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7: Parish Council Elections During Coffee Hour
7: Special General Assembly Meeting During Coffee Hour
9: Philoptochos Meeting 1:00 PM
11: Philoptochos Bake Sale Pickup 11:00AM - 3:00 PM
13: DOP Meeting 3:00 PM
13: AHEPA/DOP Christmas Potluck 5:00 PM
14: Parish Council Meeting 12:00 PM
24: Christmas Eve Vesperal Liturgy 5:00 PM

24-25: Office Closed
31: Office Closed

1:  Office Closed
11: PC Meeting 12:00 PM
13: Philoptochos Meeting 1:00 PM



If you would like to add your name or the name of a family mem-
ber to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 810-771-

4611.

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person
has great power as it is working. - James 5:16

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Fr. Joseph Abud; Sandi Chinonis; Maria Chuleas;
Stephanos Hatzigeorgiou & Family; Anita Jimos;

Athena Kalatzis; Tessie Komodromos; Soula Kondyles; Mary Kottalis;

Ann Lowe; George Levas; Diana Lillar; Afroditi Marks;

Sam Paraschos; JoAnne Schultze; Joann Welch

SUNDAY READERS SCHEDULE

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

4 Dena Altheide 1 Nick Kallis 1 Dena Altheide 5 John Kaloydis

11 Debra Chinonis 8 John Kaloydis 8 Debra Chinonis |12 Stella Thurkill

18 John Costa 15 Stella Thurkill |15 John Costa 19 Cathy Yeotis

25 Aleko Douros 22 Cathy Yeotis 22 Aleko Douros |26 Dena Altheide
29 Nick Kallis

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement. Thank you!




FROM FATHER PETER

DECEMBER 2025
A CHRISTMAS REALITY CHECK

Approaching the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, it is an opportunity to pause and contemplate
this important event in the history of salvation — the birth of God as man. Itis not the only part
of God’s plan for us, but one of many, leading us to the Crucifixion and Resurrection.

We would be mistaken if we considered the Nativity as the “beginning” of our salvation. God’s
plan for our salvation begins immediately after the disobedience of Adam. As the priest prays to
God the Father at the anaphora (the consecration of the Holy Gifts) during the Divine Liturgy:
“You brought us out of nothing into being, and when we had fallen away, You raised us up again. You left nothing
undone until you had led us up to heaven and grated us Your Kingdom” (Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom).

This plan for our salvation runs through the Old Testament, and especially the Prophets, and is
communicated to us, and fulfilled and made real in the Holy Gospel. Everything the Church be-
lieves and prays finds its basis in the Scriptures (old and new), and the experience of its faithful.

Over time, some have decided to challenge these foundations of faith; sometimes this is due to
the need to conform to some literal sense of what the Bible is stating. By doing this, it often
changes what is believed and prayed, and unwittingly — as is the case of many theological disputes
that have arisen over time — creating heresy, changing the very nature of Christ, the Holy Trinity,
and salvation itself given to us.

In Scripture, the translation, mistranslation or even omission of words may be considered out of a
literal sense, yet this ignores the meaning of these words, which is vitally important

One of the passages of Scripture, from Isaiah, particularly Isaiah 7:14, illustrates this. In the Sep-
tuagint (the translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Koine Greek made about 300 BC,
and is the accepted version of the Llaw and the Prophets used by the Orthodox and to great ex-
tent, Catholic churches), the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 is:

“Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, the virgin (emphasis mine — PB) shall conceive and bear
a Son, and yon shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14, NKJ1/)

Interestingly, in some translations of the Old Testament (particularly those used by Protestant
confessions), the word “virgin” is replaced by “the young woman” (some even just “a young wom-
an”). Unlike translations based on the Septuagint, later translations of the Bible are based on the
Masoretic (some people call it the “Hebrew”) text. The Masoretes were Jewish scholars located
mainly in northern Europe who translated from the late 4% century to the 9% century AD (at least
500 years after the Septuagint).

Both the Septuagint and Masoretic claim to use some of the same Hebrew manuscripts. The key
in both is translation of the Hebrew word “almah”. This word literally means “an unmarried
woman”, which according to St. Jerome implies “a hidden virgin, shut off from the occasional
sight of men”. The Greek translators of the Septuagint translate this word directly
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FROM FATHER PETER

“parthenos” (maxpbévog) — virgin.

If we simply accept the Masoretic translation in the literal sense, it changes the meaning and im-
pact of the prophecy of Isaiah. Why would the Masoretes do this? The Septuagint version is ex-
tensively quoted in the Christian scriptures, and by the 4t century AD, the Old Testament proph-
ecies according to the Septuagint (and Latin Vulgate bible), and their quotation in the Gospels,
were widespread.

Whether by intent or not, the Masoretes, as Jewish scholars, wanted to de-emphasize these proph-
ecies, which were being used by the Christian church, to degrade their meaning, Of course, some
accept this as they focus on the literal meaning, due to questionable event (in their mind) of a vir-
gin becoming pregnant. Regardless, by simply adopting “the young woman” (or “a young wom-
an”), without appreciating the true sense of the word, the miracle of the virgin Birth is discount-
ed.

But, as St. Jerome states (explaining his efforts to translate the Scriptures into Latin): ‘T render sense
for sense, and not word for word” (St. Jerome, Letter 57). Even in the proper translation of the Hebrew
word “almah”, the sense is that of a “virgin”, of a woman of special grace chosen by God to be
the human instrument through which He would assume our nature and come into the world for
our Salvation.

This is not an insignificant issue. By rejecting the prophesy of the virgin Birth, this leads to a de-
nial of the Incarnation (God becoming man), and of everything else in the life of Christ. Jesus
becomes, in some people’s minds, a great teacher, a nice guy (certainly not untrue), but not Di-
vine, not the Son of God, not the Messiah. It is all part of God’s plan for our salvation and if we
“pick and choose” what we believe to be true or plausible, it degrades the great mystery of God
and his actions.

As we prepare to celebrate the Birth of our Lord and Savior, let us embrace the entire mystery of

our salvation — the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, His Baptism and ministry, His trial and Crucifix-

ion, and His glorious Resurrection and Ascension — rooted in the words chanted in the Kontakion
of the Nativity

“Today the Virgin comes to the cave, to give birth to the pre-eternal Word!”
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

+Fr. Peter



FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Message from the Parish Council President — December 2025

XPIZTOXZ I'ENNATAI! CHRIST IS BORN!

I hope this last message of 2025 finds you all enjoying the Holiday season! I
urge all of you to take time during the busy month of December to reflect up-
on the beautiful meaning of Christmas- to look beyond the worldly or com-
mercialized version of Christmas that has now overcome our lives, and to fo-
cus on the true meaning, the true joy, which is the birth of Jesus Christ. The
great celebration of the sacred day in which the Son of God was born of the
Virgin Mary, took on flesh, and became man.

This is truly a spiritually uplifting season in our Church as we progress
through the Nativity Fast to Christmas; and begin the New Year with Holy
Theophany on January 6 (my birthday).

Let us use this month to rededicate our lives to our Lord, to our faith, and to
our Church. Throughout this blessed time period our community will offer
us many opportunities to join together for the Divine Services, the various
Christmas celebratory events within our parish and our Metropolis. Let us
look to spend our time with family and friends, joyfully celebrating with
much excitement the approaching day of His birth when we may proclaim
aloud for all the world to hear “Glory to God in the highest and on earth,
peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:13).

Please note that we will be having our Parish Council Election on December
7th, Please be present to vote during Coffee Hour. Once ratified by the Me-
tropolis, we will be sworn-in after Liturgy and elect the new officers for 2026.



FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

I look forward to working with the new members and the entire Parish Coun-
cil. As I stated at the General Assembly, I also sincerely thank everyone who
has volunteered their time and talents as members of the Parish Council.

Please review your current status as it relates to your Stewardship Pledge for
2025. If there is still a balance, please send in payment by the end of the
year. Checks must be dated no later than December 31st and received by the
Church Office no later than Friday, January 9, 2026 to be credited for pay-
ment in 2025.

We will be distributing Stewardship Pledge Cards for 2026. Please complete
those forms and return them to the office or to any Parish Council member
as soon as possible.

Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Nancy Chinonis
Parish Council President
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HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

Benjamin Stone Dec. 1 Matthew O’Bee Dec. 16
Nikki Pappadakis Dec. 2 Jerry Thornton Dec. 20
Nicholas Pappadakis Dec. 4 Amanda Steinhoff Dec. 21
Nicholas Manutes Dec. 6 Evangelos Stavridis Dec. 21
Effie Vitinaros Dec. 7 Jeff Lauster Dec. 26
Mary Falaras Dec. 9 Charles Thurber Dec. 27
Constatine Peters Dec. 12 |Hon. Thomas Yeotis Dec. 28
Lambros Kottalis Dec. 13 |Sandra Birtsas Dec. 29
Andrew Costa Dec. 15

{ If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please ‘I
% w‘f ’ let us know so we can update our records. 4 r f )
W |

1/ \I/

11




2026 PROPOSED BUDGET TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE
12/7/2025 SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Actual as of 2026 Proposed
2025 Approved Budget 30025 Budget
DPERATING REVENUES
Stewardship L 14200000 § 12194073 § 145,000.00
Candles 5 BONODD § 73NE0 % B,000.00
Candles Expenss 5 (3000000 § (2576000 3 {3,000.00)
Tray Receipts 5 500000 § 6716200 % 6,000.00
Coffes Hour Tray Recsips § -4 TE0.00 § -
Coffee Hour Expense 5 § (24076) § -
Bockstore Income 5 L 41500 § 500.00
Bocksiore Expense 5 - 3 [452.18) 3 (500.00)
Hall Rental 5 1,00000 $§ 4800 § 1,000.00
Inferest Income 5 6000 § b56 % 15.00
Micellaneous IncomelDonations 5 800000 § ©EBERES
Church Memonal Savings Fund Income % 10,000.00
General donations $ 14,000.00
Memorial donafions $ 5,000.00
Migcellansous (ex; hobday giving, visitor donations, efc) $ 1,500.00
Newsletier advertising $ 1,500.00
Gifts, Grants and Other Income 3 25,000.00
Pascha donafions (flowers and monetary) 3 4 000.00
Flanned giving donations $ 10,000.00
Mescellanenus IncomeDonations - Special Projects § 2000000 § b -
RE - Youth Ministry Incoms § 150000 § $ 1,500.00
RE - Youth Mimistry Expenses g (1,500.00) § $ {1,500.00)
Fundraisers
Cach Rafiie Income 5 500000 § 500000 % 50,000.00
Cash Rafiie License 5 (20.00) § [50.00) ¥ (50.00)
Cash Rafiie Expensss 5 (22,000.00) § (22.000.00) % {22,000.00)
Gokf Outing Income 5 4500000 § 5204060 % 53,000.00
Gotf Outing Expenses 5 (22000000 § (2811621) % (30,000.00)
Fizh Fry 5 5600000 § 7444253 % -
Cost of Sales - Fish Fry 5 (25200000 § (3291756) % -
Other Fundraisers [ncome L 350000 § - % 10,000.00
Cost of Sales - Other Fundraisers 5 (500.00) § (50000) § {1,000.00)
Total Operating Revenue $ 26681000 § 24661298 % 287 ,965.00
Salary, Benefits and Payroll Taxes
Priest
Total Priest Compensation Package § 8894200 § GETOESD % 100,000.00
OfficelGeneral
Salanes - Generdl 5 1600000 § 1332000 % 20,000.00
Taxes - FICA Office employess 5 (1224000 § (1,019.00) % {1,530.00)
Total General Compensation 14,776.00 12,301.00 18,470.00
Total Salary, Benefits and Payroll Taxes L1 10371800 § TO00TS0 4 118,470.00
General Operating Expenses
Accounting 5 120000 § 130000 %
Building and Property Security:
Alarm 5 144000 § 107295 § 2,000.00
Fire Panel 5 160000 § B4000 % 1,700.00
Dues & Subscripfions - Software § 180000 § 133692 3§ 2,100.00
Parizh Total Commitment 5 2978604 § 248200 § 30,353.00
Equipment Rental {CopienPrinter) § 505000 § M4 0§ -
Insurance Expense - Building 5 1200000 § 180600 % 12,000.00
Insurance Expense - Workman's Comg 5 70000 § B3T00 § 800.00
Lawn Care/Snow Removal 5 10,000.00 $§ 75000 § 7,500.00
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Actualasof 2026 Proposed
2023 Approved Budget 313025 Budget

Lawn Care - Wead Maintenance $ 70000 § B5409 § 75000
Lawn Care - Sprinkler System § 14000 § 14000 % 150.00
Laundry & Uniforms $ 140000 § 124548 § 1,500.00
Pension Man $ 936000 § 624000 § 8,575.00
Postage and Shipping § 200000 § 211857 § 2,500.00
Repairs & Maintenance:
Goyette Monthly § 250000 § 185400 § 2,500.00
\languard [Kiichen Fire Suppression System Fire Exinguisners) § 245000 § TR0 § 2450.00
Maintenance - general § 500000 § 82537 § 10,000.00
Maintenance - Parking Lot § 750000 § S 7.500.00
Maintenance - Sidewalks $ 250000 § - § 2,500.00
Pest Conirol $ 6000 § 5000 § 600.00
Trazsh Removal $ 120000 $ 11669 § 1,500.00
Ullities:
Comeast $ 100000 § 620781 § 8,500.00
Congumers $ 2100000 § 125845 § 15,000.00
Water $ 400000 § 267200 § 4,000.00
Total Operating Expenses H 13492604 § 5341403 § 125,473.00
Miscellaneous Expenses
Advertsing $ 5000 § H -
Bark Charges $ 10000 § $ 50.00
Computer Expenses $ 100000 $ $ 1,500.00
Confiring Ed - Seminars & Cony $ 400000 § - 4 4,000.00
Confributions - Metropolic § 100000 § 100500 § 1,000.00
Contributions - Other $ 200000 § 37500 § 500,00
Ceet of Sakes: Food Sales non fish fry $ 500000 § 2639 § 5,000.00
Credit Card Processing Fees § 150000 § 119772 § 1,500.00
Honorariums $ 150000 § 113000 § 1,500.00
Flowers & Gifte $ 250000 § 3285 § 400000
Library, Books & Journals (includes Liturgical) $ 50000 § - 1§ 500.00
Licenses, Fees and Permits $ 50000 § 0 43000 § 500.00
Metropos Detroit Summer Camp § - § - § -
Mzcellaneous Expenses § 5000 § 477§ 500.00
Supples - Office $ 150000 § 124070 § 1,500.00
Supples - General $ 100000 $§ 55587 § 600.00
Supphes - Janitonal $ 50000 § 36432 § 500.00
Supphes - Kitchen $ 200000 § 186941 § 2,000.00
Total Miscellaneous Expense § 2560000 § 1197706 § 23,150.00
Capital Improvement Expense
Goyelte - New Fumace North Sancluary § 2400000 § 2400000 §
Signs by Crannie - New Sign
Tofal Expense § 424404 § 14439859 § 269,033.00
Net IncomefLoss $ 256596 § 10421439 ¢ 16,367.00
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STEWARDSHIP 2025

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025. Please join them
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000

Bistolarides, Rev. Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy
Allard, Clyde & Georgia
Altheide, Dena
Anagnostopoulos, Anna
Artemas, Rev. Fr. John

Asa, Darwin T & Barbara
Bakris, Dr. Nicholas

Batsios, Eftyhia 1 (Evangelos)
Birtsas, Sandra

Bistolaridis, Tony & Maria
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy
Bograkos, Vera

Carmean, Mike & Denise
Chinonis, Dennis & Debra
Chinonis, Elias

Chinonis, Katie

Chinonis, Linda

Chinonis, Nancy & Lauster, Jeff
Chinonis, Richard

Christakis, Chris & Elpida
Christopher, Jim & Liz
Chuleas, Bill

Clinton, Mike & Kathy

Costa, John & Laura

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia
Dalbo, Helen

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda
Davlantes, Alex

Delbridge, Ray & Carol
Drolet, Mark & Penelopi
Duffy, David & Joynt, Elaine
Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina
Fahoome, Calliope

YTD thru 10/31/2025 Stewardship Received: $138,477

Falaras, Mary

Ferich, Andrew & Voula
Foraker, Walt & Diane
Frantzis, Kanellos & Alexandra
Garceau, Greg & Sia

Hagler, Gary & Marian
Haralambous, Frank & Vania
Heos, James & Cassie

Heos, Pamela & Brancheau, Jeffrey
Holland, Nick & Jennifer
Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany
Hountalas, John & Tasia
lakovidis, Tony & Vicki
lordanou, Bill & Lisa

Joseph, Patricia

Joynt, Kenneth

Joynt, Sadie

Kalatzis, Athena

Kallis, Agape

Kallis, George & Shannon
Kallis, Nick

Kallis, Penelope 1

Kallis, Susan

Kaloydis, John & Karen
Kapellas, Katina

Kirkpatrick, Kelly

Kokkinokos, Peter & Panagiota
Komodromos, Tessie
Kondyles, Chryssoula
Kontorousis, Dimitri & Jacqueline
Kosman, Stefani

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce
Kottalis, Mary
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THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2025. Please join them
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2025 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $142,000

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina
Kus, Michael & Alexis
Levas, George & Margot
Lillar, Diana

Livaditis, Nick & Evie

Lowe, Ann

Mandelaris, John & Pauline
Manutes, Nick & Maria
Margaritis, John & Vicki
Margaritis, Sofia 1

Marks, Jean

Martorelli, Michael
Martorelli, Sophia
Massoud, Mary

Mavrikos, loannis & Aspasia
McLean, Mary Ellen
Melonakos, Anthony & Paula
Mersinas, George & Laura
Michaelou, Sevasti
Neofostistos, John & Julie
Nitsos, Emma

Nitsos, George & Candy
Nitsos, MaryAnn

Pagonis, Taso

Panos, Spiridoula

Papas, Rebecca
Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis
Pappadakis, Nikki
Paraschos, Sam & Sandra
Pavlis, John & Patricia
Peters, Jeff & Maria
Photiou, Carol

Photiou, Lucas & Lori

Y'TD thru 10/31/2025 Stewardship Received: $138,477

Politis, Eugenia & Malinowski, Peter
Politis, Rita

Poulos, Steve & Martha
Preketes, Frank

Richards, Kenneth & Kathy
Rivette, Matthew & Lori
Roufos, Vasilios & Mary
Salutes-Rogind, Sally
Schultze, JoAnne

Senter, Clark & Katherine
Sirakis, Kostas & Sofia
Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena
Steinhoff, Allen & Olga
Steinhoff, Amanda
Steinhoff-Chang, Stephanie
Stergiopoulos, Mary
Stergiopoulos, Zoi

Stone, Paula

Thornton, Jerry & Demi
Thurber, Chuck & Paula
Thurkill, Stella

Trifon, Nick

Vergos, Dr. Peter & Susie
Vitinaros, Effie & Nick
Walker, Bruce & Kathy
Welch, Joann

Wright, Jeff & Kay

Yeotis, Art & Susan

Yeotis, Catherine

Yeotis, Dean & Lynda
Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg
Yiannatji, Frank

Zaravelis, George & Genie
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2025 PHILOPTOCHOS TSOUR ECKI BAKING




NOVEMBER 23, 2025 VISIT FROM
METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS




Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor!

Dear Sisters:

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and was able to spend time with family or friends..

First of all I would like to thank everyone who showed up to help make tsoureki on November 19. Once
again, we had our faithful crew headed by Mary Stergiopoulos, who never disappoints us and enjoys them-
selves as usual. Without your help, it would not be possible to carry out our mission helping those who are
less fortunate and in need of assistance. The proceeds from this project goes to our National and Metropolis
obligations.

At this time of year we need to think of those who are less fortunate and give more of ourselves in time or tal-
ents helping them through our projects. We just completed our food and clothing drive for FISH of Grand
Blanc. I believe this year, we collected more items and donations than we have in the past. A big THANK
YOU to everyone who contributed either food, money or clothing donations. It will all be put to good use.
We are still collecting items for Durant-Turri Mott - Operation Classroom and will continue to do so well into
next year.

Our Holiday Luncheon will be Tuesday, January 13, at Blondie’s Restaurant at the corner of Hill and Torrey
Road at 1:00 P.M. Please let us know if you plan on attending. We decided to try a new place this year. Up-
coming will be our Valentine Luncheon at church on Sunday, Feb 15. More to follow on that later

I also like to thank Ann Lowe for all her years of taking care of the planters flanking the entrance to the church
and the hall. Due to her health she is unable to continue doing that and one of our new parishioners, Katherine
Senter, has stepped up and is doing a wonderful job. You might of seen Katherine out trimming the hydrangea
bushes during the summer months. Thank you Katherine for all your donations and hardwork..

And finally let us not forget we have now entered the lenten period for the Christmas Holidays. It is the time
of year that we need to be thankful for what we have and to share with others who are less fortunate. There are
many ways to contribute to organizations who supply assistance to them and it is truly a rewarding feeling
when we can help others.

On behalf of your Philoptochos chapter have a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy

New Year.

Olga Steinhoff, Philoptochos President
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AHEPA-DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

Saturday, December 13, 2025 at 5:00 PM

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church

Lenten dishes are encouraged due to the Nativity Fast

Assumption Family and guests are welcome!

The Daughters of Penelope will be meeting at
3:00rm to make fleece blankets for Catholic

@ We will also be collecting new and used books
for children of all ages for Catholic Charities
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¢,* 'Philoptochos Society’s Annual *,4:
R Pre-Order 7

2025 Holiday Pastry Sale
Thursday, December 11th

11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
2245 E. Baldwin Road
Grand Blanc, M1 48439
Tel: 810-771-4611 (Between Holly & Fenton Roads)

ALL ORDERS SHOULD BE PRE-PAID
Deadline for pre-orders November 30, 2025
Credit Card Payments can be made the day of Pickup

2 i
1 Name 1
! Address !
'+ City Zip Phone !
! Alternate Phone Email !
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 |ITEM PRICE QTY CORST I
1 1
: Baklava $2.50 :
: Sweet Bread (Tsoureki) $10.00 :
1 1
: Spinach Pita (Frozen 15 pieces) $30.00 :
: Cheese Triangles (Frozen) 6 for $10.00 :
1 1
: Baklava (30 pieces) $50.00 :
: Melomacarona (Honey-Spiced Cookie) 3 for $5.00 :
1 1
I |Kourambiethes (with almonds) 3 for $5.00 1
1 1
: Koulouraki (Butter Twist) 6 for $5.00 :
1 1
1 |Varety Gift Box $18.00 1
1 1
: TOTAL :
: Please make checks payable to Philoptochos Society and mail to the church :
1 Philoptochos Society, Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, 2245 E. Baldwin Rd, Grand Blanc, MI 48439 1
: For more information, please contact the church at 810-771-4611 :
e oe o oo oo e e mw e mm o Em Em Em EE M N W M W M M W M M N M M M M N M M M M M M M N M N M M M W EE M M Em Em Em ol



¥ Philoptochos Society %
o Annual Christmas Card g

($20.00 Minimum)

For the small donation of $20.00 per family listing, your name will appear on
our beautiful Community Christmas Card.

Deadline for Registration:
Sunday, November 30, 2025

May you all have a most blessed Christmas!

Please fill out the form below, cut and mail or bring it personally with your check to
the Church Office. Make checks payable to Philoptochos.

Assumption GOC 2245 E. Baldwin Rd, Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Please print or type your name and family members EXACTLY

as you wish it to be printed on the card.

Name(s)

Address
City & Zip Code
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S A |
NICHOLAS'

OPEN HOUSE AND
FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025
1:00PM - 4:00PM

The Metropolis of /..

Detroit Council and /, g
Metropolis % |

Philoptochos invite

:

allto attend an (55
open house and _§
reception to seses
celebrate the Feast
of Saint Nicholas
and the nameday
of His Eminence
Metropolitan
NICHOLAS of Detroit

G s B |

Metropolis Offices
2560 Crooks Road
Troy, Ml 48084
248-823-2400




SAINTSPYRIDON

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

His Eminence Metropolitan
NICHOLAS, along with the
Metropolis Council
and Metropolis Philoptochos,
G ~ invite you to join us for the
0”””63’6 /~.. Feast of Saint Spyridon -
| patron saint of the chapel at
the Metropolis Offices.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
6:30PM

Hierarchical Great Vespers
and Reception to Follow

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025
10:00AM

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
and Reception to Follow

METROPOLIS
oF DerRoT

METROPOLIS OFFICES
2660 CROOKS ROAD - TROY, MI 48084 | 248.823.2400
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e R e

OF THE METROPOLIS  pray give grow

METROPOLIS
OF DETROIT

2025 ANNUAL REVIEW AND APPEAL

When you support the Friends of the
Metropolis campaign, you are part of a
greater outreach that proclaims with one
universal voice that God is truly our hope
and our rock of salvation.

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

The Friends of the Metropolis are crucial to
the continued support of our Outreach and
Evangelism Committee, whose goal is to
help others "Discover Orthodoxy" through
Because of your devotion to the Friends outreach, education, community, and love.
program, ministries and programs are
implemented on a Metropolis-wide basis
which strengthen and enhance our faith and
our joint ministry of service. | would like to
invite you to join forces with the faithful
throughout the Metropolis of Detroit in
support of the ministries which are part of

the Office of the Metropolitan.

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

The Friends of the Metropolis generously
support all of the Metropolis Youth and Young
Adult Ministry efforts, including regional retreats,
parish ministry and youth worker support, the
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, and
three Metropolis summer camps.

Thanking you for your kind and generous
response, | remain, with paternal blessings
and prayers,

HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS

Thanks to the Friends of the Metropolis, the
Metropolis provides annual support to its

+NICHOLAS

Metropolitan of Detroit students at Hellenic College Holy Cross. Their

generosity also helps the Metropolis maintain
its long-standing commitment to supporting
this vital institution of our Orthodox Church.

MORE INFO AT:
WWW .DETROIT.GOARCH.ORG/FRIENDS

DCREDIT CARD DCHECK DMONEY ORDER

NAME

ADDRESS CREDIT CARD NO.

CITY STATE ZIP EXP. DATE CVC NO.
EMAIL MOBILE NO. TOTAL DONATION IN $

PARISH NAME CITY/STATE SIGNATURE

Make checks payable to Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit. Fill out this card and send it with payment to the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit - 2560 Crooks Road - Troy, Ml 48084

24



2025 List of Donors
FRIENDS

OF THE METROPOLIS

OIT

je L %

pray give grow

FRIENDS OF THE
METROPOLIS
2025

CONTRIBUTIONS
(JANUARY 1 - NOVEMBER 15)

Assumption Parish

Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & Presbytera
Peggy

Chinonis, Dennis and Debra
Chinonis, Nancy and Jeff Lauster
Dalbo, Helen

Heos, Pamela & Jeffrey Brancheau
Kallis, Agape

Kalatzis, Athena

Kaloydis, John & Karen
Melonakos, Anthony & Paula
Yeotis, Catherine

Thank you!

Parish
}Jrzcil
PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS

Due to the rising cost of mailing receipts for
every donation received by the church, the
Parish Council has established the following
procedure for receipts:

When you mail in a donation to the church,
or drop it off in the office, a receipt will not
be mailed or given to parishioners of As-
sumption Greek Orthodox Church. Your
cancelled check can be used as proof of your
payment, as well as the contribution state-
ment you receive from the church at the end
of the year. This includes donations for
stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf
For

credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to

outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc.
process your payment.

If you require a receipt, please contact the
church office or see a Parish Council member

on Sunday’s. Receipts will continue to be
mailed to non-parishioners.
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS

(€14 . . .
Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in

memory of the departed are typically collected by the
church, which then presents the names and final dona-
tion amount to the designated surviving family member.
Any memorial donation checks not marked “Assumption
Church” will be distributed for the purpose indicated on
the check.

MEMORIAL DONATION

ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
2245 E. Baldwin Road Grand Blanc, Ml 48439

In Memory of

Donor

Address

City/St./ Zip

Cash or Check # Amount $
Payable to Assumption Greek Orthodox Church

Please apply my donation to (check one):
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church (General Fund)

Assumption Church Invesment Savings Fund

lconpgraphy

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Scheduling of Memorial Services

All Memorial Services must be
scheduled through the church
office so that they may be placed on
the church calendar.

Koliva

If anyone is in need of Koliva, please
contact the church office (810-771-
4611) for the names of those available
to make it. The standard rate is $150.
It is the responsibility of the family
to arrange for Koliva.
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ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY

The current approved policy for Parishioner
Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is
as follows:

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-
ed according the rites of the Orthodox Church
and attending the AGOC.

Parishioner - Member in Good Standing:

o Person in compliance with Section 1
and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform
Parish  Regulations of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese.

o Person with an AGOC pledge card on
file with a minimum pledge of $600 per
family or $350 per single and current in
pledges for active and preceding year.

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-
pliance with requirements for Parishioner or
Member in Good Standing as defined above.

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can
receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-
quired to pay church usage fee.

Any deviations from this policy must be
approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to
them at least one month prior to the proposed
sacrament date.

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or
credit card can be accepted as payment of
stewardship. Donations of items or services
cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of
monetary payment.



CHURCH USAGE/HALL RENTAL FEES

(Approved by Parish Council Effective December 4, 2022)
For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism

There is no charge for Funeral or Memorial Services.

CHURCH USAGE FEE

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand
Blanc:

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file with
a minimum pledge of $600 per family or $350
per single and current in pledges for active and

Inactive Parishioner/Non-Member at AGOC-
Grand Blanc:

See ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY on
previous page.

No fee for use of the church for sacraments.

$750 fee for use of the church for

Sacraments

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Council Presi-
dent and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the proposed sacrament date.

HALL RENTAL FEES

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand
Blanc:

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file
with a minimum pledge of $600 per family or
$350 per single and current in pledges for ac-
tive and preceding year

Inactive Parishioner /Non-Member at AGOC-
Grand Blanc:

Friday-Saturday Hall Rental:
Flat fee of $600 for Hall Rental

(includes clean-up)
If church dishes are used, dishwasher

will be supplied at a cost of $50

(cannot bring own dishwasher)

Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental:

$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each additional hour
up to a maximum of $600. Renter is responsible for

hall clean-up. No kitchen usage.

Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental

(includes clean-up)

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will be sup-
plied at a cost of $50.

(cannot bring own dishwasher)
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PARKING LOT PLEDGE

For the last few years, a volunteer group has been sealing the parking lot during the
summer months to help extend the life of our parking lot. In the next few years we will
need to completely replace our parking lot. We are looking to start the fundraising for
this very large project now in order to have the funds collected and ready when it
comes times to pay for it. The anticipated cost for this project is upwards of $300,000.
Please faithfully pledge to assist our church in maintaining our beautiful property.

PLEASE NOTE: This gift/pledge is above and beyond your
regular offering.
Gifts of any size are appreciated!

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email:

PLEDGE INFORMATION

i/We pledge a total of $ to be paid:

Now Monthly Quarterly Annually

Total Legnth of pledge: one time 1vyr 2 yrs 3yrs other
I/We plan to make this contribution in the form of:

Cash Check Credit Catd Other

Credit Card Type: Exp. Date:

Credit Card Number:

Print Name As Shown On Card:

Authorized Signature:

Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements:

I/We wish to have our gift remain anonymous.

Make all checks payable to “Assumption GOC” with a memo of “Parking Lot”

TIRED OF THE LONG BOTTLE RETURN LINES?

BRING YOUR EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS
TO ASSUMPTION CHURCH

DROP-OFF IN BACK BY KITCHEN DOOR
AND LET US TAKE THEM BACK.
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FOOD SALES

Pastitsio Half Pan - Setrves 9-12 - $35.00
Rice Pilaf 3.5 1bs - $10.00

Greek Peas 4 1bs - $13.00

Spinach Cheese Pie Tray - 15 Pieces - $30.00

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle) 15 Pieces - $25.00
Dolmathes Approx. 25 for §25.00
Greek Feta 21/2 pounds - $10.00
Phyllo Dough (Effective 1/1/24) 1 1b package - $4.00

Olives Approx. 1 1/2 1bs - $12.00

To order call JoAnne Schultze
810-241-6725
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Yanni’s OPA Bar and Karaoke
3301 Davison Rd, Flint

Your place for Lunch or Dinner and Drinks!

e

BAK & GRilL,

Somm, 1Y
o L/ “\\\ \\\
i i %
‘J:'-'P-a—-v

3473 Fenton Rd
Burton, Ml 48529
(810) 232-8811
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CLINE, CLINE
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

General Litigation « Insurance Defense « Business & Corporate Law & Litigation
Wills, Trusts, Probate, Estates & Litigation « Elder Law « Wealth Transfer « Real Estate
Employment Law & Litigation « Licensing & Regulatory Defense
Municipal Law » Medical Malpractice

Walter P. Griffin « Timothy H. Knecht « jJose” T. Brown « ). Brian MacDonald
R. Paul Vance = Megan R. Mulder » Nancy K. Chinonis « Eric M. Froats « John T. Brown

TRUST EXPERIENCE. COUNT ON COMMITMENT.

Attorneys at Law | Since 1928 | www.ccglawyers.com | 810.232.314]




Swartz

FUNERAL HOME

1| ll

\\\\\)

Our Family Caring For Yours

Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family

o Personal Family Service o Cremation Services
« Affordable Cost Options o Aftercare Services Provided

o Advance Funeral Planning « Monuments

1255 W. Hill Road
Between I-475 and US-23
810-235-2345

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
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We don’t just say

we’re family owned and
operated. . .we are.

When you call Sharp
Funeral Home, you might
think it would be hard

to get a family member

on the phone. The truth

1s, we've been serving
families for over 40 years,
from four locations, and
we pride ourselves on our
availability to you. We
have five immediate family
members active at our firm

Michad T.Scud, Jennifer Shasp Sodky, Roger L. Sharp, ~ in addition to our extended
EAE TR S L Sun family of dedicated staff
members. At Sharp, when
we say we're family owned
and operated, we really

& mean it.
FUNERAL HOMES|:=
Toll-free 1-877-53-SHARP
sharpfuneralhomes.com
Miller Road Chapel Linden Chapel Fenton Chapel ~ Funemal Home & Cremation Center

Roger L. Sharp, Manager Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager  Michael T. Scully, Manager  Jenmifer Sharp Scully, Manager
8138 Miller Road * SwartzCreek 209 E. Broad St. » Linden 1000 Silver Lake Rd » Fenton 6063 Fenton Road * Flint

(810) 635-4411 (810) 735-7833 (810) 629-9321 (810) 694-4900

© aprey




Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with

their advertising. Won’t you please patronize their businesses — and men-

tion that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

This is an insurance solicitation. A licensed insurance agent/
producer may contact you.

Let me help you with your insurance needs.

Show you care for
what matters most by

planning for your future.

[ can help you prepare with
life insurance, long-term care
insurance, and supplemental

Rebecca Papas
Financial Professional

Field Manager - Insurance Sales Represen AR

direct T.655.7083 health insurance.
cell: 313-608-2999

rebecca papas@bankersife. com Call today!

Medicare Supplement insurance plans are underwritten by Washington National Insurance
Company (except in New York). All other insurance policies outside of New York are
underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company, WASHINGTON NATIONAL, BANKERS
LIFE AND THEIR LICENSED AGENTS ARE NOT CONNECTEDWITH OR ENDORSED BY THE
(15, GOVERNMENT OR THE FEDERAL MEDICARE PROGRAM,

Bankers Life is the marketing brand of Bankers Life and Casualty Company, Medicare
Supplement insurance polices sold by Washington National Insurance Company, and
select policies sold in New York are underwritten by Bankers Conseco Life Insurance
Company (BCLIC). BCLIC is authorized to sellinsurance in New York.

Underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company
Administrative Office: Chicago, IL

BankersLife.com

2002 Bankes i %

VIGaT) 19285 P

Joeses BANKERSLIFE
Js
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Jeff Lauster

Q Fenton, MI

= jefflauster.realtor@gmail.com
https://www.jefflausterrealestate.com/

! License #6501439321

810.429.2923

EPIQUE

E-GOYETTE
BlMECHANICAL

PLUMBING = HEATING « COOLING = ELECTRICAL

Peonimy C¥ffeces: P00 Box 33
I hirn, BAL A3 ]

10, A4 368

Wit haaandhyes i Poribissc, CSoodka o A Sl

Full Service Jewelers

Certified Diamonds ¢ Designer Jewelry ¢ Custom Creations
Restyling * 1 Hour Jewelry Repair  Special Orders
www.paristhejewelermi.com

12890 S. Saginaw St.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Phone: (810) 953-3760

info@diamondintheroughjewelers.com

Paris Sirakis
Owner
Cell: (810) 449-5573

OHN K. COSTA, AIA g
]ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN tm{j\

& CONSULTATION, PLLC

417 OQLDMILL DRIYE
FLUSHING, MICHIGAN 48433

810-659-5275 Fax 810-659-5399




Orthros:
Divine Liturgy:

8:50 am
10:00 am

Weekdays and Feast Days:
See Calendar

Priest: Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Bistolarides

Telephone:  810-771-4611

E-Mail
Priest:
FrPeterAGOCGrandBlanc@gmail.com

Parish Administrator: Lori Photiou

agocsec(@gmail.com

Website www.assumptiongrandblanc.org

Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

2025 Parish Council

Nancy Chinonis - President
Susan Kallis - Vice President
Joyce Kossaras - Secretary
JoAnne Schultze - Treasurer

Dena Altheide
Debra Chinonis
David Dufty
Diane Foraker
Elaine Joynt-Duffy
George Nitsos
Olga Steinhoff - Ex-Officio
Nick Trifon

ORGANIZATIONS

AcoOLYTES: JOHN KALOYDIS & NICK KALLIS
CHOIR: NANCY CHINONIS

CHANTERS: ATHENA KALATZIS
PHILOPTOCHOS: OLGA STEINHOFF
AHEPA: JoHN COSTA

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE: MARIAN HAGLER

ADVERTISING OPTIONS

NL Full Page..........oooiiiiiiit, $250/yr
NL Half Page.........cooooiviiiiiin. $150/yr
Business Card Ad.....vvvveeeeeeeiiiinennnn. $75/yr

NOTES

Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as the July/Aug is a
combined newsletter.

For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg files or
similar.

Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater.

Please include or email artwork.

Please send artwork by email to: agocsec@gmail.com
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church NON-PROFIT ORG.
2245 E Baldwin Road U.S. Postage Paid

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 Grand Blanc, Michigan

Permit #42
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