
  

 

 

January 

 2022 
THE ASSUMPTION CONNECTION 
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Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

JANUARY 2022 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      

FEBRUARY 2022 

   1:  Divine Liturgy - Presentation of the Lord          6 pm 

  2:   Transformitive Christianity Webinar Series       7 pm 

  9:  Parish Council Meeting                                 6:15 pm 

14:  Valentines Day 

26: Divine Liturgy - 1st Saturday of Souls         10 am 

      DOP Mardi Gras 

  

  

 

    1:   Divine Liturgy - St. Basil & Circumcision      10 am 

          of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

    5:   Great Hours - Theophany of our Lord            9 am 

          and Savior Jesus Christ 

          Vesperal Divine Liturgy - Theophany of       10 am 

          our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

          Small Blessing of the Waters                     11:30 am 

    6:   Divine Liturgy - Theophany of our Lord       10 am 

          and Savior Jesus Christ 

          Great Blessing of the Waters                     11:15 am 

    7:   Divine Liturgy - Synaxis of St. John the         10 am 

          Baptist, Prophet, and Forerunner 

    9:    Cutting of the Vasilopita 

   11:   Philoptochos Meeting                                    1 pm 

   12:   Parish Council Meeting                              6:15 pm 

   20:   Dormition Monastery Winter Dinner        5:00 pm 

           @ St. George, Flint 

   23:   Special General Assembly to set budget for 2022 

Please watch your email account for updates on youth 

events, Bible Study, and Orthodoxy Explored. 
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Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power 

as it is working. — James 5:16 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

Sandra Birtsas; Sandi Chinonis; Alexis Davlantes; Alexandra Grivakis;  

Stephanos Hatzigeorgiou & Family; John Margaritis; Charlie Paraschos; Lucas Paul 

Please make 3 loaves of Prosphora and bring them to church by 9:00 am on the morning of 

the service. Be sure to include your lists of names, both living and dead, to be read during the 

Proskimide (Preparation) Service: one list is for those who are living and the other for those 

who have died. If you choose not to make Prosphora, please send a check to the church for 

$20 made payable to “Assumption Greek Orthodox Church” with a note stating it is for 

Prosphora. Be sure to include your list of names. If you have questions, please contact the 

church office, 810-771-4611. 

Prosphoron Schedule 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Sunday Reader Schedule 

February: 

  6:   Garceau, Greg & Sia 

13:   Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy 

20:   Grousopoulos, Lambros & Lena 

27:   Hagler, Gary & Marian 

 

   January 

       2    John Costa 

       9    Dr. Maria Livieratos-Dobbins 

     16    Tony Pappadakis 

     23    Cathy Yeotis 

     30     John Kaloydis  

                                   

 

    February 

                   6    Cathy Yeotis 

                 13    John Costa 

                 20    Nick Kallis 

                 27    John Kaloydis 

                

            

 
If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

January: 

  2:   Fahoome, Tom & Calliope 

  9:   Falaras, Mary 

16:   Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

23:   Foraker, Walter & Diane 

30:   Frantzis, Kanellos &Alexandra  
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

Beloved parishioners and friends of Assumption Church,  

 Christ is Born! Glorify Him!  

 We just celebrated the Holy Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Standing at the cave, we proclaimed that Christ is Born, that our Lord became 

man in order to bring us closer to Him. God willing, it was a wonderful celebration 

for all of our parishioners and friends.  

 January brings us many opportunities to worship our Lord. The first oppor-

tunity is on New Year’s Day when we celebrate the Feast of the Circumcision of 

our Lord and St. Basil the Great. With this double celebration, we both commemo-

rate the way Christ fulfilled the Abrahamic Covenant and Mosaic Law through cir-

cumcision (Luke 2:21) and honor one of the grant saints of the Church. The Major 

Feast of Theophany is then celebrated both on the Eve on January 5 with the Ves-

peral Divine Liturgy followed by the Small Blessing of the Waters and on the day of 

the Feast, January 6, with the Divine Liturgy followed by the Great Blessing of the 

Waters. Both Divine Services will be celebrated in the morning at 10:00 am.  

 After celebrating the Major Feast of Theophany, we then celebrate the Syn-

axis of St. John the Forerunner, Baptist and Prophet. The tradition of the Church is 

to commemorate significant saints involved in the events of the Lord’s life on the 

day following the celebration of the event. As St. John baptized the Lord as com-

memorated during the Major Feast of Theophany, the Church appoints January 7 

as his primary feast day. St. John is commemorated multiple times by the Church. 

However, it is January 7, which is the feast day where the Church celebrates St. 

John as the “Friend of the Bridegroom” (John 3:29), the one whose joy is complet-

ed by Christ. We should make every effort to be at the Church on January 7 at 

10:00 am to commemorate St. John.  

 In January, we also have an opportunity to serve our Lord in a unique way by 

supporting the Dormition Monastery. On Thursday, January 20, the Orthodox 
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From Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

Churches of Genesee County will gather at St. George Orthodox Church in Flint to 

support the Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction, Michigan with the annual 

Winter Dinner. This year, we will be blessed with the presence of His Eminence 

Archbishop Nathaniel of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of the Orthodox 

Church in America. This is a wonderful opportunity to support the mothers of Dor-

mition Monastery and to hear the inspiring words of His Eminence.  

 These are just some of the ways we can begin 2022 worshiping and serving 

our Lord. May He guide and bless us all in the New Year!        

                                                                  

          With love in Christ, 

                   Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell   

 

WE HAVE A SPECIAL  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23RD  

TO SET THE 2022 BUDGET.   



6 

 

From your parish council 

Epiphany or Holy Theophany 

The Baptism of Our Lord in the Jordan River 
 

One of the most sacred feast days in the Greek Orthodox Church is the celebration of the 
Epiphany. The celebration is rich in both tradition and symbolism, dating back to biblical 
times.  According to our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese website, the Epiphany, or Holy The-
ophany, commemorates the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River by St. John the Baptist. 
In Orthodox churches around the world, Christians celebrate the Epiphany on January 6, also 
known as a day of joy and brightness.  
 
On this day, Greek Orthodox priests celebrate an important service, the “Blessing of the Wa-
ters”. Many priests will celebrate this service in their churches; some priests who are fortunate 
to have a body of water or river nearby, will then celebrate this service at the banks of the wa-
ter. In the case of a nearby body of water, the priest will first bless a vessel or font of water, 
then he immerses a hand cross into the blessed water three times, imitating Christ’s baptism; 
the priest will then pour some of the holy water into the nearby body of water. To see how St. 
Nicholas Cathedral in Tarpon Springs, FL celebrates Epiphany, go to Epiphany: festival of 
lights, on YouTube  or  go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HuT2U3zZZc&t=210s  
The video includes the tradition of tossing a cross into the water and then to be retrieved by 
young men from the church. 
 
The four Gospels: Matthew 3, Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-34, tell the story of 
the Baptism of Christ.  God had chosen John the Baptist, a cousin to Jesus, to proclaim His 
coming. John was preaching in the Judean wilderness about repentance; “I baptize you 
with water for repentance. … comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not 
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11).  When Je-
sus came from Galilee to John, to be baptized by him, John refused and told Jesus that it is He 
that should baptize him [John].  “Let it be so now; …to do this to fulfill all righteousness”, Je-
sus replied (Matthew 3:13).  In this verse, the roles are reversed when the one “…who is more 
powerful…” is baptized by the one “…not worthy to carry …” the other’s sandals. (Matthew 
3:11).  John agreed to baptize Christ, “And when he came up out of the water, immediately 
he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice 
came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” (Mark 1:10-11). * 
 
Jesus' baptism is seen as the manifestation of Christ as both fully human and fully divine. All 
three Persons of the Holy Trinity were made manifest together: God The Father spoke from the 
heavens to the divine Son;  God The Son, seen in the flesh was baptized in the Jordan River; 
and God The Spirit coming down from the heavens seen as a dove, resting upon the Son.  
 
*It is important to note that the Epiphany is one of two occasions, when all three persons of 
The Trinity showed themselves at the same time to mankind; the second occasion was the 
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HuT2U3zZZc&t=210s
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From your parish council 

 
The holy water from the Feast of Epiphany or Holy Theophany, is given to the faithful to con-
sume. In the following weeks, clergy will visit parishioners and use the holy water to bless 
their homes.   

At the top of the icon, a 
semicircle portrays the  
opening of the Heavens  
and the voice of the Father. 

Above His head, the Holy 
Spirit in the form of a dove 
descends upon Christ. 

John the Baptist - his arm 
outstretched, in prayer and 
reverence to Christ.  With his 
right hand he preforms the 
baptism. 

Angels of the 
Lord gathered on 

the shore of the  

Jordan River, give  

praises to Christ. 

An angel of the 

Lord prepares 

to receive Christ 

as he comes out 

of the Jordan 

River. 

Christ is in the 
center being 
baptized in the 
Jordan.  He is 
standing in the 
water wearing a 
waistcloth; with 
His right hand, 
Christ is blessing 
the Jordan. 

Theophany Icon 

In Christ, 

Helen Dalbo 

Parish Council President 
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Decorating the church Christmas tree 
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Philoptochos Society-   

Friends of the Poor! 
 

The Ladies Philoptochos would 

like to wish everyone a Happy and 

Healthy New Year. Our ladies 

have outdone themselves in 2021, 

they continue to support the  

church and the Grand Blanc com-

munity.  They have donated their 

time and talents to the church and 

always go above and beyond.   

Happy New Year   
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The  

Ladies  

Philoptochos 

busy baking 

for the  

Holiday Bake 

Sale in  

December 
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GRATITUDE TO GOD: WISDOM FROM THE OPTINA ELDERS  
Optina Patericon [Sayings of the Optina Elders] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must thank God for sending you everything. This is for three reasons: in 
order to bring you to your senses, to awareness, and to gratitude (St. Ambrose). 

. . . . 

We get depressed and forgetful, and from depression and forgetfulness we of-
ten cease to be thankful to God for His great benefactions to us, both temporal and 
eternal. According to St. Isaac the Syrian, the thankfulness of one who receives en-
courages the Giver to give even greater gifts than the first. Gratitude in a Christian 
is such a great thing that together with love, it follows him into the future life, 
where he will celebrate the eternal Pascha (St. Ambrose). 

. . . . 

You are always disposed to thank the Most Merciful and Greatly Munificent 
Lord that He has not rewarded you according to your sins; but according to His un-
speakable mercy He has given you the means for your salvation! And the well-
experienced fathers approve of these feelings, because the 102nd Psalm agrees 
with divine Scripture. But caution is also approved, so that we might not fall again 
into faintheartedness (St. Leo). 

A heart and lips that give thanks to God for all things attract His merciful 
good will to us, but God does not endure the complainer, and may even punish 
him. And in your interpersonal relations strive to encourage one another, and not 
bring sadness upon each with your insane judgments of each other (St. Joseph). 

. . . . 

We must give thanks for all things to the Lord, Who justly places upon us la-
bors and patience, which are more profitable to us than consolation—for consola-
tion puffs up the soul (St. Moses). 
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. . . . 

Thank God for all things, as well for the opportunity to read the prayers to 
the sisters and have thus been vouchsafed to serve them in this. But it is not good 
to think that this will be accounted to you. Accounted to us is the great sacrifice 
that Sweetest Jesus offered for us on the cross of Eternal Righteousness. But we 
have nothing good of our own (St. Anatoly). 

You should be thankful, a thousand times thankful, that you are protected 
from the wolves, that you are watched over, and taken care of. And accept joyfully 
whatever punishment you are given. Blessed is he whom Thou hast chastened, O 
Lord! (St. Anatoly). 

. . . . 

Question: “If people thank me and show their love, I feel as if guilty, and my 
soul feels heavy.” Answer: “Count it all to God’s help…" Say: “The Lord helped 
and not I. He is the One to thank” (St. Anatoly). 

If you are able to do something good for someone or give alms, then you 
should say, “I did it with Your blessing, Lord!” St. Nektary. 

With God’s help, try to dispose yourself in such a way that you would be able 
to hold to your interior ascetic labor; which, according to the Apostle, consists of 
four parts: “Be patient toward all men, rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing, and 
in everything give thanks” (cf. Thess. 5:14:16–18). We should begin with the last 
part—that is, giving thanks for everything. The beginning of joy is to be content 
with your own situation (St. Ambrose). 

 

Translation by OrthoChristian.com 

Source: https://orthochristian.com/143075.html 
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       BLESSING OF HOMES 2022 

 

If you would like to have your home(s) blessed please fill out the form below or contact the 

church office for scheduling.     

 

Name:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred Phone Number:  _______________________________ 

 

Check preferred Time & Day:  Morning  __________  Weekday __________ 

 

     Afternoon  __________  Saturday __________ 

 

     Evening   __________ 

 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Date received:_______________      Date scheduled:_______________          Date completed:_______________ 

 

 

 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1ST 2022 ... 
 

ALL CREDIT CARD transactions through 

the church will include a 4% processing 

fee.  We are very sorry for any inconven-

ience this may cause.   
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January: 

 

Toilet Paper 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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Very Reverend Athanasios G. George (Fr. Tom) 
July 17, 1937- December 6, 2021 

 

Reverend Father Athanasios Gregory George was born July 17, 1937, in Belvidere, 

Illinois. He is the only child of Nicholas and Ethel George, loving parents who guid-

ed their son to follow the footsteps of Christ. He has been known all his life as 

Tom.  The George family moved to Michigan in 1939. He was always close to the 

Church, serving in the Altar, as a member of Jr. GOYA and later Sr. GOYA. He joined 

the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church choir at the age of fourteen. 

 

It was during his later years in choir that he met Demetra Jeanne Xenakis who 

soon became his loving wife and eventually his Presbytera. They were married at 

the Assumption Church in Detroit on June 19, 1966. This marriage brought forth 

their wonderful children Rebecca, Christina, Joanna and Paul. 

 

On March 19, 1972, Athanasios (Tom) was ordained to the Holy Diaconate at the 

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in Detroit and served almost all of his Diaco-

nate at the SS. Constantine and Helen Church of Detroit. 

 

On September 14, 1974, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, he was or-

dained to the Holy Priesthood at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 

Detroit at which time he was assigned to the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

in Flint, Michigan, where he served for twenty-one years. 

Memory Eternal!! 



19 

 

On October 2, 1983, Fr. Tom was elevated by Bishop Timothy of Detroit to the 

rank of Confessor and Steward (Oikonomos) and on September 28, 1986, to Pro-

topresbyter at the consecration of the Assumption Church in Flint, Michigan. 

 

While in Flint, Fr. Tom instituted the annual Greek Festival and directed a $1.5 Mil-

lion dollar  building expansion program which was completed in 1981. He was al-

so instrumental in forming the Holy Cross Society, a Pan Orthodox cooperative en-

deavor which united the three canonical Orthodox parishes in Genessee County, 

thereby perpetuating, strengthening, and making Orthodoxy very visual through 

various religious and educational programs. He was very active in the Metropolis 

of Detroit Summer Camp program in Rose City where he spent a week every sum-

mer for 25 years. He loved interacting with the youth. 

 

Fr. Tom was also involved in ecumenical work. He was instrumental in the institu-

tion of the Apostolic Clergy Association comprised of Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 

Byzantine Catholic and Anglican clergy. 

 

On October 1, 1995, he was appointed by His Grace Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh 

(Locum Tenans-Detroit) to assume the position of Dean of the Annunciation Ca-

thedral of Detroit. He was also a member of the Christian Communication Council 

of Metropolitan Detroit; an organization representing almost 2000 Protestant, Ro-

man Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches in the Metropolitan Detroit and 

Windsor area. He retired from the Priesthood in October 2012, and remained 

strong in his connections with his faith and parishioners. 

 

Fr. Tom is survived by his wife Demetra (Jeanne), his daughters Rebecca Papas, 

Christina George, Joanna (Jeff) Hadsell, son Paul George, and his 7 grandchildren: 

George Papas, Athan Papas, Demetri Papas, Christopher Peppes, Nicholas Peppes, 

Alaina Hadsell and Ava Hadsell. 
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Assumption Church Community Update 
  

     Our Church newsletter is one of the ways we keep in touch with one another.   Each 

month there are special events in the life of the Church that should be shared with our en-

tire community.  This is especially true in terms of baptisms, weddings, and funerals.  We 

will now be dedicating space in each newsletter to announce baptisms, weddings, and fu-

nerals that occur at Assumption Church as well as those involving community members 

that are celebrated at other Orthodox Churches.  If you would like to submit an an-

nouncement regarding a baptism, wedding, or funeral that has been celebrated at an Or-

thodox Church other than the Assumption Church, please send it directly to Fr. Jarrod 

(frjarrod@gmail.com).  

  

 

December: 

Funeral for George Georgiou 

Funeral for Anna Georgiou (Holy Trinity  

Greek Orthodox Church in Lansing) 

  

  

Due to HIPAA privacy rules, hospitals no longer provide a list of Orthodox pa-

tients to us. Therefore, if you or a loved one are, or will be, in the hospital, 

please contact Fr. Jarrod or the church office for a pastoral visit. Also, please 

notify Fr. Jarrod or the office if a friend or family member is in a rehab center, 

nursing home, assisted living facility or under hospice care.    
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Congratulations!! 
 

Dr. Kosta Vergos graduated from the 

Arkansas College of Osteopathic 

Medicine in 2021. 

 

Family Medicine Resident 

at Mercy Hospital in Muskegon. 

In Loving Memory 

 of  Tom and Goldie Heos 
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Iconography Fund 
There are still icons available for purchase.  If you would like to purchase an Icon or even just donate a little to 
the project, please contact John Hountalas (810-701-5164) or Father Jarrod. Thank you for your generosity. 

The following individuals/families have contributed to the Iconography Project: 

Peter and Alice Anastor Spiridoula Panos 

Steve and Anita Arsman John and Irene Panos 

Dennis and Alexis Branoff Elaine and Dean Pappas 

Debra and Dennis Chinonis Evan Pappas 

Katie Chinonis John and Pat Pavlis 

Linda Chinonis Barbara Santee 

James and Liz Christopher JoAnne Schultze 

John and Laura Costa Allen and Olga Steinhoff 

Helen Dalbo Michael Stevens 

Bill and Joanne Dau Bill and Lesley Stickley 

Mark and Penelopi Drolet Tom and Sandra Stamatis 

Daughters of Penelope Peter and Susie Vergos 

Monica Dragan Joann and +Tim Welch 

Catherine Fechick Cathy Yeotis 

Walt and Diane Foraker VIP’S 

Greg and Sia Garceau Swartz Funeral Home 

John and Marlo George Memorial - Kathryn Bachakes 

Camilla Greenberg Memorial - Dr. Chris Bakris 

Pamela Heos and Jeff Brancheau Memorial - Lazaros & Vasiliki Batsios 

Nicholas and Jennifer Holland Memorial - Thomas P. Chiavaras, Jr. 

Hountalas Family Memorial - Marika Kalafatis 

Athena Kalatzis Memorial - Androulla Kyprianou 

Agape Kallis Memorial - Tom Lamberson 

Penny Kallis Memorial - Achilles “Ike” Marks 

Susan Kallis Memorial - Giorgio Mirtsopoulos 

Tessie Komodromos Memorial - Kathryn Menoutes 

Dimitri and Jacqueline Kontorousis Memorial - Michael Michaelou 

Dean and Joyce Kossaras Memorial - Niki Panos 

Maria Koutsoukos Memorial - Eugenia Routsis 

Jeff and Nancy Lauster Memorial - John Siambis 

Ann and +Ted Lowe Memorial - Theodora Stevens 

William Lymperis Memorial - Athanasia Vitinaros 

Lamprine Lymperpoulos Memorial - Kosta Zaravelis 
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Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?   

 

Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS  

to Assumption Church  

 

(drop-off in back by kitchen door) 

and let us take them back. 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 

JEFF LAUSTER 

Real Estate Professional 

 

Michigan Real Estate 
2359 W. Shiawassee 

Fenton, MI  48430 

Cell:  810-771-8396 

Office:  810-593-1408 

jefflauster@bhhsmi.com 

jefflauster.bhhsmi.com 
 

 

 

 

810-845-3221 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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FRIENDS OF THE 

 METROPOLIS 

2021  

CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
(JAN 1 - NOVEMBER 30)  

 

Assumption Parish 

 

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell 

 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

 

Chinonis, Linda 

 

Dalbo, Helen 

 

Kalatzis, Athena 

 

Kallis, Agape 

 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

 

Stamatis, Thomas & Sandra 

 

Yeotis, Catherine 

 

Thank you! 

 

Parish 

PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS 
 

Due to the rising cost of  mailing receipts for 

every donation received by the church, the 

Parish Council has established the following 

procedure for receipts: 

 

When you mail in a donation to the church, 

or drop it off  in the office, a receipt will not 

be mailed or given to parishioners of  As-

sumption Greek Orthodox Church.  Your 

cancelled check can be used as proof  of  your 

payment, as well as the contribution state-

ment you receive from the church at the end 

of  the year.  This includes donations for 

stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf  

outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc.  For 

credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to 

process your payment. 

 

If  you require a receipt, please contact the 

church office during normal business hours 

(Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) or 

see a Parish Council member on Sunday’s.   

Receipts will continue to be mailed to non-

parishioners.   
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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STEWARDSHIP LIST:  Your name will only appear on the Stewardship List if  a 

filled out and signed stewardship card and a payment have been received.   

Allard, Clyde & Georgia 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Costa & Nancy 

Anagnostopoulos, Nick & Anna 

Asa, Darwin & Barbara 

+Bakris, Dr. Chris 

Bakris, Dr. Nicholas 

Batsios, Christos & Ashley 

Batsios, Eftyhia 

Batsios, Evangelos 

Batsios, Vasilios & Maria 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Antony & Maria 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Brown, Jr., Andy 

Carmean, Mike & Denise 

Carpenter, Rob & Ageliki 

Chiavaras, Lucille 

Chinonis, Dennis & Dr. Debra 

Chinonis, Elias  

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Richard 

Chinonis, Sandi 

Christakis, Chris & Elpida 

Christopher, Jim & Liz 

Clinton, Mike & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Daros, Christine 

Dau, William & Joanne 

Davis-Kirksey, Linda 

Davlantes, Alex & Alexis 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Demps, Crystal 

Drolet, Mark & Penelopi 

Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine 

Fahoome,  Mr. & Mrs. 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walter & Diane 

Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Gintsis, Nick & Dorothy 

Grousopoulos, Lambros & Lena 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Helton, Voula 

Heos, James & Cassie 

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffery 

Herzog, Mary Caris 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Hountalas, Ioannis & Tasia 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Iordanou, Bill & Lisa 

Jimos, Anita 

Johnson, Denise 

Joseph, Patti 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Penelope 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Kapellas, Katina 

Karabinas, Pavlos & Ruth 

Karakitsos, Peter & Litsa 

Karatza, Louise and Family 

Karay, Nicholas X. 

Kitsonas, William 

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Kosmanopoulos, Chris & Kelly 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Lemonia 

Kottalis, Mary 
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Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kraemer, Mark & Family 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Kuzmanovsky, Kosta & Cheng, Shaochi 

Lauster, Jeff & Nancy 

Livaditis, +Argie & Angela 

Livaditis, Nick & Evie 

Livieratos, Dr. Maria & Dobbins, David & Nicholas 

Lovelace, Susan 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nicholas & Maria 

Margaritis, Sofia 

Margaritis-Smith, Angela & Family 

Marks, Afroditi 

Marks, Jean 

Martorelli, Matthew & Jill 

Martorelli, Sophia 

Mavrikos, Ioannis & Aspasia 

Menoutes, George 

Mersinas, George & Laura 

Michaelou, Sevesti 

Naum, Gus & Susie 

Nikolakeas, John & Polin 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

O’Bee, Matthew & Marialena 

Pagonis, Taso & Mitra 

Pagonis, Voula 

Panos, John & Irene 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Panos-Lillar, Diana 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Pappas, Dean & Elaine 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Paraschos, Tim & April 

Pavlis, John & Pat 

Peters, Jeff & Maria 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Photiou, Maroulla 

Politis, Rita 

Potsos, Emmanouil 

Potsos, Dimitrios & +Stergoula 

Poulos, Eleanor 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Rivette, Matthew & Lori 

Rogind, Sally 

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary 

Russell, Fr. Jarrod 

Salutes-Rogind, Sally 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena 

Stamatis, Tom & Sandra 

Stavridis, Tomas, Zoe & Angelo 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Steinhoff, Dr. Stephanie 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Stergiopoulos, Zoi 

Stone, Paula & Family 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Trifon, Nick 

Vakalopoulos, Petros & Iordana 

Vergos, Nitsa 

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Sue 

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Welch, +Timothy & Joann 

Wilson, Todd, Loukea & Zoe 

Wilson, Robert & Micheline 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

 

STEWARDSHIP 2022 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is 

as follows: 
 

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-

ed according the rites of the Orthodox Church 

and attending the AGOC. 
 

Parishioner  - Member in Good Standing: 

 Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

 Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file and current in pledges for active and 

preceding year. 

 

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-

pliance with requirements for Parishioner or 

Member in Good Standing as  defined above. 

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can 

receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-

quired to pay church usage fee. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the Parish Priest and Parish 

Council President and must be presented to 

them at least one month prior to the proposed 

sacrament date. 

 

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or 

credit card can be accepted as payment of 

stewardship.  Donations of items or services 

cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of 

monetary payment. 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY 
  

“Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in 

memory of the departed are typically collected by the 

church, which then presents the names and final dona-

tion amount to the designated surviving family member. 

At that time the family has the opportunity to decide on 

distribution of those funds and can determine if they 

would like to use memorial funds to purchase an item for 

the church in memory of the departed from a published 

list of approved items. (This list will be posted in the 

church office). We ask that should the family desire to 

purchase an item they indicate this to the priest by the 

time of the 40 day memorial, otherwise those funds will 

be released to the “Iconography Project” of our church.  

Any memorial donation checks not marked “Assumption 

Church” will be distributed for the purpose indicated on 

the check. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

   

Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through Fr. Jarrod so 

that they  may be placed on the church 

calendar.  
  

 

Koliva 

 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact Diana Lillar 989-739-2289 (of  

Philoptochos) for the names of  those 

available to make it. The standard rate 

is $150.  It is the responsibility of  

the family to  arrange for Koliva. 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
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Swartz 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our Family Caring For Yours 
 Personal Family Service 

 Affordable Cost Options 

 Advance Funeral Planning 

 Cremation Services 

 Aftercare Services Provided 

 Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with their advertising.  Won’t 

you please patronize their businesses — and mention that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 

DJ Manolakis  

Greek and American Music 
 

810-845-2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send artwork by email to:  agocsec@gmail.com 

 

ADVERTISING OPTIONS  

NL Full Page………………………………       

$250/yr 

NL Half Page………………………………      

$150/yr 

Business Card Ad……………………….      $75/yr 

  

  

NOTES 

Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as the June/July 

is a combined newsletter 

For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg 

files or similar 

Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater PDF 

Please include or email artwork  

    

  

Thank you for your support of our Church. 
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2021 Parish Council 

 

Rev. Fr. Jarrod Russell - Priest 

Helen Dalbo — President 

George Nitsos  — V. President 

 Ruth Karabina — Secretary 

            JoAnne Schultze — Treasurer 

            Debra Chinonis  — Co-Treasurer 
 

 

 

Nick Holland 

Susan Kallis 

Joyce Kossaras 

Lori Photiou 

+Tim Welch 

Diana Lillar - Ex-Officio Member 

 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Acolytes:  John Kaloydis 

Choir:  Nancy Chinonis 

Chanters:  Crystal Demps & Athena Kalatzis 

Religious Education Committee:   

Angie Carpenter and Zoe Stavridis                                                             

Philoptochos:  Diana Panos-Lillar 

GOYA:  TBD 

AHEPA:  John Costa 

Daughters of Penelope: Joanne Dau 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday — Friday 
10 am — 3 pm 

 

 

 
 

Telephone:      810-771-4611 

 
 

Secretary:  Laura Mersinas 

 

E-Mail 

 

Secretary: agocsec@gmail.com 
 

 

Website  

www.assumptiongrandblanc.org 
 

 

Please check the website for 

up to date events. 

Orthros:                 9:00 am 

Divine Liturgy:         10:00 am 
 

Weekdays and Feast Days:   

See Calendar 
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

2245 E Baldwin Road 

Grand Blanc, MI  48439 

  NON-PROFIT ORG. 

  U.S. Postage Paid 

  Grand Blanc, Michigan 

  Permit #42 

Place mailing label here 

 

ASSUMPTION HALL IS NOW BOOKING 

FOR 2022 GRADUATION PARTIES 

 

CONTACT LAURA AT THE CHURCH OFFICE:   

810-771-4611 


