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  6:   Divine Liturgy - Saturday of Souls      10 am 

        Pan-Orthodox Pre-Lenten Retreat 

  9:   Virtual Orthodoxy Explored                7 pm 

10:   Virtual Orthodoxy Explored               11 am 

        Parish Council Meeting          6:15 - 8:15 pm 

13:   Divine Liturgy - Saturday of Souls       10 am 

        Change clocks  

15:   Clean Monday - Great Lent Starts 

        Great Compline      6 pm 

17:   Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts              6 pm 

19:   Salutations                                            6 pm 

20:   Divine Liturgy - Saturday of Souls       10 am 

21:   Sunday of Orthodox 

24:   Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy of          6 pm 

        Presanctified Gifts (St. Mary Magdalene) 

25:   Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy             10 am 

        Annunciation (Assumption) 

26:   Salutations                                            6 pm 

28:   Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas 

        Sunday School in Church 

31:   Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts              6 pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

FEBRUARY 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

MARCH 2021 

  1:  Pan-Orthodox Vesperal Liturgy         6 pm 

       Presentation of the Lord (Assumption) 

  2:  Virtual Orthodoxy Explored             11 am 

  3:  Virtual Orthodoxy Explored              7 pm 

10:  Parish Council Meeting        6:15 - 8:15 pm 

14:  Valentine’s Day 

15:  President’s Day 

16:  Virtual Orthodoxy Explored              11 am 

17:  Virtual Orthodoxy Explored               7 pm 
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Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power 

as it is working. — James 5:16 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

Lucas Paul; Nikolaos Karabinas; Afroditi Marks; 

George Pappadakis; Charlie Paraschos 

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:00 am on the morn-

ing of the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, to be 

read during the Proskimide (Preparation) Service: one list is for those who are living 

and the other for those who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please 

send a check to the church for $20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church” with a note stating it is for Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If 

you have questions, please contact the church office, 810-771-4611. 

Prosphoron Schedule 
     

 

 

March: 

  7:  Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

14:  Vitinaros, Nick & Effie 

21:  Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

28:  Welch, Tim & Joann (Yianna) 

  

Sunday Reader Schedule 

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church office, 

810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

February 
 

                    7    Ruth Karabina 

                  14    Tim Welch  

                  21    Cathy Yeotis 

                  28    John Kaloydis 

March 
  

                 7   Debra Chinonis 

               14    John Costa  

               21    Ruth Karabina 

               28    Tim Welch 

                

February: 

   7:  Allen & Olga Steinhoff 

 14:  Mary Stergiopoulos 

 21:  Jerry & Demi Thornton 

 28:  Nitsa Vergos 

February: 

  7:  Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

14:  Stergiopoulos, Mary 

21:  Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

28:  Vergos, Nitsa 
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

            

      

  

 

Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church, 

 The Covid-19 pandemic has forced all of us to adapt in ways we likely never expected. 

Examples include wearing masks, maintaining social distance, and evaluating whether an 

event will be safe to attend. A significant adaptation for our Church is religious education. 

The adult religious education program, Orthodoxy Explored, is now offered exclusively 

through an online format. In years past, I politely declined requests to offer Orthodoxy Ex-

plored through an online format. The circumstances, however, required the initiation of Virtu-

al Orthodoxy Explored, and now, it is exclusively online until the restrictions related to the 

Covid-19 pandemic are lifted.  

 The question has been asked whether Orthodoxy Explored will remain online after the 

Covid-19 pandemic. In other words, will there still be a Virtual Orthodoxy Explored when we 

are able to gather again at the Church for religious education? There is not currently a final 

answer to that question. It is likely that some online presence will continue. The response to 

Virtual Orthodoxy Explored has been very positive both in terms of our Assumption parish-

ioners who have faithfully participated as well as participation by parishioners from other par-

ishes. All these things have to be taken into consideration. The one thing that I can write with 

certainty is that I look forward to resuming live Orthodoxy Explored sessions at the Church 

when the Metropolis allows in-person religious education to resume.  
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 In the meantime, Virtual Orthodoxy Explored will continue online. By the time you are 

reading this message, the program will have resumed in late January. The dates and times will 

be noted in the online announcements and on the church calendar on the website. It is our hope 

and prayer that as many parishioners as possible will participate. This leads to the question, 

how do we participate?  

 The first step is to email me (frjarrod@gmail.com) and advise that you would like to 

participate in the program. You will then start receiving emails with links to Zoom where you 

will be able to join the sessions. If you have never used Zoom before, please let me know, and 

we will set up a time to walk you through the basic operation of the program so you can partic-

ipate. All that is needed is a computer, an internet connection, and the willingness to try some-

thing new in order to grow in our faith.  

 Candidly, I was ambivalent about taking Orthodoxy Explored online. It was a significant 

change, and the various online platforms seemed challenging. After making the plunge though, 

it has proved easier than expected and has been a great spiritual benefit for those who have 

participated. God willing, more will join us as we seek to grow in our knowledge of the faith of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

        With love in Christ, 

        Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell            

 

 

 

From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 
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Hope, Joy, & GOYA Corner 

 

Total Sales for the month of  December bake sales were $151.00.  Thank you to the families 
that generously contributed items to be sold in December.  Please remember we are assign-
ing weeks for all Hope, Joy, & GOYA parents to bake items for the Bake Sale.  Items need 
to be at church by Friday at 2:00 pm.  If  you are unable to bake on your assigned week 
please make a $20 donation for supplies and we will bake for you.  It is also very impera-
tive that you let us know the week before that you are unable to bake so that we can plan 
for the baking.  The schedule again is as follows: 

Date Name 1 Name 2 

2/5/2021 Carpenter Federick 

2/12/2021 Grousopoulos Haralambous 

2/19/2021 Holland Karakitsos 

2/26/2021 Kovanis-Wilson Kraemer 

3/5/2021 Leighton Mavrikos 

3/12/2021 O'Bee Panos 

3/19/2021 Paraschos Photiou 

3/26/2021 Smith Stavridis 

4/2/2021 Batsios Carpenter 

4/9/2021 Federick Grousopoulos 

4/16/2021 Haralambous Holland 

4/23/2021 Karakitsos Kovanis-Wilson 

The time of  year has arrived that our children need to start preparing for the 2021 St. John 
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.  The 2021 Junior and Senior division topics can be found 
at https://www.goarch.org/
documents/32058/3219459/2021+Oratorical+Festival+Topics/534579a2-29af-4107-be75-
8591fd236612.  The Junior Division is for students in grades 7-9.  The Senior Division is 
for students in grades 10-12.  If  you have a student that will be competing in the Junior or 
Senior Division please let us know.  As in years past, we will also have our children grades 
PreK-6 participate at our Parish level to earn the experience for when they are able to com-
pete in the Junior and Senior Divisions.  We are still in the planning phase of  how we will 
hold our Parish Level Oratorical Festival.   

 

Upcoming Events: 

Monday, March 15th  - LENT BEGINS 

Sunday, March 21st  - Sunday of  Orthodoxy (Icon Procession) &  Parish Level Oratorical 
Festival 

 

Sincerely, 

Religious Education Committee 
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Preparing for Our Lenten Journey 
by Fr. John Matusiak 

 

Orthodox Christians observe the beginning of the pre-lenten season of the Church 
year through use of a liturgical book known as the Triodion. 

Use of the Triodion begins with the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee [February 
21], the 10th Sunday before Holy Pascha and the 22nd day before the beginning of 
Great Lent. It is in the Triodion that the texts for the services of the pre-lenten sea-
son, the days of Great Lent proper, Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday, and Great 
and Holy Week are found. 
 
The Gospel reading for the first pre-lenten Sunday – Luke 18:10-14 – offers a 
striking contrast between the pharisee, a genuinely religious man, and the publican, 
an equally genuine sinner, a tax collector known for cheating others. In his prayers, 
the pharisee boasted before the Lord: "God, I thank Thee that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess." The publican, meanwhile, "standing afar 
off," begged for mercy: "[He] would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’" The phari-
see’s religious yet boastful piety did not justify him, while the publican’s humble 
repentance – that repentance to which we especially aspire during the season of 
Great Lent – is revealed as the first step in our salvation. The pharisee sought adu-
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On the second pre-lenten Sunday, the Parable of the Prodigal Son [February 28]– 

Luke 15:11-32 – is read. In it, Our Lord reveals that our heavenly Father offers to 

us unconditional forgiveness and mercy if, like the prodigal son, we "come to our 

senses," see ourselves for who we really are, and turn away from the "hunger" of 

"riotous living" in a "far country." The prodigal son discerned his need to return to 

his true home, his father’s house, and acted decisively: "When he was yet a great 

way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 

kissed him," exclaiming "’for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 

and is found.’" In the same way, our heavenly Father unconditionally forgives and 

receives us, His prodigal children – but it is we who, laying aside our pride, must 

"come to our senses," acknowledge that we "have sinned," and return to our "true 

home." 
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The Parable of the Last Judgment [March 7] – Matthew 25:31-46 – is read on 

the third pre-lenten Sunday, commonly referred to as Meatfare Sunday, since it is 

the last day on which we partake of meat before Holy Pascha. In this parable, Our 

Lord reveals that, while it is important for us to desire Him, to repent and seek His 

mercy, to see ourselves for who we truly are, and to return to Him, we also 

must discern His very presence in everyone around us, in the "least of the breth-

ren," and minister to them as if we were ministering to Christ Himself – and for the 

sake of Christ Himself. Our Lord reveals that our salvation and judgment depend 

on how we put our desire, repentance, and the mercy we receive into action, in the 

midst of others, for their sake as well as for the sake of the One Who feeds us, 

clothes us, ministers to us, and ultimately calls us to the life of His Kingdom. 

"Good intentions," as Our Lord reveals, are insufficient; crucial as prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving indeed are, they certainly are not mere "religious exercises" per-

formed for their own sake, and surely not for the sake of acquiring a sense of 

"pride in accomplishment." Discerning Christ’s presence in everyone – and espe-

cially in those who so often are ignored, forgotten, abandoned, or despised – while 

offering them the same loving kindness that He first offered to us is the ultimate 

Forgiveness Sunday [March 14] – commonly known as Cheesefare Sunday, since it 
is the last day on which we partake of dairy products before Holy Pascha – falls on 
the eve of the first day of Great Lent. In the day’s reading from the Gospels – Mat-
thew 6:14-21 – we hear Our Lord’s teaching about forgiveness: "If you forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." We 
also hear His teaching about fasting: "When you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, 
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with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men 
to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you 
fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do not appear to men to be 
fasting, but to your Father Who is in the secret place; and your Father Who sees in 
secret will reward you openly." Like Adam, exiled from Paradise, we lament our 
sins. Forgiveness and mercy are ours, but if only we fast from those things, those 
passions that, with Our Lord’s help, we can bring under control, even if we all too 
often allow them to control us. 
 
The pre-lenten Sundays prepare us for our "lenten journey." They arm us with that 
which we need to "enter the Fast with joy," to make the most of the "time for ac-
tion," for as we sing on the first day of Great Lent, "salvation is at the door."  
 

Source: http://ww1.antiochian.org/print/25303 
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Philoptochos Society — Friends of  the Poor ! 

 

 

 

Dear Philoptochos, 

 

The Philoptochos Executive Board and Board of Directors would like to 

wish everyone a very Happy and Healthy New Year. 

 

I would like to apologize to Ann Lowe and Olga Steinhoff for not acknowl-

edging their participation at the Holiday Bake Sale.  I would also like to 

apologize for the late arrival of the Christmas Card.  It has been obvious 

that our Postal Service has had some problems in the service to our com-

munity.  Thank you everyone for their donations to the Christmas Card pro-

ject. 

 

I have sent an inquiry to the Metropolis Board regarding the upcoming 

2021 elections. As of this writing the elections will proceed as usual. We 

will be collecting $35 for dues. Dues can be sent to the church, please 

mark the envelopes with “Philoptochos Dues”.  Please stay Safe and 

Healthy and pray for the World to heal. 

 

Diana Panos-Lillar  

President  
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Due to HIPAA privacy rules, 
hospitals no longer provide a list 
of  Orthodox patients to us. 
Therefore, if  you or a loved one 
are, or will be, in the hospital, 
please contact Fr. Jarrod or the 
church office for a pastoral visit. 
Also, please notify Fr. Jarrod or 
the office if  a friend or family 
member is in a rehab center, 
nursing home, assisted living fa-
cility or under hospice care.    
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American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association 

Flint Chapter #141 

2245 E Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

 

National Scholarship 

 

The AHEPA Educational Foundation (AEF) 2021 National Scholarship sea-
son is on! Please download the application. 

 

Any questions pertaining to the AEF Scholarships, please email   directly 
to admin@ahepa.org. 

 

Please note that headquarters cannot confirm receipt of a scholarship. 

Questions about our scholarship? 

Call: (202) 232-6300 

or 

NOTE: This is not the District Scholarship. Those are handled by your local chapter.  
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Dear Daughters, 

 

After the message went out about our $5 dues increase, many of you have 
been paying your 2021 dues. We truly appreciate you paying them by this 
month. National wants them all paid by March 31. I understand that the 
chapters who get all their dues paid by then or before will receive a mone-
tary reward. So let's work hard to do it. 

 

We still don’t know if we will be able to host the AHEPA Family convention 
in May. We pray that by then we will all have been able to take the Covid-
19 vaccine. Until then, please stay safe, wear your masks and social dis-
tance. 

 

Since we have not been able to hold any of our annual events, we are in 
need of some fundraising projects. If you have any ideas, please let us 
know. So far we have decided to hold a potted plant sale this spring. 
Please see the flyer with the order form also in the newsletter.  We hope to 
sell 100 hydrangea plants that are about 20 inches tall. They will be deliv-
ered to the church where you can pick them up. This fundraiser will enable 
us to continue our charitable work. We hope you will plant these in your 
yard both to remember the work of the Daughters of Penelope and to help 
contribute to the charities we support. Please let your  friends know about 
the sale of these beautiful flowering plants.  We thank you in advance. 

 

Cathy Yeotis, President  

 
 
 

 

Daughters of Penelope 
Iris Chapter 242 

Hellenism, Philanthropy, and Sisterhood 
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Ungrateful People are never Satisfied, they Complain about Everything 
By Saint Paisios the Athonite 

Edited by Stelios Koukos 
 

When you see people who are very worried, troubled and sad, even though they want for 
nothing, you should know that they want for God. 
 

If  people have everything - material goods and health - but, instead of  being grateful to 
God, make absurd demands on Him, they’re going to hell in a handcart. 
 

If  people are grateful they’re satisfied with everything. Every day they think about what 
God’s given them and they enjoy everything. But if  they’re ungrateful, nothing pleases 
them. They complain about everything and are in a constant bad temper. Let’s say they 
don’t appreciate the sunshine and complain. The north wind comes and freezes them. They 
don’t want the sun, they want the shivering that the north wind brings. 
 

Elder, what do you mean by that? 
 

I mean to say that if  we don’t recognize the blessings that God has given us and complain 
instead, then trials come and we roll up into a ball. 
 

No, I really mean this. People who have this ‘rule’, the habit of  complaining, should be 
aware that God will give them a clout, so that they can at least repair some of  the damage in 
this life. And if  they don’t get this slap, that’s worse, because they then pay for everything, 
once and for all, in the next life. 
 

In other words, Elder, complaining can become a habit? 
 

It becomes a habit because complaining begets more complaining and being miserable 
makes you more miserable. Sow misery and you’ll reap misery and store up anxieties. 
 

Sow praise of  God, on the other hand, and you’ll receive divine grace and eternal blessings. 
It doesn’t matter how many blessings God gives to complainers, they don’t recognize them. 
This is why the Grace of  God departs from them and temptation approaches. Temptation 
is always at their heels and keeps tripping them up. If  you’re grateful, however, God will 
hunt you down with His blessings. 
 

Ingratitude is a great sin, which brought a reprimand from Christ: ‘Were not ten cleansed? 
Where are the other nine?’, He said to the leper who returned to thank Him. Christ asked 
for gratitude not for Himself  but because it would benefit the lepers themselves. 
 

Source: https://pemptousia.com/2020/12/ungrateful-people-are-never-satisfied-they-
complain-about-everything/ 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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February: 

Shampoo 

 

 

810-845-3221 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Mortgage Drive: 
 

March 2021 will mark 8 years since we started our Mortgage Drive.  We have been able to 

lower our Mortgage by more than $685,000 during that time.  Approximately $410,000 of  

this amount has been from fundraisers, your generous donations and from the Endowment 

Fund.  The remainder is from our Monthly Mortgage Payment.  Thank you for your contin-

ued support.  We are almost there!!  Our goal is to pay the mortgage in full in 2021 which is 

also the 100th Anniversary of  our Church. 

Parish Council  

As of  12-31-2020  

our balance is: 

$49,331.25  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

SUPPORT OF OUR  

MORTGAGE RECUCTION 

DRIVE! 

 

Mortgage Paid in Full 
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MORTGAGE DRIVE  

(FROM 2-1-2021 TO 1-1-2020) 
 

     The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive: 

1.   Clyde & Georgia Allard 

2.   Rev. Fr. John & +Presvytera Artemas 

3.   Karen Begley 

4.   Dennis & Alexis Branoff 

5.   Dennis & Debra Chinonis 

6.   Linda Chinonis 

7.   Katie Chinonis 

8.   James & Liz Christopher  

9.   Helen Dalbo  

10.   Mark & Penelopi Drolet 

11.   Toula Edmonds 

12.   Pam Heos & Jeff  Brancheau 

13.   Nick & Jennifer Holland 

14.   Rick & Tina Holland 

15.   Dimitri & Brittany Hountalas 

16.   John & Tasia Hountalas 

17.   Yanni Hountalas 

18.   Efstratia Janis 

19.   David Duffy & Elaine Joynt 

20.   Athena Kalatzis 

21.   Agape Kallis 

22.   Penny Kallis 

23.   Susan Kallis 

24.   John & Karen Kaloydis 

25.   Nikolaos & Stephanie Karabinas 

26.   Pavlos & Ruth Karabinas 

27.   Dean & Joyce Kossaras 

28.   Jeff  & Nancy Lauster 

29.   George & Margot Levas 

30.   Yanni & Aspasia Mavrikos 

31.   Taso & Mitra Pagonis 

32.   Tim & April Paraschos 

33.   Carol Photiou 

34.   Lucas & Lori Photiou 

35.   Mike Potsos 

36.   Steve & Martha Poulos 

37.   Ken & Kathy Richards 

38.   JoAnne Schultze 

39.   Allen & Olga Steinhoff 

40.  Robert & Micheline Wilson 

41.  Art & Susan Yeotis 

42.  Catherine Yeotis 

43.  Hon. Thomas & Meg Yeotis   

44.   In Memory of  Presvytera Nikie Artemas 

45.   In Memory of  Photis Antonaras 

46.   In Memory of  Jerry Apostle 

47.   In Memory of  Helen Anagnos    

48.   In Memory of  Christ & Margaret Anastor 

49.   In Memory of  Theodore Bachakes, Jr.  

50.   In Memory of  Andrew Bageris                                                                        

51.   In Memory of  Elaine Bakris 

52.   In Memory of  Tim Bograkos 

53.   In Memory of  John & Christine Caris 

54.   In Memory of  Elias Chinonis 

55.   In Memory of  Gabriella Chinonis 

56.   In Memory of  Gus Chinonis 

57.   In Memory of  John Chinonis 

58.    In Memory of  Maria Contagianni 

59.    In Memory of  Athena Chuleas 

60.   In Memory of  James & Chryssee Daros 

61.   In Memory of  Evangelos Douros 

62.   In Memory of  Douglas Edmonds 
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MORTGAGE DRIVE  

(FROM 2-1-2021 TO 1-1-2020) 
 

     The following individuals and organizations have contributed this year to the Mortgage Drive: 

63.  In Memory of  London Eisenbeis 

64.  In Memory of  John Helton 

65.  In Memory of  Tom & Goldie Heos 

66.  In Memory of  John Jimos 

67.    In Memory of James (Giannakopoulos) Johnson 

68.  In Memory of  Harold Kallis 

69.  In Memory of  Tony Karakitsos 

70.  In Memory of  Alex Karatza 

71.  In Memory of  Irini Kontorousis 

72.  In Memory of  Anne Kossaras 

73.  In Memory of Sandy Bachakes Kraemer 

74.  In Memory of  Tom Lamberson 

75.  In Memory of  Ted Lowe 

76.  In Memory of Dena (Yeotis) McCollum 

77.  In Memory of  George Margaritis 

78.  In Memory of  Achilles (Ike) Marks 

79.  In Memory of  Kathryn Menoutes 

80.  In Memory of  Mike Michaelou 

81.  In Memory of  Nicholas Mighion 

82.  In Memory of  Aristoteles Panos 

83.  In Memory of  Niki Panos 

84.  In Memory of  Dr. George Politis 

85.  In Memory of  John Siambis 

86.  In Memory of  Tommy Stergiopoulos 

87.  In Memory of  Cleo Tarlas 

88.  In Memory of  Betty Vlahakis 

89.  In Memory of  Gus Vergos 

90.  In Memory of Heather Williamson 

91.  Daughters of  Penelope 

92.  DOP Kafi Night 

93.  DOP Mardi Gras Bar Tips 

94.  Endowment Fund 

95.  Religious Education 

96.  V.I.P.’s 

97.  Assumption Catering 

98.  Blessing of  the Buses 

99.  Food Sales for Mortgage Reduction 

100.  GFS Rebate 

101.  Hall Rental Bar Tips 

102.  Hall Rental Dishwasher & Linens 

103.  Hall Rental Linens & Liquor Add On 

104.  Heos Hall Rental & Bar  

105.  Makaria of  Nick Kondyles 

106.  Makaria of  Sandy Bachakes Kraemer 

107.  Sunday Brunch 

108.  2nd Tray 

109.  ABC Auto Repair 

110.  McCredie Insurance 

111.  MJ Auto Inc 

112.  Swartz Funeral Home 

112.  Yanni’s Opa Bar & Grill 
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Iconography Fund 
As you know, we have begun our Iconography Project. We want to thank those who have purchased an icon 
or just donated a little to help with this.  There are still icons available for purchase.  If you would like to pur-
chase an Icon or even just donate a little to the project, please contact John Hountalas (810-701-5164) or Fa-
ther Jarrod. Thank you for your generosity. 

The following individuals/families have contributed to the Iconography Project: 

Peter and Alice Anastor Spiridoula Panos 

Steve and Anita Arsman John and Irene Panos 

Dennis and Alexis Branoff Elaine and Dean Pappas 

Debra and Dennis  Chinonis Evan Pappas 

Katie Chinonis John & Pat Pavlis 

Linda Chinonis Barbara Santee 

James and Liz Christopher JoAnne Schultze 

John and Laura Costa Allen and Olga Steinhoff 

Helen Dalbo Michael Stevens 

Bill & Joanne Dau Bill and Lesley Stickley 

Mark & Penelopi Drolet Tom & Sandra Stamatis 

Daughters of Penelope Peter and Susie Vergos 

Monica Dragan Tim & Joann Welch 

Catherine Fechick Cathy Yeotis 

Walt and Diane Foraker VIP’S 

Greg and Sia Garceau Swartz Funeral Home 

John and Marlo George Memorial - Lazaros & Vasiliki Batsios 

Camilla Greenberg Memorial - Thomas P. Chiavaras, Jr. 

Pamela Heos & Jeff Brancheau Memorial - Marika Kalafatis 

Nicholas & Jennifer Holland Memorial - Androulla Kyprianou 

Hountalas Family Memorial - Tom Lamberson 

Athena Kalatzis Memorial - Achilles “Ike” Marks 

Agape Kallis Memorial - Giorgio Mirtsopoulos 

Susan Kallis Memorial - Kathryn Menoutes 

Tessie Komodromos Memorial - Michael Michaelou 

Dimitri and Jacqueline Kontorousis Memorial - Niki Panos 

Dean and Joyce Kossaras Memorial - Eugenia Routsis 

Maria Koutsoukos Memorial - John Siambis 

Jeff and Nancy Lauster Memorial - Theodora Stevens 

Ann and Ted Lowe Memorial - Athanasia Vitinaros 

William Lymperis Memorial - Kosta Zaravelis 

Lamprine Lymperpoulos  
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Come and see why our Fish Fry was voted #1 in the Flint area.  We 

use only Icelandic Cod 

 

 

 
 

Our varied menu also offers these delicious choices: 

Fried & Baked Fish * Plaki * Pastitsio * Moussaka * Clam Strips  

Chicken Strips * Fish Sandwich * Baked Chicken * Triopitas * Gyros   

Spanakopita * Greek Fries * Mac & Cheese * Greek Salad  

Dolmathes * Shrimp  * Onion Rings * Rice Pudding 
 

And don’t forget to support the Bake Sale to benefit 

Hope, Joy & GOYA and Catholic Charities! 
 

 

 

FISH FRY FRIDAY  

3—8:30 PM 

We welcome volunteers. Call John Hountalas (810) 701-5164 or 

Lori Photiou (810) 444-1967 if you would like to volunteer to  

help on a Friday night. 
 

  Teens: This is a great opportunity to earn your Community Service Hours for 

school. 

 Fish Fry total sales for December 2020 were $3,991.18 
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Here is your chance to support our 
Assumption Fish Fry and promote 

your business at the same time! 
 

Advertise in our continuous video 
loop! 

 

$100 for a 1 year ad! 

 

Contact John Hountalas for details 

810-701-5164 
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FRIENDS  

OF THE 

 METROPOLIS 

2020  

CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
(JAN 1 - NOVEMBER 30)  

 
 

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

 
 

Assumption Church 

 
 
 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

 
 

Chinonis, Linda 

 
 
 

Kalatzis, Athena 

 
 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

 
 

Mersinas, George & Laura 
 

 

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra 
 

 

Yeotis, Catherine 

 
 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

As our beloved church ages, we are starting to 

have to make repairs on different things.  In an-

ticipation of  these repairs, a Property Improve-

ment Savings Fund, was established.  This 

fund gives our parishioners and friends another 

option for your generous donations.  Having this 

fund enables us to have funds available for re-

pairs and does not take away from our monthly 

income.  

As of  December 31, 2020, the Property   Im-

provement Savings Fund has a balance of  

$7,191.56.  

Parish 

PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS 

Due to the rising cost of  mailing receipts for 

every donation received by the church, the Par-

ish Council has established the following proce-

dure for receipts: 

When you mail in a donation to the church, or 

drop it off  in the office, a receipt will not be 

mailed or given to parishioners of  Assumption 

Greek Orthodox Church.  Your cancelled check 

can be used as proof  of  your payment, as well as 

the contribution statement you receive from the 

church at the end of  the year.  This includes do-

nations for stewardship, mortgage reduction, 

iconography, festival, cash raffle, golf  outing, 

memorials, miscellaneous, etc. 

If  you require a receipt, please contact the 

church office during normal business hours 

(Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) or see a 

Parish Council member on Sunday’s.   

Receipts will continue to be mailed to non-

parishioners.   
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?   

Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS  

to Assumption Church  

(drop-off in back by kitchen door) 

and let us take them back. 

 

proceeds of this fundraiser support  

Assumption Church 

We have collected over $300 so far.  Keep them coming! 

THANK YOU!! 
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STEWARDSHIP LIST:  Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if  a filled out 

and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.   

Allard, Clyde & Georgie 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Nick & Anna 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

Bachakes, Katheryn 

Bachakes, Vicki 

Bakris, Dr. Chris 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Christos & Ashley 

Batsios, Efthyia 

Batsios, Evangelos 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Antonios & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Brown Jr., Andy 

Buterakos, Jim & Roxanne 

Carmean, Mike & Denise 

Carpenter, Rob & Angie 

Chiatalas, Andrew & Kelly 

Chiavaras, Lucille 

Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra 

Chinonis, Elias 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Richard 

Chinonis, Sandi 

+Chuleas-Williams, Anna 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Daros, Christine 

Dau, Bill & Joanne 

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Demps, Crystal 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Federick, Curt & Vivian 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy 

Grousopoulos, Lambros & Lena 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Helton, Voula 

Heos, James & Cassie 

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey 

Herzog, Mary Caris 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Holland, Rick & Tina 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Hountalas, John & Tasia 

Hountalas, Yanni 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Johnson, Denise 

Joseph, Patti 

Joynt, Elaine & Duffy, David 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Penny 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John 

Kapellas, Katina 

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth 

Karakitsos, Peter & Litsa 

Karay, Sr., Nicholas 

Kitsonas, William  

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary T. 

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kraemer, Mark & Family 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Shaochi 

Lauster, Jeff & Nancy 

Lebessis, Serena 

Livaditis, Argie & Angela 

Livieratos-Dobbins, Dr. Maria, David, 

& Nicholas  

Lowe, +Ted & Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nicholas & Maria 

Margaritis, +George & Sofia 

Marks, +Achilles & Afroditi 

Marks, Jean 

Martorelli, Matt & Jill 

Martorelli, Michael 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Mavrikos, Ioannis & Aspasia 

Menoutes, George 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevasti 

Nikolakeas, John & Polin 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

O’Bee, Matthew & Marialena 

O’Keefe, Derek & Michelle 

Pagonis, Taso & Mitra 

Pagonis, Voula 

Palmer, Diane 

Panos-Lillar, Diana 

Panos, John & Irene 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Pappas, Dean & Elaine 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Paraschos, Tim & April 

Pavlis, John & Pat 
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Peters, Jeff & Maria 

Petropoulos, Diana 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Photiou, Maroulla 

Politis, Rita 

Potsos, Dimitrios & Stergoula 

Poulos, Chris & Debra 

Poulos, Eleanor 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Rivette, Matthew & Lori 

Rogind, Sally 

Russell, Rev. Fr. Jarrod 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Sirakis, Kosta & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paris & Athena 

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra 

Stavridis, Tomas & Zoe 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

The Vakalopoulos Family 

Van Dyke, Ryan & Amy 

Vergos, Nitsa 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Welch, Tim & Joann 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

Yiannatji, Frank  

Zaravelis, Fani 

Allard, Clyde & Georgia 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Nick & Anna 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Eftyhia 

Batsios, Evangelos 

Batsios, Vasilios & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Brown, Jr., Andy 

Chinonis, Katie 

Christopher, Jim & Liz 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Dalbo, Helen 

Davis-Kirksey, Linda 

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walter & Diane 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth 

Kitsonas, William 

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary 

Livaditis, Argie & Angela 

Lividitis, Nick & Evie 

Livieratos-Dobbins, Dr. Maria, Da-

vid and Nicholas 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Margaritis, Sofia 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Menoutes, George 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Paraschos, Tim & April 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Russell, Fr. Jarrod 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia 

Stamatis, Tom & Sandra 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Welch, Timothy & Yianna 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 
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Mortgage Reduction Food Sales:  
 

 

Pastitsio OR Moussaka Half Pan — Serves 9-12 — $25.00  

             (made by Jimmy)        
 

Jimmy’s Plaki             Tray — $25.00 

                                         
         

Spinach Cheese Pie     Tray — 15 pieces —$25.00 

   
 

Greek Feta           2 1/2 pounds—$9.00  
 

 

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle)   12 Pieces — $10.00 
 

Lamb Shanks             2 Shanks cooked w/sauce $15.00  
 

Greek Olives              3 LB Container  $16.00  
 

Dolmathes    25 for $20.00                    
 

Grecian Style: 
 Green Beans                Peas          Rice Pilaf  
         $15             $15             $10 
 

PHYLLO DOUGH 
 

1 pound package — $2.50 
 

To order call John Hountalas 
810-701-5164 

 

Philoptochos Sweet Bread Sale  
 TSOUREKI  
 

$6.50   

(Proceeds for Tsoureki go to the Philoptochos)  
 
 

Effective 12-1-2020 
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If  you pay your stewardship using the offering envelopes provide in the church you 

must write “stewardship” on the envelope to ensure processing as stewardship.  

Unmarked envelopes will be considered a contribution only. 
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is 

as follows: 
 

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-

ed according the rites of the Orthodox 

Church. and attending the AGOC. 
 

Parishioner  - Member in Good Standing: 

 Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

 Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file and current in pledges for active and 

preceding year. 

 

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-

pliance with requirements for Parishioner or 

Member in Good Standing as  defined above. 

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can 

receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-

quired to pay church usage fee as per Page 19. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the Parish Priest and Parish 

Council President and must be presented to 

them at least one month prior to the proposed 

sacrament date. 

 

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or 

credit card can be accepted as payment of 

stewardship.  Donations of items or services 

cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of 

monetary payment. 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY 
  

“Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in 

memory of the departed are typically collected by the 

church, which then presents the names and final dona-

tion amount to the designated surviving family member. 

At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on 

distribution of those funds and can determine if they 

would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for 

the church in memory of the departed from a published 

list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the 

church office). We ask that should the family desire to 

purchase an item they indicate this to the priest and Par-

ish Council by the time of the 40 day memorial, other-

wise those funds will be released to the operating fund of 

our church.  Any memorial donation checks not marked 

“Assumption Church” will be distributed for the purpose 

indicated on the check. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

   

Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so 

that they  may be placed on the church 

calendar.  
  

 

Koliva 

 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact Diana Lillar (of  Philoptochos) 

for the names of  those available to 

make it. The standard rate is $150.  It 

is the responsibility of  the family to  

arrange for Koliva. 
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Swartz 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our Family Caring For Yours 
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family 

  Personal Family Service 

 Affordable Cost Options 

 Advance Funeral Planning 

 Cremation Services 

 Aftercare Services Provided 

 Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 

DJ Manolakis  

Greek and American Music 
 

810-845-2019 
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2021 Parish Council 

 

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest 

Helen Dalbo — President 

George Nitsos  — V. President 

 Ruth Karabina — Secretary 

            JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer 

            Debra Chinonis  — Co-Treasurer 
 

 

 

Nick Holland 

Joyce Kossaras 

Lori Photiou 

Tim Welch 

Diana Lillar - Ex-Officio Member 

 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Acolytes:  John Kaloydis 

Choir:  Nancy Chinonis 

Chanters:  Crystal Demps  

Religious Education Committee:   

Lori Photiou & Angie Carpenter                                                             

Philoptochos:  Diana Lillar 

GOYA:  TBD 

VIPS:  Voula Pagonis 

AHEPA:  John Costa 

Daughters of Penelope: Cathy Yeotis 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday — Friday 
10 am — 3 pm 

 

Fish Fry Hours 

3-8:30 pm 

 
 

Telephone:      810-771-4611 

 
 

Secretary:  Laura Mersinas 

 

E-Mail 

 

Secretary: chsecagoc@gmail.com 
 

 

Website  

www.assumptiongrandblanc.org 
 

 

Please check the website for 

up to date events. 

Orthros:                 9:00 am 

Divine Liturgy:         10:00 am 
 

Weekdays and Feast Days:   

See Calendar 
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ASSUMPTION GOC HALL IS NOW BOOKING 

FOR 2021 GRADUATION OPEN HOUSES 

CONTACT: 

JOHN HOUNTALAS 810-701-5164 

OR  

THE CHURCH OFFICE:  810-771-4611 


