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Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

MAY 2026 

5: Palm Sunday 

6-11: Holy Week (See Schedule) 

12: Pascha 

15: PC Meeting         6:15 PM 

17: Life-Giving Font Divine Liturgy                     10:00 AM 

17: Philoptochos Meeting-TENTATIVELY           1:00 PM 

26: DOP Meeting                                                  12:00 PM 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

APR 2026 

3: Spring General Assembly Meeting                     11:30 AM 

3: Detroit Greek Independence Day Parade            3:00 PM 

10: DOP Host Mother’s Day Coffee Hour 

12: Philoptochos Meeting                                      1:00 PM 

13: PC Meeting         6:15 PM 

14: DOP Spring Salad Luncheon         11:30 AM—1:30 PM 

31: Pentecost 
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If you would like to add your name or the name of a family mem-
ber to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 810-771-
4611. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.  - James 5:16 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Fr. Joseph Abud; Sandi Chinonis; Maria Chuleas;  

Kyriacos & Vasilia Costa; Stephanos Hatzigeorgiou & Family;  

Anita Jimos; Athena Kalatzis; Tessie Komodromos; Soula Kondyles;  

Mary Kottalis; Ann Lowe; George Levas; Diana Lillar; Afroditi Marks;  

Aspasia Mavrikos; Sam Paraschos; JoAnne Schultze;  

Demi Thornton; Henry Wartella; Yianna Welch 

If  you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church       

office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 

SUNDAY READERS SCHEDULE 

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY 

5 John Kaloydis 3 Debra Chinonis 7 Stella Thurkill 5 John Costa 

12 Stella Thurkill 10 John Costa 14 Cathy Yeotis 12 Aleko Douros 

19 Cathy Yeotis 17 Aleko Douros 21 Dena Altheide 19 Nick Kallis 

26 Dena Altheide 24 Nick Kallis 28 Debra Chinonis 26 John Kaloydis 

 31 John Kaloydis   
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from father peter 

APRIL 2026 

BUYING TIME 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

After the Resurrection, the Gospel of Matthew describes the encounter be-
tween the elders and chief priests and the Roman guard tasked with guarding 
the tomb: 
 
“When they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a 
large sum of money to the soldiers, saying “Tell them, ‘His disciples came at 
night and stole Him away while we slept” (Matt. 28:12-13) 
 
Incredibly, this did not simply mean the soldiers fail in their duty, but also 
that they failed because they were inattentive or even asleep when this took 
place (a serious dereliction of duty, indeed) and that the chief priests would, 
as we say, “run interference” for them if the governor, Pontius Pilate, found 
out.  Matthew’s gospel follows up with the fact that this story is perpetuated 
even to this day. 
 
They had to do this, because the rulers knew that this would mean their pow-
er was worth nothing, that one more promise by this man who they consid-
ered a troublemaker had come true.  During Jesus’ entire ministry on earth, 
His teaching and His miracles were seen as a threat to their hold on power.  
The scribes and Pharisees tried various ways to counter His teaching. When 
Jesus cast out demons, He was accused of doing so through the power of Sa-
tan (the “ruler of the demons” – Matt. 9:34).  When He challenged the Phari-
sees openly, in many instances, they questioned His authority or tried to trick 
Him into giving responses that they could use against Him. 
 
Despite Jesus’ repeated declaration that His Kingdom was “not of this world”, 
all of Christ’s actions were seen as challenges – direct and indirect – to their 
hold on power, and not to be ignored. 
 
History shows us repeatedly how many trying to hold on to worldly power and 
influence do so by attempting to buy time in some way - responding or de-
flecting, suppressing, and even eliminating those who challenge them.  It is 
worth noting how the same methods have  
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from father peter 

 
always been used: ridicule, gaslighting, discrediting, misinformation, intimi-
dation – the list goes on.  There are few methods that are truly original, and 
only occasionally creative in the manner they are exercised.  Everything done 
is designed to buy time, to hold on to power, to avoid punishment or retribu-
tion; to deny reality and stave off the inevitable. 
 
Christ’s life and teaching is meant to buy us time as well.  By teaching us 
love for God and love for our neighbor, He provides us the means to create 
the conditions of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth as far as is possible, 
to release the hold of this world on us and to provide the opportunity for our 
repentance and reconciliation.  
 
Christ buys us this time through His example, and through His suffering in 
crucifixion, and above all His triumph in the Resurrection.  Unlike the type of 
worldly time that many seek for their personal purposes (and ultimately fail 
at), Christ does not buy us time for us to exercise power and authority over 
others in this world, but to subject ourselves to His power in this world and 
the next and enjoy His unconditional love for us. 
 
Christ does not buy the kind of time which binds human life and events and 
is transitory. 
 
Through His Resurrection, Christ buys us eternity! 
 
TRULY HE IS RISEN! 
 
In the Risen Christ 
 
 

+Fr. Peter 
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From your parish council 

A Message from the Parish Council President – April 2026 

Greetings Assumption Family!  

I hope and pray that this holy season of Great Lent has brought us closer to God, 

filled our hearts with peace, and strengthened our spiritual life. May Christ, the 

Light of the world, illumine our souls, guide our steps, and draw us closer to His 

divine love. May our journey lead us to the joy of His Holy Resurrection!  

Καλό στάδιο των αρετών και Καλή Σαρακοστή! 

Please join us for the Holy Week Services! Holy Week begins Sunday, April 5th. 

We will have services each evening, beginning on Sunday evening through the 

midnight service on Holy Saturday. Holy Unction will be provided on Wednesday 

April 8th. The Lamentations are sung on Good Friday, April 10th.  

The solemnity of the Holy Week services prepares us and leads us to the joy and 

triumph of light over darkness, of hope over despair, and of life over death. I look 

forward to your attendance and participation in the upcoming services. Please let 

Fr. Peter know if you are interested in participating in the services as a reader or as 

a chanter.   

I look forward to seeing you for our Vigil and Holy Resurrection Service at 11:00 

PM on Saturday April 11th, where we will joyously declare and sing, “Christ is 

Risen!” “Χριστὸς ἀνέστη” and our Agape Service on Easter Sunday, April 12th.  

On another note, I am happy to report that for the safety and protection of our 

church and our faithful, we have updated security cameras around the building. 

Please know that the Parish Council is diligently working to ensure the safety and 

security of our community. If you have questions or concerns regarding our con-

tinuing security efforts, please contact me, Fr. Peter, or a member of the Safety 

Committee.   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Nancy K. Chinonis 
Parish Council President   
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From your parish council 
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HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR  

APRIL BIRTHDAY’S 

Rita Politis April 2 Peter Vergos April 21 

Athena Sanchez April 2 April Paraschos April 21 

Sandra Paraschos April 5 Lucas Photiou April 22 

Zoi Stergiopoulos April 5 Lambros Grousopoulos April 23 

Marian Hagler April 5 Todd Wilson April 24 

Art Yeotis April 6 Roxy Nitsos April 27 

Serena Yiannatji April 7 Konstantinos Falaras April 28 

Evan Kuzmanovsky April 8 Steven Garceau April 29 

JoAnne Schultze April 13 Elizabeth Chiatalas April 29 

Eleni Kennedy April 17 Angelia Preketes April 30 

Vasilios Batsios April 17   

If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please 

let us know so we can update our records. 
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Bistolarrides, Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy 

Allard, Clyde & Georgie 

Altheide, Dena 

Anagnostopoulos, Anna 

Asa, Barbara 

Bakris, Nicholas 

Birtsas, Sandra 

Bistolaridis, Tony & Mary 

Bograkos, Tim & Sandy 

Bograkos, Vera 

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra 

Chinonis, Elias 

Chinonis, Katie 

Chinonis, Linda 

Chinonis, Nancy & Jeff Lauster 

Chinonis, Richard 

Clinton, Michael & Kathy 

Costa, John & Laura 

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia 

Dalbo, Helen 

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda 

Davlantes, Alex 

Delbridge, Ray & Carol 

Duffy, David & Elaine Joynt 

Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina 

Fahoome, Calliope 

Falaras, Mary 

Ferich, Andrew & Voula 

Foraker, Walt & Diane 

Garceau, Greg & Sia 

Hagler, Gary & Marian 

Haralambous, Frank & Vania 

Haralambous, Michael & Liliana 

Heos, James & Cassandra 

Heos, Pamela & Jeffery Brancheau 

Holland, Nick & Jennifer 

Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany 

Iakovidis, Tony & Vicki 

Joseph, Patricia 

Joynt, Kenneth 

Joynt, Sadie 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kallis, George & Shannon 

Kallis, Nick 

Kallis, Susan 

Kaloydis, John & Karen 

Kapellas, Katina 

Kirkpatrick, Kelly 

Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula 

Komodromos, Tessie 

Kondyles, Chryssoula 

Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline 

Kosmanopoulos, Christos & Kelly 

Kossaras, Dean & Joyce 

Kottalis, Mary 

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina 

Kus, Michael & Alexis 

Lennox, Sean & Christina 

Levas, George & Margot 

Lillar, Diana 

Lowe, Ann 

Mandelaris, John & Pauline 

Manutes, Nicholas & Maria 

Martorelli, Michael 

Massoud, Mary 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000              YTD thru 3/22/2026 Stewardship Received: $62,043 

STEWARDSHIP 2026 
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Melonakos, Anthony & Paula 

Michaelou, Sevasti 

Neofotistos, John & Julie 

Nitsos, Emma 

Nitsos, George & Candy 

Nitsos, Mary Ann 

Obmascik, Tom & Katherine 

Panos, Spiridoula 

Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis 

Pappadakis, Nikki 

Paraschos, Sam & Sandra 

Pavlis, John & Patricia 

Photiou, Carol 

Photiou, Lucas & Lori 

Politis, Rita & Demetri 

Poulos, Steve & Martha 

Richards, Ken & Kathy 

Roufos, Vasilios & Mary 

Schultze, JoAnne 

Senter, Clark & Katherine 

Sirakis, Kostantinos & Sofia 

Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena 

Steinhoff, Allen & Olga 

Steinhoff, Amanda 

Stergiopoulos, Mary 

Thornton, Jerry & Demi 

Thurber, Chuck & Paula 

Vergos, Nitsa 

Vergos, Peter & Susie 

Vitinaros, Nick & Effie 

Walker, Bruce & Kathy 

Wright, Jeff & Kay 

Yeotis, Art & Susan 

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026.  Please join them 

in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today! 

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000              YTD thru 3/22/2026  Stewardship Received: $62,043 

STEWARDSHIP 2026 
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Service/Flower Item 
2026 Suggested 

Donation Donor 

1st Salutation - Theotokos Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

3rd Sunday of Lent-Veneration of the Cross Daffodils  $     175.00   Donated 

Annunciation Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

4th Salutation- Theotokos Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Akathish Hymn - Theotokos Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Palms for Palm Sunday  $     115.00   Donated 

Nymphios Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Nymphios Icon Flowers  $        70.00    

Oil for Holy Unction Service  $        20.00   Donated 

Cotton Swabs for Holy Unction Service  $        10.00   Donated 

Pascha Red Eggs (25+1 dozen)  $     100.00   Donated 

Rose Petals - Holy Friday   $        60.00   Donated 

Rose Water - Holy Friday  $        20.00   Donated 

Resurrection Icon Flowers 1st  $        70.00    

Resurrection Icon Flowers 2nd  $        70.00    

Resurrection Banner  $     130.00   Donated 

Large Resurrection Candle for Father  $        75.00   Donated 

Oil for Altar Candles  $        55.00   Donated 

Cross Wreath for Holy Thursday  $     105.00   Donated 

Vase set for Palm Sunday  $        70.00    

Vase set for Easter Sunday  $        70.00   Donated 

Palm Sunday Icon  $        70.00   Donated 

Large Icon screen Left  $     375.00   Donated 

Large Icon screen Right  $     375.00   Donated 

Bay Leaves  $     260.00   Donated 

Lillies (6 total) $52.50 each  $     315.00   Donated 

Gardenias (12 total)  $     345.00    

Life Giving Font Icon Flower  $        70.00    

2026 PASCHA ITEMS NEEDED 
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Dear Sisters 

 

Spring has arrived and soon we will be saying Xristos Anesti.  Christ has risen, truly he has risen.  I 

encourage all of us to try and attend as many of the lenten services as possible as we lead up to one of 

our holiest days.   

 

It has been a rough winter and we have had a few days of what spring offers - warmer ones.  Just 

when we think we have turned the corner than another cold blast hits us with low temperatures, snow 

and ice.   I hope you are anxious for warmer days like I am. 

 

I would like to thank Katie Chinonis for donating the two afghans that were raffled off last month at 

our Valentine Luncheon.  The two winners were Linda Chinonis and Kathy Obmascik.  The afghans 

were beautiful. 

 

At our Philoptochos meeting on Tuesday, March 10, a discussion was held on how we can make our 

meetings more appealing.  There were only seven members attending and it is becoming increasingly 

frustrating when so few show an interest in this worthwhile organization.  I will be putting together a 

survey/questionnaire regarding how we can improve it.  I am open to any suggestions.       

 

We have placed a container in the hall for Operation Classroom donated items. A list of items needed 

is also there for your information.  The items collected will be donated to Durant Turri-Mott.   

 

I would like to thank everyone who  brought a dish to pass for the Lenten meal on March 20 prior to 

the service and speaker and to everyone who has donated money towards the flowers for the kou-

vouklion.  We will once again decorate on Friday, April 10 approximately starting around 9:30-10:00 

A.M. for those who might like to join us. 

 

Wishing everyone again a Kalo Pascha, 

 

Olga Steinhoff 

Philoptochos President  

Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor! 
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Father Barbabas Powell Lenten Retreat March 20-21, 2026 

And 

Pan-Orthodox Annunciation Divine Liturgy March 25, 2026 
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Parish 

PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS 
 

Due to the rising cost of  mailing receipts for 

every donation received by the church, the 

Parish Council has established the following 

procedure for receipts: 

 

When you mail in a donation to the church, 

or drop it off  in the office, a receipt will not 

be mailed or given to parishioners of  As-

sumption Greek Orthodox Church.  Your 

cancelled check can be used as proof  of  your 

payment, as well as the contribution state-

ment you receive from the church at the end 

of  the year.  This includes donations for 

stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf  

outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc.  For 

credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to 

process your payment. 

 

If  you require a receipt, please contact the 

church office or see a Parish Council member 

on Sunday’s. Receipts will continue to be 

mailed to non-parishioners.   
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The current approved policy for  Parishioner 

Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is 

as follows: 
 

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-

ed according the rites of the Orthodox Church 

and attending the AGOC. 
 

Parishioner  - Member in Good Standing: 

• Person in compliance with Section 1 

and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform   

Parish Regulations of the Greek        

Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

• Person with an AGOC pledge card on 

file with a minimum pledge of $600 per 

family or $350 per single and current in 

pledges for active and preceding year. 

 

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-

pliance with requirements for Parishioner or 

Member in Good Standing as  defined above. 

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can 

receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-

quired to pay church usage fee. 

Any deviations from this policy must be         

approved by the Parish Priest and Parish 

Council President and must be presented to 

them at least one month prior to the proposed 

sacrament date. 

 

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or 

credit card can be accepted as payment of 

stewardship.  Donations of items or services 

cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of 

monetary payment. 

 

ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY 

  
“Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in 

memory of the departed are typically collected by the 

church, which then presents the names and final dona-

tion amount to the designated surviving family member. 

Any memorial donation checks not marked “Assumption 

Church” will be distributed for the purpose indicated on 

the check. 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

   

Scheduling of  Memorial Services 
 

All Memorial Services must be    

scheduled through the church     

office so that they  may be placed on 

the church calendar.  
  

Koliva 

 

If  anyone is in need of  Koliva, please 

contact the church office (810-771-

4611) for the names of  those available 

to make it. The standard rate is $150.  

It is the responsibility of  the family 

to arrange for Koliva. 
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CHURCH USAGE/HALL RENTAL FEES 

(Approved by Parish Council Effective December 4, 2022) 

For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism 

There is no charge for Funeral or Memorial Services. 

CHURCH USAGE FEE 

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand 

Blanc:  

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file with 

a minimum pledge of $600 per family or $350 

per single and current in pledges for active and 

 Inactive Parishioner/Non-Member at AGOC-

Grand Blanc: 

 

See ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY on 

previous page. 

No fee for use of the church for sacraments. 

 

$750 fee for use of the church for  

Sacraments 

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Council Presi-

dent and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the proposed sacrament date. 

HALL RENTAL FEES 

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand 

Blanc:  

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file 

with a minimum pledge of $600 per family or 

$350 per single and current in pledges for ac-

tive and preceding year 

 Inactive Parishioner /Non-Member at AGOC-

Grand Blanc: 

Friday-Saturday Hall Rental: 

Flat fee of $600 for Hall Rental  

(includes clean-up) 

If church dishes are used,  dishwasher  

will be supplied at a cost of $50  

(cannot bring own dishwasher) 

 
Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental  

(includes clean-up) 

 

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will be sup-

plied at a cost of $50. 

(cannot bring own dishwasher) 

Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental: 

$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each additional hour 

up to a maximum of $600.  Renter is responsible for 

hall clean-up.  No kitchen usage. 

  



32 

 

Tired of the long BOTTLE RETURN lines?   

 

Bring your EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS  

to Assumption Church  

 

drop-off in back by kitchen door 

and let us take them back. 



33 

 

FOOD SALES 

 

Pastitsio       Half  Pan - Serves 9-12 - $35.00 

 

Spinach Cheese Pie   Tray - 15 Pieces - $35.00 

 

Dolmathes      Approx. 25 for $30.00 

 

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle)  15 Pieces - $25.00   

 

Greek Peas     4 lbs - $13.00 

 

Rice Pilaf     3.5 lbs - $10.00 

 

Olives      Approx. 1 1/2 lbs - $12.00 

 

Greek Feta      2 1/2 pounds - $10.00 

 

Phyllo Dough                             1 lb package - $4.00 

 

 

To order call the church office 
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Swartz 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our Family Caring For Yours 
Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family 

 • Personal Family Service 

• Affordable Cost Options 

• Advance Funeral Planning 

• Cremation Services 

• Aftercare Services Provided 

• Monuments  

1255 W. Hill Road 

Between I-475 and US-23 

810-235-2345 

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with 

their advertising.  Won’t you please patronize their businesses — and men-

tion that you saw their ad in this Newsletter? 
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2026 Parish Council 

 

Nancy Chinonis - President 

Dena Altheide- Vice President 

 Joyce Kossaras - Secretary 

David Duffy - Treasurer 

 

Debra Chinonis 

Diane Foraker 

Elaine Joynt-Duffy 

Susan Kallis 

Kandis Pappadakis 

Lucas Photiou 

Olga Steinhoff - Ex-Officio 

Nick Trifon 

 

 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Acolytes:  John Kaloydis & Nick Kallis 

Choir:  Nancy Chinonis 

Chanters:  Athena Kalatzis 

Philoptochos:  Olga Steinhoff 

AHEPA:  John Costa 

Daughters of Penelope: Marian Hagler 

 

 

 

Priest:  Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Bistolarides 

Telephone:      810-771-4611 

 

E-Mail 

Priest:   

FrPeterAGOCGrandBlanc@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator:  Lori Photiou 

agocsec@gmail.com 

Website  www.assumptiongrandblanc.org 

Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Orthros:                 8:50 am 

Divine Liturgy:         10:00 am 
 

Weekdays and Feast Days:   

See Calendar 

Please send artwork by email to:  agocsec@gmail.com 

ADVERTISING OPTIONS  

NL Full Page……………………………       $250/yr 

NL Half Page……………………………      $150/yr 

Business Card Ad…………………….….      $75/yr 

  

  

NOTES 

Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as the July/Aug is a 

combined newsletter. 

For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg files or 

similar. 

Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater. 

Please include or email artwork. 
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