High Meadow Circle, Suite 120 + 248.264.2090 . krslaw.biz
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DAVID DUFFY. CPA. PLLC

CERTIFHED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND
CONSULTANTS

Your trusted resource for practical solutions in...

Accounting Business and Residential IT Services -
Payroll Virus Removal/Prevention

IRS & Michigan Tax Problem Resolution Computer Optimization

Property Tax Issues Hardware/Software Upgrades
Income Tax Preparation Network Setup/Troubleshooting
Financial Planning/Investment Advising Parental Controls

Real Estate Rental Consulting Online Backup Services

www.davidduffycpa.com

888.820.3833
e

50




TRUST EXPERIENCE. COUNT ON COMMITMENT.

Business Law * Employment Law * Insurance Defense * General Litigation
Medical Malpractice * Municipal Law ¢ Probate, Estate and Elder Law
Real Estate * Wealth Transfer « Workers’ Compensation

CLINE, CLINE GRIFFIN

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Walter P. Griffin * Timothy H. Knecht = Jose' 1. Brown * J. Brian MacDonald
Barbara J. Hunyady + Megan R. Mulder + Brandon K. Wagner + Nancy K. Chinonis

Attorneys at Law * Since 1928 » www.ccglawyers.com * 810.232.3141




'@ Swartz

: FUNERAL HOME

Our Family Caring For Yours

Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family

o Personal Family Service o Cremation Services

« Affordable Cost Options o Aftercare Services Provided

o Advance Funeral Planning ¢« Monuments

1255 W. Hill Road
Between I-475 and US-23
810-235-2345

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
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We don’t just say

were family owned and
operated. . .we are.

When you call Sharp
Funeral Home, you mught
think it would be hard

to get a family member

on the phone. The truth

1s, we've been serving
families for over 40 years,
from four locations, and
we pride ourselves on our
availability to you. We
have five immediate family
members active at our firm

Midhael T. Scully, Jennifer Sharp Scwdly, Roger L. Sharp, in addition to our extended
Stephanie Shurp Fosir, Roger L. Sharp 11 family of dedicated staff
members. At Sharp, when
“ we say were family owned
} and operated, we really
mean it.
FUNERAL HOMES
Toll-free 1-877-53-SHARP
sharpfuneralhomes.com
Miller Road Chapel Linden Chapel Fenton Chapel ~ Funem! Home & Cramation Cener

Roger L. Sharp, Manager Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager  Michael T. Scully, Manager  Jennifer Sharp Scully, Mavager
8138 Miller Road » Swartz Creck 209 E. Broad St » Linden 1000 Silver Lake Rd » Fenton 6063 Fenton Road « Flint

(810) 635-4411 (810) 7357833 (810) 629-9321 (810) 634-4900

 aclirdy
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising. Won’t
you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

Ny’

810/694-6900 Chinonis Agency Inc.
FAX 810/694-6910 G-6111 S. Saginaw
Claims 800/222-6424 Grand Blanc, Ml 48439

dechinonis@aaamichigan.com

Dennis E. Chinonis
Agency Principal

Membership * Travel
Insurance * Financial Services

FE= YK

& CONSULTATION, PLLC ] DJ Manolakis

417 OLDMILL DRIVE
FLUSHING, MICHIGAN 48433

810-659-5275 Fax 810-659-5399 };O 810-845-2019

JOHN K. COSTA, AIA = V-
ARCHITECTURAL DEstoN w ) 1L] |

Greek and American Music

Bl et A AT

PLUMBING +» HEATING  COOLING « ELECTRICAL

Main Office: P.O.Box 33
Fhint, Ml 48501

810.7143.6883

With brandhes m Ponbac, Oscoda and Ann Arbor

ADVERTISING OPTIOMNS [ MIOTES
Mewsletter is printed 11 months per year as the

« HKNLFullPage & Tvad S300,/yT J rsuly is @ combined .

- ML Half Page ETvad. ... Elﬂ:hhﬂ' TVAd-l:'.H:I-El:ﬂntinllullEhr ey Flil:li'lf-l:ll.l'll'gthe

= MLFullPage. ... ... SISO yT Church Fish Fry - 3pm - B:30pm

& MNLHalfPage.. . . .. . s1s0fyT For best guality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg
files or similar

& HNLBusiness Card_.._._.. . ... - 5 7Sfyr
Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater FDF

& Twad 5100y yr
Please include or email arbwork

- NLBusiness Card & Twad. S1504/yT

Thank you for your support of our Church.

EMAIL ADS TO: chsecagoc{@gmail.com



Orthros: 9:00 am 2020 Parish Council

Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am
Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest
Weekdays and Feast Days: John Hountalas — President
See Calendar Tom Stamatis — V. President
Ruth Karabina — Secretary
JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer
Office Hours Helen Dalbo — Co-Treasurer
Tuesday — Friday Andy Brown, Jr.
10 am — 3 pm Debra Chinonis
Fish Fry Hours Nick Holland
3.8:30 Susan Kallis
~:20 b George Nitsos
John Panos

Telephone: 810-771-4611 Diana Lillar - Ex-Oficio Member

Secretary: Laura Mersinas ORGANIZATIONS

) ACOLYTES: JOHN KALOYDIS

E-Mail

CHOIR: NANCY CHINONIS

. . CHANTERS: CRYSTAL DEMPS & BILL ROUFOS

Secretary: chsecagoc(@gmail.com

REeLIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE:

Lor1 PHOTIOU & ANGIE CARPENTER
Website PHILOPTOCHOS: DIANA LILLAR

www.assumptiongrandblanc.org GOYA: TBD

VIPS: VourLa PAGONIS

AHEPA: JoHN COSTA

Please check the website for DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE: CATHY YEOTIS

up to date events.
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%y Assumption Greek Orthodox Church NON-PROFIT ORG.
% 4 2245 E Baldwin Road USS. Postage Paid
2. Grand Blanc, MI 48439

Grand Blanc, Michigan
Permit #42

Place mailing label here

ASSUMPTION GOC HALL IS NOW BOOKING
FOR 2020 GRADUATION OPEN HOUSES

CONTACT:
JOHN HOUNTALAS 810-701-5164
OR
THE CHURCH OFFICE: 810-771-4611
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