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Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

MAR 2026 
1:  Chiavaras/Heos Family Memorials                   11:30 AM 

 Lucille Chiavaras 1 Year 

  Chrysoulla Heos 10 Year 

     Tom Heos 32 Year 

 Thomas Chiavaras48 Year 

10: Philoptochos Meeting                                       1:00 PM 

11: PC Meeting                                                       6:00 PM 

20-21: Pan-Orthodox Lenten Retreat at Assumption 

20: 4th Salutations to the Theotokos                      6:00 PM 

22: DOP Meeting                                                 12:00 PM 

25: Annunciation to the Theotokos                      10:00 AM 

27: Akathist Hymn                                                 6:00 PM 

29:  Super Draw                                                    11:30 AM 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

APR 2026 
5: Palm Sunday 

6-11: Holy Week (See Schedule) 

12: Pascha 

15: PC Meeting         6:15 PM 

26: DOP Meeting                                                  12:00 PM 
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If you would like to add your name or the name of a family mem-
ber to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 810-771-
4611. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.  - James 5:16 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Fr. Joseph Abud; Sandi Chinonis; Maria Chuleas;  

Kyriacos & Vasilia Costa; Stephanos Hatzigeorgiou & Family;  

Anita Jimos; Athena Kalatzis; Tessie Komodromos; Soula Kondyles;  

Mary Kottalis; Ann Lowe; George Levas; Diana Lillar; Afroditi Marks;  

Sam Paraschos; JoAnne Schultze; Demi Thornton; Joann Welch 

If  you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 

SUNDAY READERS SCHEDULE 

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE 

1 Dena Altheide 5 John Kaloydis 3 Debra Chinonis 7 Stella Thurkill 

8 Debra Chinonis 12 Stella Thurkill 10 John Costa 14 Cathy Yeotis 

15 John Costa 19 Cathy Yeotis 17 Aleko Douros 21 Dena Altheide 

22 Aleko Douros 26 Dena Altheide 24 Nick Kallis 28 Debra Chinonis 

29 Nick Kallis  31 John Kaloydis  
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from father peter 

MARCH 2026 

THE CHALLENGE OF LENT 

Every year, with the coming of Great Lent, many people shift their focus on to 
the Great Fast of Lent.  For most of us, the Lenten Fast is the dietary re-
strictions – avoidance of meat, fish, dairy and eggs during the 40-day period 
leading up to Holy Week, and through Holy Week itself.  Great effort is made 
to comply with these rules throughout the Lenten period and then indulge in 
a glorious “fast-free” spree with the arrival of Pascha.   
 
Truly, the Lenten fast is daunting.  I hear this especially from new Orthodox 
or catechumens, who jump right into fasting during Great Lent – and to their 
great distress, find it difficult and even discouraging. Some fall into despair 
that this means they are not “good” Orthodox Christians. 
 
Some of this is due to a lack of any type of fasting rule prior to the Lenten 
fast (and this holds true for most of our Orthodox faithful). Did you know that 
the Church prescribes (not “commands”, not “orders”) that we fast on 
Wednesdays and Fridays throughout most of the year (in addition to the 
Apostles’ Fast, the Dormition Fast, and the Nativity Fast)? 
 
As in athletics, fasting requires discipline, training, and dealing with struggle.  
None of us would expect to immediately run a marathon race, if all we are ac-
customed to is life in an easy chair.  This principle applies also to other as-
pects of the fast.  As St. John Chrysostom reminds us, “If you cannot fast 
from food, then at least fast from evil words, evil thoughts and evil deeds”.   
 
As in dietary fasting, difficulties can arise when we try to suddenly change 
our behavior, change who we are, during Lent.  While we may strive to correct 
ourselves and our behavior, we may try to do this in one sweep.  And as in 
the dietary fats, we may fail.   
 
Just as in dietary fasting, if we do not address our behavior the rest of the li-
turgical year, it is unreasonable to think we can do this suddenly and com-
pletely at Lent.   If we do not constantly strive to avoid judging others, loving 
others, avoiding thoughts and words and deeds that do not elevate, but de-
stroy, do we really expect this to occur during Lent? Moreover, once Pascha 
arrives, do we find the excuse to go right back to our old ways? 
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from father peter 

 
We are often unaware how far we off we are spiritually, and we do not know 
where to begin.  By starting gradually, we acquire patience and let ourselves 
get used to removing the behaviors that separate us from God one by one.    
Is anger a problem? Maybe that’s where your concentration should be.  Are 
you bothered by intrusive or evil thoughts? Work on that.  You can’t change 
every aspect of yourselves right away, but by focusing on one piece of your-
selves for the duration of Lent, you bring about these changes.  
 

In this way, we are strengthened in body and soul in our preparation to en-

counter the risen Christ and to restore His image in us and the world.   

"True fasting lies in rejecting evil, holding one's tongue, suppressing one's ha-

tred, and banishing one's lust, evil words, lying, and betrayal of vows." 

-St. Basil the Great 

 
 

 Blessed Lent, 

+Fr. Peter 
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From your parish council 

A Message from the Parish Council President – March 2026 

Greetings Assumption Family!  

As we continue with this Lenten season, I wish you good strength!  

With Lent comes the opportunity for us to cast aside those things which have 

distanced us from God and the Church. If it has been a while since you have 

attended a church service, this is an excellent time of year to rekindle your 

relationship with God, the Church, and your Assumption GB Family.  

As we are reminded in the Gospel according to St. Luke, Christ’s saving 

grace is available to us all until our last moment of life.  While hanging in ag-

ony, Jesus promised the thief paradise, showcasing his dying mercy to those 

who acknowledge him and repent. It is time to prepare for receiving the joy of 

Pascha and Christ’s Holy Resurrection!  

On March 1st we will celebrate Sunday of Orthodoxy. Please remember to 

bring your icons to church on Sunday for the procession.   

On March 29th we will be holding the Super Draw Raffle. If you are able to 

sell raffle tickets, please be sure to return the tickets and money on or before 

March 22nd, if possible.  

The joy and radiant light of Pascha will quickly be here, and it is imperative 

that we make use of the time available for us during Great Lent to work on 

our spiritual health. What a joy it will be if each of us begins taking those 

first steps in love on the narrow path leading back to God. Our collective 

journey through Great Lent will bring us closer together as a community and 

as a parish family. 

I wish you all a joyful Lent! If I have failed or wronged you, I humbly ask your 

forgiveness. May the Lord forgive us all! 

I look forward to seeing you for our Vigil and Holy Resurrection Service at 

11:00 PM on Saturday April 11th, where we will joyously declare and sing, 

“Christ is Risen!” “Χριστὸς ἀνέστη” and our Agape Service on Easter Sunday, 

April 12th.  

Yours in Christ, 

Nancy K. Chinonis 
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THANK YOU GEORGE NITSOS  

FOR YOUR YEARS OF SERVICE ON PARISH COUNCIL 
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From your parish council 
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From your parish council 
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From your parish council 
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HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR  

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S 

Andrew Ferich Mar 1 Zoe O’Bee Mar 17 

Alexis Kus Mar 3 Catherine Yeotis Mar 21 

Linda Chinonis Mar 4 Kenneth Joynt Mar 26 

Zoe Zaravelis Mar 7 Charlie Paraschos Mar 26 

Emanuel Falaras Mar 8 Nick Nitsos Mar 27 

Christina Lennox Mar 9 Luke Yiannatji Mar 27 

Nick Trifon Mar 10 Andrew Chiatalas Mar 28 

Sandi Chinonis Mar 13 Leah Kolanowski Mar 28 

Tasia Hountalas Mar 13 Angela Karakitsos Mar 29 

Diane Foraker Mar 16 Sean Lennox Mar 31 

If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please 

let us know so we can update our records. 
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Bistolarrides, Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy 

Allard, Clyde & Georgie 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Anna 

Asa, Barbara 

Bakris, Nicholas 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Tony & Mary 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

Chinonis, Elias 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Nancy & Jeff Lauster 

Chinonis, Richard 

Clinton, Michael & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda 

Duffy, David & Elaine Joynt 

Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Haralambous, Michael & Liliana 

Heos, Pamela & Jeffery Brancheau 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Joseph, Patricia 

Joynt, Kenneth 

Joynt, Sadie 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Kirkpatrick, Kelly 

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Lennox, Sean & Christina 

Levas, George & Margot 

Lillar, Diana 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nicholas & Maria 

Martorelli, Michael 

Massoud, Mary 

Melonakos, Anthony & Paula 

Neofotistos, John & Julie 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, Mary Ann 

Obmascik, Tom & Katherine 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000              YTD thru 2/15/2026 Stewardship Received: $43,903 

STEWARDSHIP 2026 
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Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Pavlis, John & Patricia 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Senter, Clark & Katherine 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Thurber, Chuck & Paula 

Vergos, Nitsa 

Vergos, Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

Yeotis, Catherine 

Yeotis, Hon. Thomas & Meg 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000              YTD thru 2/15/2026  Stewardship Received: $43,903 

STEWARDSHIP 2026 
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Service/Flower Item 
2026 Suggested 

Donation Donor 

1st Salutation - Theotokos Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

3rd Sunday of Lent-Veneration of the Cross Daffodils  $     175.00    

Annunciation Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

4th Salutation- Theotokos Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Akathish Hymn - Theotokos Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Palms for Palm Sunday  $     115.00    

Nymphios Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Nymphios Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Oil for Holy Unction Service  $        20.00    

Cotton Swabs for Holy Unction Service  $        10.00    

Pascha Red Eggs (25+1 dozen)  $     100.00    

Rose Petals - Holy Friday   $        60.00    

Rose Water - Holy Friday  $        20.00    

Resurrection Icon Flowers 1st  $        70.00    

Resurrection Icon Flowers 2nd  $        70.00    

Resurrection Banner  $     130.00    

Large Resurrection Candle for Father  $        75.00    

Oil for Altar Candles  $        55.00    

Cross Wreath for Holy Thursday  $     105.00    

Vase set for Palm Sunday  $        70.00    

Vase set for Easter Sunday  $        70.00    

Palm Sunday Icon  $        70.00    

Large Icon screen Left  $     375.00    

Large Icon screen Right  $     375.00    

Bay Leaves  $     260.00    

Lillies (6 total) $35 each  $     315.00    

Gardenias (12 total)  $     345.00    

Life Giving Font Icon Flower  $        70.00    

2026 PASCHA ITEMS NEEDED 
Please note some prices have increased from previous years due to tariffs. 
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 Dear Sisters 

 

The sun is shining and the snow is melting - it's a great day.    I hope we can count on more days like this.  

First and foremost I would like to thank the following people for the outstanding luncheon prepared for our 

Valentine’s fundraiser:  Andy Brown, John Hountalas, Sammy McLean, Christian McLean, & JoAnne 

Schultze.  Also to Dena Altheide & Katherine Senter for the Valentine cookies and cakes and Cathy Yeotis for 

the punch.  And last, to our handsome waiters - Walt Foraker, Nick Kallis, Adonis Massoud, Lou Photiou and 

Nick Trifon.  You did a great job. Finally a big THANK YOU to the anonymous donor covering the luncheon 

expenses. 

 

At our February Philoptochos meeting, it was discussed about the upcoming Pan Orthodox Lenten retreat be-

ing held at our church on Friday, March 20 and Saturday, March 21.  We will be hosting the Friday night  pot-

luck,  so we are asking all of our parishioners if they would kindly prepare a lenten dish for the meal prior to 

the Salutations to the Theotokos.  We will be joined by the other Orthodox churches in our area.  So many of 

you have contributed in the past and we are truly grateful.  There will be sign up sheets of what you are willing 

to provide to avoid multiple items of the same thing.   

 

Another item that was discussed was our membership. Philoptochos is a wonderful organization to belong to.  

Its main purpose is to help those in need.   There are National Obligations and Metropolis obligations that we 

are committed to in addition to donating to various charities in Genesee County primarily.   For our current 

members what can we do to make our meetings more appealing to attend.   Different meeting date or time.   

More activities.  Give us your opinion.  

 

We will start collecting for Operation Classroom.  Look for the bins in the hall and the items needed  will be 

posted shortly.   The children were ecstatic with their new backpacks. 

 

Pre-orders for Easter tsoureki are being requested.  Please fill out and return the form that is included in the 

monthly newsletter by  March 29.     

 

Donations for flowers for the Kovouklion will begin on Sunday, March 1.  We have been advised that the cost 

of flowers has increased by 15% due to the tariffs.   

 

Olga Steinhoff, Philoptochos President 

Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor! 
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On Sunday, February 8, 2026  

Our ladies of  Philoptochos participated in the  

National Wear Red for Heart Disease  
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Parish 

PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS 
 

Due to the rising cost of  mailing receipts for 

every donation received by the church, the 

Parish Council has established the following 

procedure for receipts: 

 

When you mail in a donation to the church, 

or drop it off  in the office, a receipt will not 

be mailed or given to parishioners of  As-

sumption Greek Orthodox Church.  Your 

cancelled check can be used as proof  of  your 

payment, as well as the contribution state-

ment you receive from the church at the end 

of  the year.  This includes donations for 

stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf  

outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc.  For 

credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to 

process your payment. 

 

If  you require a receipt, please contact the 

church office or see a Parish Council member 

on Sunday’s. Receipts will continue to be 

mailed to non-parishioners.   
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is 

as follows: 
 

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-

ed according the rites of the Orthodox Church 

and attending the AGOC. 
 

Parishioner  - Member in Good Standing: 

• Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

• Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file with a minimum pledge of $600 per 

family or $350 per single and current in 

pledges for active and preceding year. 

 

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-

pliance with requirements for Parishioner or 

Member in Good Standing as  defined above. 

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can 

receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-

quired to pay church usage fee. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the Parish Priest and Parish 

Council President and must be presented to 

them at least one month prior to the proposed 

sacrament date. 

 

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or 

credit card can be accepted as payment of 

stewardship.  Donations of items or services 

cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of 

monetary payment. 

 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY 

  
“Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in 

memory of the departed are typically collected by the 

church, which then presents the names and final dona-

tion amount to the designated surviving family member. 

Any memorial donation checks not marked “Assumption 

Church” will be distributed for the purpose indicated on 

the check. 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

   

Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through the church     

office so that they  may be placed on 

the church calendar.  
  

Koliva 

 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact the church office (810-771-

4611) for the names of  those available 

to make it. The standard rate is $150.  

It is the responsibility of  the family 

to arrange for Koliva. 
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CHURCH USAGE/HALL RENTAL FEES 

(Approved by Parish Council Effective December 4, 2022) 

For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism 

There is no charge for Funeral or Memorial Services. 

CHURCH USAGE FEE 

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand 

Blanc:  

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file with 

a minimum pledge of $600 per family or $350 

per single and current in pledges for active and 

preceding year 

 Inactive Parishioner/Non-Member at AGOC-

Grand Blanc: 

 

See ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY on 

previous page. 

No fee for use of the church for sacraments. 

 

$750 fee for use of the church for  

Sacraments 

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Council Presi-

dent and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the proposed sacrament date. 

HALL RENTAL FEES 

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand 

Blanc:  

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file 

with a minimum pledge of $600 per family or 

$350 per single and current in pledges for ac-

tive and preceding year 

 Inactive Parishioner /Non-Member at AGOC-

Grand Blanc: 

Friday-Saturday Hall Rental: 

Flat fee of $600 for Hall Rental  

(includes clean-up) 

If church dishes are used,  dishwasher  

will be supplied at a cost of $50  

(cannot bring own dishwasher) 

 
Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental  

(includes clean-up) 

 

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will be sup-

plied at a cost of $50. 

(cannot bring own dishwasher) 

Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental: 

$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each additional hour 

up to a maximum of $600.  Renter is responsible for 

hall clean-up.  No kitchen usage. 
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Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?   

 

Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS  

to Assumption Church  

 

drop-off in back by kitchen door 

and let us take them back. 
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FOOD SALES 

 

Pastitsio       Half  Pan - Serves 9-12 - $35.00 

 

Rice Pilaf     3.5 lbs - $10.00 

 

Greek Peas     4 lbs - $13.00 

 

Spinach Cheese Pie   Tray - 15 Pieces - $30.00 

 

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle)  15 Pieces - $25.00     

 

Dolmathes      Approx. 25 for $25.00 

 

Greek Feta      2 1/2 pounds - $10.00 

 

Phyllo Dough (Effective 1/1/24) 1 lb package - $4.00 

 

Olives      Approx. 1 1/2 lbs - $12.00 

 

To order call JoAnne Schultze 

810-241-6725 
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Swartz 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our Family Caring For Yours 
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family 

 • Personal Family Service 

• Affordable Cost Options 

• Advance Funeral Planning 

• Cremation Services 

• Aftercare Services Provided 

• Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 



34 

 

Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with 

their advertising.  Won’t you please patronize their businesses — and men-

tion that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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2026 Parish Council 

 

Nancy Chinonis - President 

Dena Altheide- Vice President 

 Joyce Kossaras - Secretary 

David Duffy - Treasurer 

 

Debra Chinonis 

Diane Foraker 

Elaine Joynt-Duffy 

Susan Kallis 

Kandis Pappadakis 

Lucas Photiou 

Olga Steinhoff - Ex-Officio 

Nick Trifon 

 

 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Acolytes:  John Kaloydis & Nick Kallis 

Choir:  Nancy Chinonis 

Chanters:  Athena Kalatzis 

Philoptochos:  Olga Steinhoff 

AHEPA:  John Costa 

Daughters of Penelope: Marian Hagler 

 

 

 

Priest:  Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Bistolarides 

Telephone:      810-771-4611 

 

E-Mail 

Priest:   

FrPeterAGOCGrandBlanc@gmail.com 

 

Parish Administrator:  Lori Photiou 

agocsec@gmail.com 

 

Website  www.assumptiongrandblanc.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

Orthros:                 8:50 am 

Divine Liturgy:         10:00 am 
 

Weekdays and Feast Days:   

See Calendar 

Please send artwork by email to:  agocsec@gmail.com 

ADVERTISING OPTIONS  

NL Full Page……………………………       $250/yr 

NL Half Page……………………………      $150/yr 

Business Card Ad…………………….….      $75/yr 

  

  

NOTES 

Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as the July/Aug is a 

combined newsletter. 

For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg files or 

similar. 

Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater. 

Please include or email artwork. 
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