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5: Palm Sunday
6-11: Holy Week (See Schedule)
12: Pascha

15: PC Meeting 6:15 PM
17: Life-Giving Font Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
17: Philoptochos Meeting-TENTATIVELY 1:00 PM
26: DOP Meeting 12:00 PM
3: Spring General Assembly Meeting 11:30 AM
3: Detroit Greek Independence Day Parade 3:00 PM
10: DOP Host Mother’s Day Coffee Hour
12: Philoptochos Meeting 1:00 PM
13: PC Meeting 6:15 PM

14: DOP Spring Salad Luncheon
31: Pentecost

11:30 AM—1:30 PM



If you would like to add your name or the name of a family mem-
ber to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 810-771-

4611.

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one an-
other, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person
has great power as it is working. - James 5:16

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Fr. Joseph Abud; Sandi Chinonis; Maria Chuleas;
Kyriacos & Vasilia Costa; Stephanos Hatzigeorgiou & Family;

Anita Jimos; Athena Kalatzis; Tessie Komodromos; Soula Kondyles;

Mary Kottalis; Ann Lowe; George Levas; Diana Lillar; Afroditi Marks;

Aspasia Mavrikos; Sam Paraschos; JoAnne Schultze;

Demi Thornton; Henry Wartella; Yianna Welch

SUNDAY READERS SCHEDULE

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

5 John Kaloydis 3 Debra Chinonis |7 Stella Thurkill 5 John Costa

12 Stella Thurkill 10 John Costa 14 Cathy Yeotis 12 Aleko Douros

19 Cathy Yeotis 17 Aleko Douros |21 Dena Altheide |19 Nick Kallis

26 Dena Altheide 24 Nick Kallis 28 Debra Chinonis |26 John Kaloydis
31 John Kaloydis

If you are unable to make your assigned reading date, please contact the church
office, 810-771-4611 so we can find a replacement. Thank you!




FROM FATHER PETER

APRIL 2026
BUYING TIME
CHRIST IS RISEN!

After the Resurrection, the Gospel of Matthew describes the encounter be-
tween the elders and chief priests and the Roman guard tasked with guarding
the tomb:

“When they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a
large sum of money to the soldiers, saying “Tell them, ‘His disciples came at
night and stole Him away while we slept” (Matt. 28:12-13)

Incredibly, this did not simply mean the soldiers fail in their duty, but also
that they failed because they were inattentive or even asleep when this took
place (a serious dereliction of duty, indeed) and that the chief priests would,
as we say, “run interference” for them if the governor, Pontius Pilate, found
out. Matthew’s gospel follows up with the fact that this story is perpetuated
even to this day.

They had to do this, because the rulers knew that this would mean their pow-
er was worth nothing, that one more promise by this man who they consid-
ered a troublemaker had come true. During Jesus’ entire ministry on earth,
His teaching and His miracles were seen as a threat to their hold on power.
The scribes and Pharisees tried various ways to counter His teaching. When
Jesus cast out demons, He was accused of doing so through the power of Sa-
tan (the “ruler of the demons” — Matt. 9:34). When He challenged the Phari-
sees openly, in many instances, they questioned His authority or tried to trick
Him into giving responses that they could use against Him.

Despite Jesus’ repeated declaration that His Kingdom was “not of this world”,
all of Christ’s actions were seen as challenges — direct and indirect — to their
hold on power, and not to be ignored.

History shows us repeatedly how many trying to hold on to worldly power and
influence do so by attempting to buy time in some way - responding or de-
flecting, suppressing, and even eliminating those who challenge them. It is
worth noting how the same methods have
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FROM FATHER PETER

always been used: ridicule, gaslighting, discrediting, misinformation, intimi-
dation - the list goes on. There are few methods that are truly original, and
only occasionally creative in the manner they are exercised. Everything done
is designed to buy time, to hold on to power, to avoid punishment or retribu-
tion; to deny reality and stave off the inevitable.

Christ’s life and teaching is meant to buy us time as well. By teaching us
love for God and love for our neighbor, He provides us the means to create
the conditions of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth as far as is possible,
to release the hold of this world on us and to provide the opportunity for our
repentance and reconciliation.

Christ buys us this time through His example, and through His suffering in
crucifixion, and above all His triumph in the Resurrection. Unlike the type of
worldly time that many seek for their personal purposes (and ultimately fail
at), Christ does not buy us time for us to exercise power and authority over
others in this world, but to subject ourselves to His power in this world and
the next and enjoy His unconditional love for us.

Christ does not buy the kind of time which binds human life and events and
is transitory.

Through His Resurrection, Christ buys us eternity!
TRULY HE IS RISEN!

In the Risen Christ

+Fr. Peter



FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

A Message from the Parish Council President — April 2026

Greetings Assumption Family!

I hope and pray that this holy season of Great Lent has brought us closer to God,
filled our hearts with peace, and strengthened our spiritual life. May Christ, the
Light of the world, illumine our souls, guide our steps, and draw us closer to His
divine love. May our journey lead us to the joy of His Holy Resurrection!

Kalro otdow tov apetov kot Ko Xapoxkooty!

Please join us for the Holy Week Services! Holy Week begins Sunday, April 5™
We will have services each evening, beginning on Sunday evening through the
midnight service on Holy Saturday. Holy Unction will be provided on Wednesday
April 8. The Lamentations are sung on Good Friday, April 10™.

The solemnity of the Holy Week services prepares us and leads us to the joy and
triumph of light over darkness, of hope over despair, and of life over death. I look
forward to your attendance and participation in the upcoming services. Please let
Fr. Peter know if you are interested in participating in the services as a reader or as
a chanter.

I look forward to seeing you for our Vigil and Holy Resurrection Service at 11:00
PM on Saturday April 11", where we will joyously declare and sing, “Christ is
Risen!” “Xpiotoc avéotn” and our Agape Service on Easter Sunday, April 12"

On another note, I am happy to report that for the safety and protection of our
church and our faithful, we have updated security cameras around the building.
Please know that the Parish Council is diligently working to ensure the safety and
security of our community. If you have questions or concerns regarding our con-
tinuing security efforts, please contact me, Fr. Peter, or a member of the Safety
Committee.

Yours in Christ,

Nancy K. Chinonis
Parish Council President
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FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA - Spring General Assembly 2026

Sunday, May 3, 2026— Immediately following the Divine Liturgy

Call to Order
Opening Prayer

PC President
Presiding Priest

Election of General Assembly Chairman and Secretary

Cpening Remarks

PC President

Approval of previous General Assembly Minutes GA Chairperson

Priest’'s Report

Treasurer Report

Ministry and Organization Reports
A.  Stewardship Report
B. Fund Raising Events

1. Golf Outing
2. Raffles
a. Cash Raffle

b. Super Draw Raffle

Presiding Priest
PC Treasurer

Committee Chair

Chairs of Events

Committee Chair
Committee Chair

4. Other — Open for Suggestions

Religious Education
Philoptochos

Choir

Daughters of Penelope
AHEPA

Ommon

MNew Business

Old Business

Call for Questions
Call for Adjournment
Closing Prayer

Reports must be submitted to the church office by
Wednesday, April 25" to be included.

In the interest of time and to allow ample time for a
full and open discussion sl ministry updates will be
provided as a hard copy at the General Assembly
meeting from which questions can then be asked.

GA Chairperson
Presiding Priest




Minutes

2025 Fall GA Meeting

DATE

TIME

Movemnber 2, 2025

11:50 PM

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY  Mancy Chinonis

IN ATTENDANMNCE
See Sign In Sheet

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

An amendment to the Spring GA meeting was incledad from Father Peter regarding tha priest report. Motion made by Mancy
Chinonis to accept the minutes as corrected. 2 by Diana all in favor

BOARD
GA President - Dena Attheide Nominated by Lor Photiou motion passed
GA Sacretary - Lon Photiou nominated by Diane Foraker motion passed

REFPORTS

1.

ra

Opening remarks by Nancy Chinanis — Thanked everyone for their commitment, Reportad that the PC has worked very
hared this year, Installed a new alectronic sign, reinstituted RE for youth and continued adult re, PC election coming up
in December looking for naminations. It is not just the PC task to run the parish. Audit Committes is also looking for a
new member to replace Lucas Photiou.
Priest Report was presantad by Mancy Chinonig - see attachment
Treasurers Report was presented by JoAnne Schultze
a. Account Balances as of 9/30- Checking ~$70,000, Holding account $103097.10 golf $48970 cash $31300
donation 19295, altar items 1799.66, hall rental $500, RE $408.36. 100N/ Parking Lot/ Wall Savings
016,57, Investmant Wall - 272641, Investment lconography $217 91656 held at LPL Financial
b. 2026 Proposed budget - we will have to have a special mesting to pass this
i. Increased stewardship to $145,000
ii. Miscellaneous was broke down to include what is in it
i, Met income of 818,867
Stewardship Report - If Father would retire, a young married priest with a family would cost our church $130,000 2
year. The budget was adjusted to gccount for this, We understand that everything is costing more on personal
budgets, as well as it does to the church, Nancy 15 asking for a 10%+ increase for the 2026 stewardship pledge.
Coming in the future, there will be discussions about planned giving to the church. This was discussed at the clergy
[2ity,
Fund Raising Events
a. Fish Fry - Fall Is going stower than normal. We have 3 left and still nesd help, Olga reponed that people are
saving they don't know we are open. Stella suggested we g2t a news release ta her, She alsa suggested
coming in for the community wida show,

Golf Quting - John K was absant but left an update. Thanks to Diane Foraker for the price we get for the event.
Gross $52,040.60, net income $24,111.54. All silent auction items were donated except for a couple
d. Raffles
i. Cash Raffle - 250 tickets @ $200 prize paid out $21,800, $200 expense, Hamo donated back
$2500, 5 winners from church donated back a total of $1000, profit $31,500. The cost of doing a
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dinner would no langer be feasible. We would have to charge $350-£400 to maintain the profit we
currently receive. It has been suggested to keep it at the same price but increase the ticksts to 270 ar

280.
i, Super Draw - maoving date to February or March to spread cut the raffles,

@. Philoptochos - see attached report - the food drive is ending on the 15% for the FISH project. If anyone wants to give a

monetary donation for the schoal project they can,

New Business - Stella had an ides for stewardship of & stewardship piggy bank for spare change to get a few extra dollars,

Qld Business

& Audit Committes - Nancy shared the report from the committes, See attached report. Jeff Lauster was
recommended for the open position. leff accepted the position,

NEXT MEETING
MWancy made a motion to adjourn at 12:41 pm Olga 2

Closing Prayer - Nancy

Dena Althaide, Lori Photicu,
General Assembly Chairparsoen General Assembly Secratary

Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Bistolarides,
Parish Priast
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Minutes

2025 Fall Special GA Meeting

DATE December 7, 2025

TIME 11:35 PM

MEETIMNG CALLED TO ORDER BY Mancy Chinonis

IN ATTENDANCE
See Sign In Sheet

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

An amandmeant to the Spring GA mesting was included at the Novemnber meeting from Father Peter regarding the priest report.
mation made by Dena Altheide to accept the minutes as corrected, Debra Chinonis seconded, Motion passed.

BOARD
GA President - David Duffy nominated by Mancy Chinonis motion passed
Ga& Secretary = Lor Photiou nominated by Nancy Chinonis motion passed

REFPORTS
1. 2026 Proposed budget - presented by JoAnne Schultze
a. John Costa asked for clarification of the differences between the 2025 actual vs. the 2026 budget for
Miscellaneous Incoms,/Donations.

. Miscallanaous was broken down to include what is in it

b.  Lori Phatiou asked for clarification on the $10,000 from the memaonal account.
i. This is the anticipated amount we Wil be able to use in 2026,

. Michasl Kus made a motion to approve, Elaine Joynt seconded, motion passead,

2. Audit Committee - presented by Michael Kus

a. It was the same committee as last year: Michas! Kus, Shannan Kallis, and Lucas Photiou

b, They did the work in June 2025,

o, Reviewed several items across the business., They picked 12 month of every guarter. He reported much better
records than in the previous 2 yvears. A recommendation was to implement an accounting system and print tha
checks off that system. One concern was they found the checkbook out in the open. The treasurer would then
Just have to review and sign the checks, The records are in very good shape.

d. Father thanked Michael for his work on the audit,

e.  Nancy clarified that the process has been changed and we are now using the Sage Accounting software and
checks are being printed from that system weekly then reviewed and signad by the treasurer and another
signer.

f.  Michael shared that we should investigate only emailing newsletters. He also said we should look at possibly
changing financial institutions if Cholce One does not allow checks to be viewed online.

John Costa made a motion to adjourn at 11:57 AM, Nancy Chinonis seconded and the motion passed.

Closing Prayar - Father Peter

[
1—-3 — ~ /WY
7
David Duffy,
General Assembly Chairperson General Assembly Secretary

Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Bistolarides,
Parish Priest




HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OF OUR
APRIL BIRTHDAY’S

Rita Politis April 2 Peter Vergos April 21
Athena Sanchez April 2 April Paraschos April 21
Sandra Paraschos April 5 Lucas Photiou April 22
Zoi Stergiopoulos April 5 Lambros Grousopoulos April 23
Marian Hagler April 5 Todd Wilson April 24
Art Yeotis April 6 Roxy Nitsos April 27
Serena Yiannat;ji April 7 Konstantinos Falaras April 28
Evan Kuzmanovsky April 8 Steven Garceau April 29
JoAnne Schultze April 13 Elizabeth Chiatalas April 29
Eleni Kennedy April 17 |Angelia Preketes April 30
Vasilios Batsios April 17

S
\W//

If you see that we have missed someone, we ask that you please

let us know so we can update our records.
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STEWARDSHIP 2026

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026. Please join them
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000

Bistolarrides, Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy
Allard, Clyde & Georgie
Altheide, Dena
Anagnostopoulos, Anna
Asa, Barbara

Bakris, Nicholas

Birtsas, Sandra

Bistolaridis, Tony & Mary
Bograkos, Tim & Sandy
Bograkos, Vera

Chinonis, Dennis & Debra
Chinonis, Elias

Chinonis, Katie

Chinonis, Linda

Chinonis, Nancy & Jeff Lauster
Chinonis, Richard

Clinton, Michael & Kathy
Costa, John & Laura

Costa, Kyriacos & Vasilia
Dalbo, Helen

Davis-Kirksey, Steve & Linda
Davlantes, Alex

Delbridge, Ray & Carol
Duffy, David & Elaine Joynt
Eisenbeis, Jerry & Tina
Fahoome, Calliope

Falaras, Mary

Ferich, Andrew & Voula
Foraker, Walt & Diane
Garceau, Greg & Sia

Hagler, Gary & Marian
Haralambous, Frank & Vania
Haralambous, Michael & Liliana

YTD thru 3/22/2026 Stewardship Received: $62,043

Heos, James & Cassandra
Heos, Pamela & Jeffery Brancheau
Holland, Nick & Jennifer
Hountalas, Dimitri & Brittany
lakovidis, Tony & Vicki
Joseph, Patricia

Joynt, Kenneth

Joynt, Sadie

Kalatzis, Athena

Kallis, Agape

Kallis, George & Shannon
Kallis, Nick

Kallis, Susan

Kaloydis, John & Karen
Kapellas, Katina

Kirkpatrick, Kelly
Kokkinakos, Peter & Tula
Komodromos, Tessie
Kondyles, Chryssoula
Kontorousis, Dimitre & Jacqueline
Kosmanopoulos, Christos & Kelly
Kossaras, Dean & Joyce
Kottalis, Mary

Koutrouvidas, John & Nina
Kus, Michael & Alexis
Lennox, Sean & Christina
Levas, George & Margot
Lillar, Diana

Lowe, Ann

Mandelaris, John & Pauline
Manutes, Nicholas & Maria
Martorelli, Michael
Massoud, Mary
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STEWARDSHIP 2026

THANK YOU to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2026. Please join them
in their support of our Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!

2026 Proposed Stewardship Budget: $145,000 YTD thru 3/22/2026 Stewardship Received: $62,043

Melonakos, Anthony & Paula
Michaelou, Sevasti
Neofotistos, John & Julie
Nitsos, Emma

Nitsos, George & Candy
Nitsos, Mary Ann
Obmascik, Tom & Katherine
Panos, Spiridoula
Pappadakis, Anthony & Kandis
Pappadakis, Nikki
Paraschos, Sam & Sandra
Pavlis, John & Patricia
Photiou, Carol

Photiou, Lucas & Lori
Politis, Rita & Demetri
Poulos, Steve & Martha
Richards, Ken & Kathy
Roufos, Vasilios & Mary
Schultze, JoAnne

Senter, Clark & Katherine
Sirakis, Kostantinos & Sofia
Sirakis, Paraskevas & Athena
Steinhoff, Allen & Olga
Steinhoff, Amanda
Stergiopoulos, Mary
Thornton, Jerry & Demi
Thurber, Chuck & Paula
Vergos, Nitsa

Vergos, Peter & Susie
Vitinaros, Nick & Effie
Walker, Bruce & Kathy
Wright, Jeff & Kay

Yeotis, Art & Susan

15



2026 PASCHA ITEMS NEEDED

2026 Suggested
Service/Flower Item Donation Donor
1st Salutation - Theotokos Icon Flowers S 70.00
3rd Sunday of Lent-Veneration of the Cross Daffodils $ 175.00 Donated
Annunciation Icon Flowers S 70.00
4th Salutation- Theotokos Icon Flowers S 70.00
Akathish Hymn - Theotokos Icon Flowers S 70.00
Palms for Palm Sunday $ 115.00 Donated
Nymphios Icon Flowers S 70.00
Nymphios Icon Flowers S 70.00
Oil for Holy Unction Service S 20.00 Donated
Cotton Swabs for Holy Unction Service S 10.00 Donated
Pascha Red Eggs (25+1 dozen) $ 100.00 Donated
Rose Petals - Holy Friday S 60.00 Donated
Rose Water - Holy Friday S 20.00 Donated
Resurrection Icon Flowers 1st S 70.00
Resurrection Icon Flowers 2nd S 70.00
Resurrection Banner S 130.00 Donated
Large Resurrection Candle for Father S 75.00 Donated
Oil for Altar Candles S 55.00 Donated
Cross Wreath for Holy Thursday $ 105.00 Donated
Vase set for Palm Sunday S 70.00
Vase set for Easter Sunday S 70.00 Donated
Palm Sunday Icon S 70.00 Donated
Large Icon screen Left S 375.00 Donated
Large Icon screen Right $ 375.00 Donated
Bay Leaves S 260.00 Donated
Lillies (6 total) $52.50 each $ 315.00 Donated
Gardenias (12 total) S 345.00
Life Giving Font Icon Flower S 70.00

16




ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
HoLry WEEK AND PASCHA 2026

L s Preparation of the Gifts | Pan-Orthodox Divine
AFRIL 4 s v and Commemoration of Liturgy at 5t. Mary 9:30 aM
the Raising of Lazarus Magzdalene, Fenton
Entrance of Jesus Christ Divine Liturgy 10:00 aM
AFFIL 5 PALM SUNDAY into Jerusalem
Joseph, Son of Jacob First Bridegroom 5:00 Fue
(Book of Genesis) Service '
: 6 GREAT AND HOLY Parable of the Ten Virsins ._-lemuci En.degrl::nm 6:00 PM
MoNDAY Service
B e I e I 6:00 P
TUESDAY . Service
with Myrrh
APRILS GREAT AND HoLy | Healing Sacrament of the Service qf Holy 5:00 FM
WEDNESDAY Church Unction
The Last Supper: . .
CREAT AND The Institution of the ! espg 1 Dlnme 9:00 am
ATRILS Hory T - Eucharist s
Passion of Jesus Chnist: Service of the 5:00 FM
The Twelve Gospels Crucifixion '
Standing at the Foot of the Service of the 9:00 At
Cross of Jesus Christ Royal Hours o
GREAT AND Removal of Jesus Christ | Service of the Descent
10 HoLy FRiDAY from the Cross from the Cross 200
Cmdlehgllt Fm.lerﬂ Lamentations Service 7:00 PM
Service for Jesus Christ
: : Pre-Resurrection
] T\' .
Jesus Christs Victory Vesperal Divine 10:00 aM
Ower Death .
Liturgy
Anticipation of the Vigil of the Holy 11:00 1
AFRIL11 GREAT AND Resurrection Resurrection '
HOLT SATURDAT The Holy Resurrection of | Service of the Holy
our Lord, God, and Resurrection and the MIDNIGHT
Savior Jesus Christ Paschal Divine Liturgy
GREAT AND HoLy | Proclaiming the Gospel in i
W )
APRIL 12 Prsern Multiple Lunguoss Azape Vespers 11:00 M
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Orthodox Churches of Genesee County, Michigan

Assumption (Greek) 2245 Baldwin Road +* Grand Blanc, MI 48439 +» 810-771-4611
St. George (Antiochian) 5191 Lennon Road ++ Flint. MI 48507 «» 810-732-0720
St. Mary Magdalene (OCA) 2439 S. Long Lake Road «* Fenton, MI 48430 «+ 810- 750-1401
St. Nicholas (OCA) 2143 South Center Road <+ Burton, MI 48519 < 810-744-0070

2026 Great Fast and Bright Week

Pan-Orthodox Divine Services and Lenten potlucks

Great Compline at St. George (Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays 6 pm, Fridays 6 pm Akathist) All
are welcome. This beautiful service along with the Lenten Hours on Wednesdays allows us to
experience the Great Fast more deeply. Confessions will be available after the service.

Lenten Hours at St. Nicholas (Wednesdays, 10 am) All are welcome.

Presanctified Divine Liturgy and Lenten Potlucks (Wednesdays, 6 pm) We will celebrate together
the Presanctified Liturgy and the Great Feast of the Annunciation according to the schedule below.
Holy Communion is given at both. To partake of Holy Communion at evening liturgies, please be
prepared with prayer and fasting (no eating or drinking after 12 noon). Confessions will only be
available prior to the evening liturgies from 5:30pm-6pm. The lenten potluck dinners will be
coordinated by the host parish.

March 4 Presanctified Liturgy at St. Nicholas 6 pm

March 18 Presanctified Liturgy at St Mary Magdalene 6 pm

March 20 & 21Lenten Retreat with Fr Barnabas Powell at Assumption

March 25 Great Feast of the Annunciation Divine Liturgy at Assumption 10am

April 1 Presanctified Liturgy at St. George 6 pm

April 4 Preparation of Gifts, Raising of Lazarus Liturgy at St. Mary Magdalene 9:30 am
Bright Week (April 12-18)

April 13 Paschal Divine Liturgy at St. Mary Magdalene 10 am

April 14 Paschal Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas 10 am

April 15 Paschal Divine Liturgy at St. George 6 pm

April 17 Paschal Divine Liturgy for the Life-giving Font at Assumption 10 am

Member Churchas of ths Assembfy of Canonical Orshodox, Bishops in North America
A Vision of Orthodox, Unity
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ANNOUNCEMENT

N NNECTION
ASSUMPTION CO
OUR 'S GOING DIGITAL

BEGINNING IN JULY 2026 YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR
ASSUMPTION CONNECTION ELECTRONICALLY

AS ALWAYS, ALL ASSUMPTION CONNECTIONS ARE
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.ASSUMPTIONGRANDBLANC.ORG

IF YOU DO NOT ALREADY RECEIVE OUR EMAIL
ANNOUNCEMENTS, WE DO NOT HAVE YOUR EMAIL
ADDRESS. PLEASE UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION WITH THE
OFFICE.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE EMAIL AND WOULD LIKE TO STILL

RECEIVE ANEWSLETTER VIA MAIIL PLEASE LET THE OFFICE
KNOW
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Philoptochos Society - Friends of the Poor!

Dear Sisters

Spring has arrived and soon we will be saying Xristos Anesti. Christ has risen, truly he has risen. I
encourage all of us to try and attend as many of the lenten services as possible as we lead up to one of
our holiest days.

It has been a rough winter and we have had a few days of what spring offers - warmer ones. Just
when we think we have turned the corner than another cold blast hits us with low temperatures, snow
and ice. I hope you are anxious for warmer days like I am.

I would like to thank Katie Chinonis for donating the two afghans that were raffled off last month at
our Valentine Luncheon. The two winners were Linda Chinonis and Kathy Obmascik. The afghans
were beautiful.

At our Philoptochos meeting on Tuesday, March 10, a discussion was held on how we can make our

meetings more appealing. There were only seven members attending and it is becoming increasingly
frustrating when so few show an interest in this worthwhile organization. I will be putting together a
survey/questionnaire regarding how we can improve it. [ am open to any suggestions.

We have placed a container in the hall for Operation Classroom donated items. A list of items needed
is also there for your information. The items collected will be donated to Durant Turri-Mott.

I would like to thank everyone who brought a dish to pass for the Lenten meal on March 20 prior to
the service and speaker and to everyone who has donated money towards the flowers for the kou-
vouklion. We will once again decorate on Friday, April 10 approximately starting around 9:30-10:00
A .M. for those who might like to join us.

Wishing everyone again a Kalo Pascha,

Olga Steinhoff
Philoptochos President
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You Are Invited To

l DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE
IRIS CHAPTER 242
SPRING SALAD LUNCHEON
11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM

THURSDAY MAY 14, 2026
$15.00 per plate

Enjoy an assortment of individual, specialty salads.

Try one, try them all! Plate includes a cheese T
triangle (Tiropita), delectable appetizers & a
beverage (coffee, hot tea, or water). .

here will also be a Bake Sale of scrumptious . |
' Greek pasteries!

RSVP at (810)-771-4611 &

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
2245 E. Baldwin Rd, Grand Blanc, Ml
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Father Barbabas Powell Lenten Retreat March 20-21, 2026
And
Pan-Orthodox Annunciation Divine Liturgy March 25, 2026




FLINT AHEPA-DAUGHTERS
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

The Flint AHEPA/ Daughters Scholarship Foundation will award scholarships to
qualified 2026 high school graduates. In order to qualify, the graduate must meet the

following criteria:

1. Either the student, or at least one of the parents, grandparents, or legal
guardians is a paid member of either Flint AHEPA Chapter #141, or Daughters of
Penelope Iris Chapter #242, or a member in good standing of the Assumption

Greek Orthodox Church of Flint.

2. The student must be graduating from a Flint area high school, and planning to
attend a trade school, college or universit},r| upon graduating from high school.

3. The student must have a minimum 2.75 grade point average on a scale of 4.00.

4. The student must submit a completed application and all supporting documents
by the deadline of May 1, 2026.

If you are a graduate or anyone else that knows of any graduate that meets the above
criteria, please contact John K. Costa directly at (810) 659-5275 or
jnicosta@sbcglobal.net. Scholarship Applications are also available at the church

office.
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FLINT AHEPA-DAUGHTERS

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
2245 E Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc, M1 48439

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Application No.
(For Office Use)

PART A To be completed by the student and postmarked by May 1st.
Please print or type

1. Applicant's Name (first) (last) Birth date

2. Address(street) (city) (state) (zip)

3. E-mail: Phone/Cell#

4. Name of Father Mother Guardian

5. Father's Occupation Mother's Occupation

6. Are you currently employed?  If yes, current emplover If

no, previous employer
and years of employvment

7. Name and address of your lugh school

8. Your grade point average (on a scale of 4.00)

9. List special academic recogmitions you have recetved 1n school and dates recetved during
the past four years. You may attach additional pages.

—
=
fa

i =]
']
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FLINT AHEPA-DAUGHTERS

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
2245 E Baldwin Rd_, Grand Blanc, MI 48439

Must be postmarked by Mayv 1st

0. List extra-curricular activities in school or in the commumity, and list any special
recognitions received and dates received the past four years. May attach additional pages.

10. What college or umversity do you plan on attending?

11. When do you expect to enroll 7

12. What vocation do you expect to follow?

13. Will you be receiving any financial aid from any of the following:

50018l BECUTTEN ... oo e mema e e
Government Programs. ...
Other Scholarships. ..o,

14. Please attach in 400-300 words, a general statement outlimng your ideals and geals in life.

15. Names and addresses of two references other than relatives:

NAME ADDEESS
1

2

Please return and postmarked by Mav 1st to: John E. Costa
AHEPA-Daughters Scholarship
2245 E. Baldwin Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48430

It is also your responsibility that yvour school returns their portion by May 1st.

]
a =]
La
(A=
9]
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FLINT AHEPA-DAUGHTERS

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
2245 E Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc, M 484335

PART B. TO BE COMPLETED BY THE PRINCIPAL OF. COUNSELOER
(Attachments may be added)

1. Applicant’s Name

2. Date of graduation

3. Course followed

4. Grade point average ( on a scale of 4.0)
5. Number in graduating class
6. Class rank

7. Academics — recogmitions and awards received

8. Non-academic parficipation, recognitions and awards

9. Please aftach a complete transcript of all school grades and all state or national test results.

10. Summary of any mformation, including applicant’s character, personality, creative abilities,
activities and interests that mav help us in awarding the applicant this
scholarship.

Signature and fitle Date

Please return and postmarked bv Mav 1st to: John K. Costa
AHEPA-Daughters Scholarship
2245 E. Baldwin Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48430
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Florence G. Stefanou Memorial

Philoptochos Scholarship

The funding for this scholarship 1s provided by the generosity of the Stefanou fanuly. Mrs. Florence
Stefanou, past Metropolis Phuloptochos President, was a devoted Philoptochos sister in her local chapter,
the Metropolis Board and the National Pluloptochos Beard. She served with digmity and grace.

This scholarship 15 to provide financial assistance to qualifying hagh school seniors entering or
undergraduate college students (Freshman, Sophomore or Jumeor) attending an accredited college,
umiversity, or trade school. The scholarship will be awarded to one student in the amount of $1,000. All
mnformation herein 15 stmectly confidential, and the idenfity will not be disclosed to the selechion
committes.

INSTRUCTIONAL & APPLICATION INFORMATION

Dear Applicant:

Please read through the entire set of mstructions and apphication form before completing.

Answer each question to the best of your knowledge. Applicants (male or female) must be a member of
the Greek Orthedox Church and related to a Pluloptochos member. Ignonng mstructions may disqualify
your application.

1. Complete the entire applicabion. Available on the Metropohs website, www defroit zoarch orz.

2. Include a letter of recommendation from a non-relative who will wnte of your character, ideals and
values. It may be a pnest, teacher or anyone who knows you very well and can address these aspects of
your character. It 15 recommended that you linut the letter to a page in length.

3. Statement of Orthodoxy indicating that the applicant 15 a practicing Orthedox Chnistian and a US
Fesident.

4. Statement of Stewardship from the pansh pniest certifying that the applicant or the applicant's fanmly
are Stewards i good standing m a Metropohs of Detroit- area pansh.

5. Include all supporting documents requured of the application.
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Parish
uncil
PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPTS

Due to the rising cost of mailing receipts for
every donation received by the church, the

BN D.rish Council has established the tollowing

procedure for receipts:

When you mail in a donation to the church,
or drop it off in the office, a receipt will not
be mailed or given to parishioners of As-
sumption Greek Orthodox Church. Your
cancelled check can be used as proof of your
payment, as well as the contribution state-
ment you receive from the church at the end
of the year. This includes donations for
stewardship, iconography, cash raffle, golf
outing, memorials, miscellaneous, etc. For
credit card charges, please allow 24 hours to
process your payment.

If you require a receipt, please contact the
church office or see a Parish Council member
on Sunday’s. Receipts will continue to be
mailed to non-parishioners.

29



MEMORIAL DONATIONS

(€14 . . .
Donations made at an Orthodox Funeral service in

memory of the departed are typically collected by the
church, which then presents the names and final dona-
tion amount to the designated surviving family member.
Any memorial donation checks not marked “Assumption
Church” will be distributed for the purpose indicated on
the check.

MEMORIAL DONATION

ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
2245 E. Baldwin Road Grand Blanc, Ml 48439

In Memory of

Donor

Address

City/St./ Zip

Cash or Check # Amount $
Payable to Assumption Greek Orthodox Church

Please apply my donation to (check one):
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church (General Fund)

Assumption Church Invesment Savings Fund

lconpgraphy

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Scheduling of Memorial Services

All Memorial Services must be
scheduled through the church
office so that they may be placed on
the church calendar.

Koliva

If anyone is in need of Koliva, please
contact the church office (810-771-
4611) for the names of those available
to make it. The standard rate is $150.
It is the responsibility of the family
to arrange for Koliva.
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ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY

The current approved policy for Parishioner
Status of the Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church (AGOC) of Grand Blanc, Michigan is
as follows:

Parishioner - Person Baptized and Chrismat-
ed according the rites of the Orthodox Church
and attending the AGOC.

Parishioner - Member in Good Standing:

o Person in compliance with Section 1
and 2 of Article 18 of the Uniform
Parish  Regulations of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese.

o Person with an AGOC pledge card on
file with a minimum pledge of $600 per
family or $350 per single and current in
pledges for active and preceding year.

In-Active Parishioner - Person not in com-
pliance with requirements for Parishioner or
Member in Good Standing as defined above.

Parishioners and In-Active Parishioners can
receive all sacraments at AGOC but are re-
quired to pay church usage fee.

Any deviations from this policy must be
approved by the Parish Priest and Parish
Council President and must be presented to
them at least one month prior to the proposed
sacrament date.

Stewardship Policy - Only cash, check or
credit card can be accepted as payment of
stewardship. Donations of items or services
cannot be accepted for stewardship in lieu of
monetary payment.



CHURCH USAGE/HALL RENTAL FEES

(Approved by Parish Council Effective December 4, 2022)
For the Sacraments of Holy Marriage and Holy Baptism

There is no charge for Funeral or Memorial Services.

CHURCH USAGE FEE

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand
Blanc:

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file with
a minimum pledge of $600 per family or $350
per single and current in pledges for active and

Inactive Parishioner/Non-Member at AGOC-
Grand Blanc:

See ASSUMPTION GOC MEMBER POLICY on
previous page.

No fee for use of the church for sacraments.

$750 fee for use of the church for

Sacraments

Any deviation from this policy must be approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Council Presi-
dent and must be presented to them at least one month prior to the proposed sacrament date.

HALL RENTAL FEES

Member in good standing of AGOC-Grand
Blanc:

Person with an AGOC pledge card on file
with a minimum pledge of $600 per family or
$350 per single and current in pledges for ac-
tive and preceding year

Inactive Parishioner /Non-Member at AGOC-
Grand Blanc:

Friday-Saturday Hall Rental:
Flat fee of $600 for Hall Rental

(includes clean-up)
If church dishes are used, dishwasher

will be supplied at a cost of $50

(cannot bring own dishwasher)

Sunday - Thursday Hall Rental:

$300 minimum for 3 hours - $100 each additional hour
up to a maximum of $600. Renter is responsible for

hall clean-up. No kitchen usage.

Flat fee of $1,100 for Hall Rental

(includes clean-up)

If church dishes are used, dishwasher will be sup-
plied at a cost of $50.

(cannot bring own dishwasher)
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PARKING LOT PLEDGE

For the last few years, a volunteer group has been sealing the parking lot during the
summer months to help extend the life of our parking lot. In the next few years we will
need to completely replace our parking lot. We are looking to start the fundraising for
this very large project now in order to have the funds collected and ready when it
comes times to pay for it. The anticipated cost for this project is upwards of $300,000.
Please faithfully pledge to assist our church in maintaining our beautiful property.

PLEASE NOTE: This gift/pledge is above and beyond your
regular offering.
Gifts of any size are appreciated!

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email:

PLEDGE INFORMATION

i/We pledge a total of $ to be paid:

Now Monthly Quarterly Annually

Total Legnth of pledge: one time 1vyr 2 yrs 3yrs other
I/We plan to make this contribution in the form of:

Cash Check Credit Catd Other

Credit Card Type: Exp. Date:

Credit Card Number:

Print Name As Shown On Card:

Authorized Signature:

Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements:

I/We wish to have our gift remain anonymous.

Make all checks payable to “Assumption GOC” with a memo of “Parking Lot”

TIRED OF THE LONG BOTTLE RETURN LINES?

BRING YOUR EMPTY RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS
TO ASSUMPTION CHURCH

DROP-OFF IN BACK BY KITCHEN DOOR
AND LET US TAKE THEM BACK.
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FOOD SALES

Pastitsio

Spinach Cheese Pie

Dolmathes

Tiropita (Cheese Triangle)

Greek Peas

Rice Pilaf

Olives

Greek Feta

Phyllo Dough

Half Pan - Setrves 9-12 - $35.00

Tray - 15 Pieces - $35.00

Approx. 25 for $30.00

15 Pieces - $25.00

4 1bs - $13.00

3.5 Ibs - $10.00

Approx. 1 1/2 1bs - $12.00

2 1/2 pounds - $10.00

1 Ib package - $4.00

To order call the church office
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Yanni’s OPA Bar and Karaoke
3301 Davison Rd, Flint

Your place for Lunch or Dinner and Drinks!
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3473 Fenton Rd
- Burton, MI 48529
1 (810) 232-8811
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CLINE, CLINE
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

General Litigation « Insurance Defense « Business & Corporate Law & Litigation
Wills, Trusts, Probate, Estates & Litigation « Elder Law « Wealth Transfer « Real Estate
Employment Law & Litigation « Licensing & Regulatory Defense
Municipal Law » Medical Malpractice

Walter P. Griffin « Timothy H. Knecht « jJose” T. Brown « ). Brian MacDonald
R. Paul Vance = Megan R. Mulder » Nancy K. Chinonis « Eric M. Froats « John T. Brown

TRUST EXPERIENCE. COUNT ON COMMITMENT.

Attorneys at Law | Since 1928 | www.ccglawyers.com | 810.232.314]




We don’t just say

we’re family owned and
operated. . .we are.

When you call Sharp
: - Funeral Home, you might
w“ N e N : think it would be hard
S L — | | to get a family member
on the phone. The truth
1s, we've been serving
families for over 40 years,
from four locations, and
we pride ourselves on our
availability to you. We
have five immediate family

members active at our firm

2 = | A - a
Michael T Scully, Jennifer Sharp Scudly, Roger L. Sharp, in addition to our extended
S e Si Foster, Roger L. Sharp 11 - . ~ . -
Pt Shmm i Bt Sy family of dedicated staft

members. At Sharp, when
we say we're family owned
and operated, we really

' mean it.
FUNERAL HOMES|=
Toll-free 1-877-53-SHARP
sharpfuneralhomes.com
Miller Road Chapel Linden Chapel Fenton Chapel ~ Funeral Home & Cremation Center

Roger L. Sharp, Manager Stephamie Sharp Foster, Manager  Michael T. Scully, Manager ~ Jenmifer Sharp Scully, Manager
8138 Miller Road » SwartzCreek 209 E. Broad St. » Linden 1000 Silver Lake Rd » Fenton 6063 Fenton Road * Flint

(810) 635-4411 (810) 735-7833 (810) 629-9321 (810) 694-4900
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Swartz

FUNERAL HOME

1| ll

\\\\\)

Our Family Caring For Yours

Owned and Operated by Rick R. Lamb & Family

o Personal Family Service o Cremation Services
« Affordable Cost Options o Aftercare Services Provided

o Advance Funeral Planning « Monuments

1255 W. Hill Road
Between I-475 and US-23
810-235-2345

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
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Our advertisers help to make our Newsletter possible by sponsoring it with

their advertising. Won’t you please patronize their businesses — and men-

tion that you saw their ad in this Newsletter?

This is an insurance solicitation. A licensed insurance agent/
producer may contact you.

Let me help you with your insurance needs.

Show you care for
what matters most by

planning for your future.

[ can help you prepare with
life insurance, long-term care
insurance, and supplemental

Rebecca Papas
Financial Professional

Field Manager - Insurance Sales Represen AR

direct T.655.7083 health insurance.
cell: 313-608-2999

rebecca papas@bankersife. com Call today!

Medicare Supplement insurance plans are underwritten by Washington National Insurance
Company (except in New York). All other insurance policies outside of New York are
underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company, WASHINGTON NATIONAL, BANKERS
LIFE AND THEIR LICENSED AGENTS ARE NOT CONNECTEDWITH OR ENDORSED BY THE
(15, GOVERNMENT OR THE FEDERAL MEDICARE PROGRAM,

Bankers Life is the marketing brand of Bankers Life and Casualty Company, Medicare
Supplement insurance polices sold by Washington National Insurance Company, and
select policies sold in New York are underwritten by Bankers Conseco Life Insurance
Company (BCLIC). BCLIC is authorized to sellinsurance in New York.

Underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company
Administrative Office: Chicago, IL

BankersLife.com

2002 Bankes i %

VIGaT) 19285 P

Joeses BANKERSLIFE
Js
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Jeff Lauster

Q Fenton, MI

= jefflauster.realtor@gmail.com
https://www.jefflausterrealestate.com/

! License #6501439321

810.429.2923

EPIQUE

E-GOYETTE
BlMECHANICAL

PLUMBING = HEATING « COOLING = ELECTRICAL

Peonimy C¥ffeces: P00 Box 33
I hirn, BAL A3 ]

10, A4 368

Wit haaandhyes i Poribissc, CSoodka o A Sl

Full Service Jewelers

Certified Diamonds ¢ Designer Jewelry ¢ Custom Creations
Restyling * 1 Hour Jewelry Repair  Special Orders
www.paristhejewelermi.com

12890 S. Saginaw St.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Phone: (810) 953-3760

info@diamondintheroughjewelers.com

Paris Sirakis
Owner
Cell: (810) 449-5573

OHN K. COSTA, AIA g
]ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN tm{j\

& CONSULTATION, PLLC

417 OQLDMILL DRIYE
FLUSHING, MICHIGAN 48433

810-659-5275 Fax 810-659-5399




8:50 am
10:00 am

Orthros:
Divine Liturgy:

Weekdays and Feast Days:
See Calendar

Priest: Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Bistolarides

Telephone:  810-771-4611

E-Mail
Priest:
FrPeterAGOCGrandBlanc@gmail.com
Parish Administrator: Lori Photiou
agocsec(@gmail.com
Website www.assumptiongrandblanc.org
Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

o~

810/694-6900

FAX 810/694-6910

Claims 800/222-6424
dechinonis@aaamichigan.com

Chinonis Agency Inc.
G-6111S. Saginaw
Grand Blanc, Ml 48439

Dennis E. Chinonis
Agency Principal

Membership * Travel
Insurance e Financial Services

2026 Parish Council

Nancy Chinonis - President
Dena Altheide- Vice President
Joyce Kossaras - Secretary
David Duffy - Treasurer

Debra Chinonis
Diane Foraker
Elaine Joynt-Duffy
Susan Kallis
Kandis Pappadakis
Lucas Photiou
Olga Steinhoff - Ex-Officio
Nick Trifon

ORGANIZATIONS

AcoOLYTES: JOHN KALOYDIS & NICK KALLIS
CHOIR: NANCY CHINONIS

CHANTERS: ATHENA KALATZIS
PHILOPTOCHOS: OLGA STEINHOFF
AHEPA: JoHN COSTA

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE: MARIAN HAGLER

ADVERTISING OPTIONS

NL Full Page..........oooiiiiiiit, $250/yr
NL Half Page.........cooooiviiiiiin. $150/yr
Business Card Ad......oovvviiiiiiinnnn.. $75/yr

NOTES

Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as the July/Aug is a
combined newsletter.

For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg files or
similar.

Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater.

Please include or email artwork.

Please send artwork by email to: agocsec@gmail.com
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